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Dear Focus...
Mailbox Difference between MTO and MOE

Dear Editor,
 I would like to respond to a letter posted in your 
December 2011 issue of Focus on Scugog.  The letter, 
“Port Perry is not a place we will go,” was written 
about “a pair of MTO officers running around your 
town charging people”.
    Let’s set the story straight.  Mr. Berry refers to these 
officers as “MTO environmental nutbars.”  Other than 
the “nutbar” comment, if they were doing environmen-
tal enforcement they were MOE enforcement officers 
(Ministry of the Environment), not MTO enforcement 
officers.  
 For the most part MTO enforcement officers look 
after commercial vehicle enforcement in the province.  
Although they have the authority to stop any motor 
vehicle their mandate is commercial vehicles.  MOE 
officers enforce the Environmental Protecton Act on all 
vehicles. These officers were probably checking these 
vehicles for proper emissions equipment required by 
law, which makes perfect sense being a car show.  Al-
though they are not mechanics, they are trained inspec-
tors as are MTO officers.   
 If they were MTO Officers checking these cars they 
would have been licensed mechanics and would have 
been checking for issues that would be a safety hazard 
to all who travel the highways including your town 
of Port Perry.  MTO have a few officers who are in fact 
mechanics and inspect passenger cars.  These ‘licensed’ 
officers look after investigations in regards to motor 
vehicle inspection stations and also partner with local 
police with street racing issues and modified motor 
vehicles.
    I visit Port Perry on a regular basis as a bass fisher-
man and I love your town.  It’s a great place to visit.  I 
have several friends and co-workers who live in town 
and surrounding area.  Personally if I see any type of 
law enforcement whether it be police, MTO, MOE, con-
servation officers etc., it makes me feel safe and secure.  
 I have in fact been stopped on Lake Scugog by 
Durham Regonal Police and conservation officers for 
a boat inspection and to check my catch.  I’m happy to 
comply.  If I’m in contravention of any law I want to 
know so I can correct it, whether I’m charged or not.  
It’s soley my responsibilty to know the laws regarding 
boating and fishing and I’m the only one responsible 
when I’m not in compliance.  This is why they are out 
there, this is why you have such a great town. 
    I guess it’s safe to assume by Mr. Berry’s derogatory 
comments that he probably received a ticket for some 
defect on his vehicle.  Would that be the fault of the 
officers or the vehicle owner?  He refers to his car as a 
“legal hot rod”.  If that’s the case then he has nothing to 
worry about.

R.S. Egan
Barrie, Ont
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our cover 
   Scugog resident John Galbraith 
took the photo on this month’s 
Focus cover under the light of a full 
moon, to illustrate his latest inven-
tion - the “Bite-N-Lite” tip-up, 
which is used for ice fishing.  The 
ingenious device helps fishermen 
on Lake Scugog keep track of their 
lines when on the ice at night.  
See story on page 16.

Tax increase worse than reported - 
should have been 43.8 per cent
Dear Editor,
 I just finished reading the latest edition of Focus on 
Scugog.  It is always an enjoyable read.
 The timely information on page ten, “It’s Tax Season” 
was of particular interest. I had trouble reconciling the 
yearly total increases which are shown as Scugog 36.6% 
and Uxbridge 33.3%. I added the yearly increases shown 
and arrived at Scugog 43.8% and Uxbridge 38.4%. 
 If you add in the Regional property tax increases and 
MPAC property value assessments I believe we are fast 
reaching the point where many Scugog residents will 
simply have no choice but to move away from the area. 
 Every household is not only having to contend with 
these unsustainable annual property tax increases but 
having to find money to pay for escalating heating, 
hydro, insurance, grocery bills etc. No doubt many 
residents are already in serious financial trouble and will 
simply not have the means to cope.
 Anyone who has ever been involved in developing 
and refining budgets knows a tough no nonsense profes-
sional approach is needed to justify every dollar pro-
posed to be spent. A culture of strict cost control enforce-
ment must be the mandate of each and every department 
and there is no room for “wish lists” particularly in 
tough economic times. 
 Subject to any acceptable explanation it certainly 
appears Scugog Township has been living and spend-
ing beyond its means these past number of years and 
very bold, tough and imaginative decisions are urgently 
needed now to drastically cut costs. 
 The indicated reduced tax increase of 4.24% municipal 
staff and council members have indicated as a prelimi-
nary increase is totally unacceptable, particularly given 
last years increase of 5.3%.  
 I can appreciate that the current new council is likely 

Please turn to page 8

MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 4 and 8
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Changing
  Faces!

 The start of every month brings surprises as we look 
around the commercial sectors of town to see what 
changes have taken place.
 This month we must unfortunately report a couple 
of more store closings - leaving a few ‘holes’ in the 
downtown retail section and not a good start for the 
new year.
 In the centre of town at 191 Queen St., Native Focus, 
which has held down this location for more than a de-
cade, quietly closed in early January. Native Focus sold 
and displayed the work of Canada’ First Nations artists 
and sculptures and was operated by Jeremy LePage.

 As reported last month, F.M. Finds closed its doors 
the end of December and to the east, at 160 Queen St., 
Pathway to Heaven has announced they are selling their 
fixtures and will be closing by the end of February.
 A change is coming to the corner of Simcoe St. and 
Hwy 7A where Scugog Animal Hospital has operated for 
many years. Dr. Roland Powers recently sold the well 
known animal care clinic to Dr. Jessica Sherwin, who 
will move the veterinarian practice into bright, new 
facilities at 15930 Old Simcoe Road, later this month.
 At another end of town, Port Perry Pickers has opened 
a shop over Cango gas bar at 1625 Scugog Street, at the 
intersection of Queen St. and 7A Hwy.  Port Perry Pickers 
buys and sells antiques and collectables.
 Back on Water St., we see the sign is up indicating 
a new Japanese restaurant is about to open. The new 
eatery will be called Jinju Sushi and it is located in the 
former location of  For the Love of Jo Coffee House, at 54 
Water Street.

 The tragic marine disaster last month, when a 
cruise ship sank, leaving more than 4,000 passen-
gers and crew scrambling for their lives got us to 
thinking about others who have had harrowing or 
unforgettable travel experiences.
 With this in mind, we are asking our readers to 
let us know. Have you had a vacation that did not 
meet your ‘dream vacation’ expectations? What 
happened? Was your experience funny, bizarre, 
near tragic - or just simply unbelievable?
 If you have a unique, humorous, horrifying 
or bizarre travel experience - we’d love to share 
it with our readers. Drop us a brief description 
of your adventure at focus@focusonscugog.com, or 
call 905-985-8585 and we’ll arrange for one of our 
writers to contact you.

Calling for ‘Tales of Travel’

1874 Scugog Street, Unit 3 
Port Perry

Primitive Furniture      Country Decor
You’re So Country

(beside M&M Meats)

She would like one or more of  
the ‘best’ soy candles and/or  

a Gift Certificate this  
Valentine’s Day 

from

Your wife called!!  

168-178 Queen St., Port Perry    905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca

• Long torso
• D and DD cups
• Tankinis, skirtinis
• 1 piece
• Bandeau
• Plus size

• Simon Chang • Alia •
Nygard • Be Creative •
Longitude • Captiva • Roots
• Point Zero • Baltex •
Silhouette Solutions and
much more!

••• over 2000 swimwear items in stock

Your swimwear 
specialist • • •
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NEW LOCATION
316 Aldred Dr., Port Perry

905.259.6352
or 

Shop Online at:

www.overhershoulder.com
(Free delivery in Scugog)

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
 Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual, 
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

CRUISE WEAR

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s  
yours with insurance  
solutions designed  
just for you.

Protect
Those You Love

™

Focus website should be inclusive
Dear Editor,
 Since becoming a Port Perry resident, I have enjoyed 
many articles from your magazine and I believe it’s a 
very valuable medium for members of our community 
to share and voice their opinions and suggestions. 
 However, I am only able to enjoy your magazine 
through the narration of my brother or other family 
members. As a blind person, I rely on the internet to 
independently read news, books and other articles of 
interest. I finally decided to give you a ‘Thumbs Down’ 
because: 
 A.  The website is difficult to navigate without sight. 
 B.  All the online content, save for a recap of Thumbs, 
is presented using Adobe Flash buttons, which are im-
possible to navigate if you can’t see.
 For a magazine that is based on community and 
inclusiveness, your website is not inclusive or accessible, 
and I have to pass along this “Thumbs Down”.
 Thanks, and I hope to be able to enjoy the Focus on 
Scugog magazine independently in the near future.

Kyle Rawn
Port Perry

Editor’s Note:  Thank you for bringing this issue to our 
attention.  Since receiving your letter, we have added a link to 
our webpage called “FOCUS in TEXT” which provides a text 
version of the articles and features. It was not our intention to 
exclude anyone from enjoying the magazine.

YOUR NEIGHBO
U
R
S

O
W

NE
D & OPERATED BY

1893 Scugog St., Port Perry
Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

Fruit and
vegetables

Whole grain bread,   
pasta and rice, potatoes  

and other starchy foods

Lean meat,  
fish, eggs, beans  

and other non-dairy sources of protein Foods and drinks
high in fat and/or sugar

Low fat milk 
and dairy foods.

Healthy Eating - Getting the Balance Right!
What to look for on our  

PC products:
MORE OMEGA-3s     MORE FIBRE

LESS CALORIES     LESS FAT
SOY     LESS SODIUM

Worth switching supermarkets for.
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 What began as an act of love for a dying father has become a life’s mission for 
Port Perry musician Bev Foster. And it’s a mission that is changing how people ap-
proach some of life’s most tender and sacred moments. 
 In 2002 Bev stood at the bedside of her father who was losing his battle with 
Level 4 Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. As a music educator and performer, music 
had always been part of the fabric of Bev’s life, but it was also a shared passion 
between David Simmonds and his daughter, even as he passed away in Room 217 
at the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. 
 As a final act of love and comfort, Bev, her mother and her siblings sang songs 
for her dad as he lay dying.
 It may not be so unusual for families of the dying to sing the favourite songs – 
even hymns – of their loved one as they die. Anyone who has relaxed to the sound 
of a beautiful ballad, soothed a baby with a lullaby, or been transported into a 
warm memory because of a song they remember well, knows the power of music.  

 What’s remarkable about Bev’s story is 
what happened next.
 Inspired by the right music’s ability to 
soothe both the dying and those who love 
them, Bev left Room 217 with a vision that, 
today, is a pioneering force in the world of 
music care in Canada. 
 Named for the place where her dad 

An act of love...

As a final act of love and 
comfort the family sang 
songs for her dad as he 
lay dying in Room 217 in 
the Uxbridge Hospital

Room
217

Please turn to page 6

BEV FOSTER



died, the Room 217 Foundation is a non-profit, regis-
tered Canadian charity that has produced – so far – 12 
unique CDs of comforting music, each carefully de-
signed and recorded with both science and the soul in 
mind. 
 “At the heart of it, and still when I’m recording in the 
studio, in my mind’s eye I see a person in a room that 
is dying. That fuels me,” says Bev. “It energizes me to 
think that the music could be used in this way.” 
 But Room 217 resources – each CD with a different 
flavour and target audience – have far wider appeal. 
“We now have 38 reported applications of how the 
music is used,” explains Bev, who savours the personal 
stories from people who have used the steadily expand-
ing collection in various ways. 
 “There are a number that touch me deeply,” says Bev.  
 “One hospital uses it during an organ transplant 
when someone dies, they were looking for something 
that would segue the experience. Those unexpected sto-
ries are the cherries on top. Another very touching one 
was a gentleman whose wife had died. They played the 
music for her as she passed, but they also used the music 
at the graveside.” 
 In fact, hit the link to the testimonial section at www.
room217.ca and you will read stories that range from a 61 
year old man with advanced frontal lobe dementia, who 
stopped the frenetic pacing in his room for the first time 
in months when Room 217’s Country Roads came on – 

 And there is solid science behind these melodies. 
Bev’s bibliography of mostly academic articles from 
scientists around the world presenting proof of music’s 
amazing ability to impact our bodies and our spirits is 
well over 100 references 
long on Room 217’s web-
site – and growing. 
 An annual Music 
Care Conference or-
ganized by Room 217 
attracts scientists, musi-
cians and caregivers 
alike, including such 
high profile names 
as Barenaked Ladies’ 
Steven Page and Cana-
dian music icon Dan Hill. 
 This year, the conference is being held in Frederic-
ton, as well as Toronto. “We’re very excited,” says Bev. 
“There’s just such incredible interest from all over the 
country. We’re hoping to have caregivers interested in 
using music in care, people who may have a mom with 
Alzheimer’s or a son with special needs, just looking for 
how they can use music more effectively.”
 This year will also bring a second boxed set of CDs 
from Room 217 and the groundwork for a sing-along CD 
to be released in 2013. 
 “That will be for those with mild cognitive impair-
ments, We are targeting early dementia, which will be a 
huge thing for our aging population, but we are doing it 
in a therapeutic way,” explains Bev.  
 “Like any charity, all of our vision is dependent on 
dollars. We’re grateful that there is such a huge return on 
investment for those who donate to Room 217. Because 
we sell what we’re doing, they can help us make it, and 
when we sell it, that gets turned back into the vision.”
 It’s a vision named for numbers on a door in a hospi-
tal in Uxbridge, steeped in family love, and dedicated to 
making life better with the gentle sound of music.
 “This is a social enterprise and we are the only ones 
in the country doing it,” says Bev. “We’re pioneering, 
there’s no question about it.”

By Karen Stiller
Focus on Scugog

Continued from page 5
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to a colicky baby named 
Matthew who dozes off to 
a Room 217 CD, much to 
his mother’s relief.
 “The intention is to 
support both the caregiver 
and the care-receiver,” ex-
plains Bev. “Caregivers are 
so anxious and strung out 
that Room 217 helps them 
too. Caregivers listen to it 
on the way to treatment 
or in bed. It can wash over 
people, it’s like a self care 
bath for the caregiver.”

The best choice for window coverings in Scugog.

905-213-2583
Joe Gibson, Blackstock

www.budgetblinds.com/
portperry

FREE 
In-Home 

Consultation

905-985-1441 
We look forward to seeing you.

Port Perry 
Employment 
    Services

is now located at 
119 Perry St., 

Unit 3,
Port Perry

For more information about 
our services, please drop by 

our new location or call us at

Taylor Ford Sales 
is pleased to welcome 

JON WAITE
to our 

Parts and Service Team 

TAYLOR FORD AUTO SERVICE
1565 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry 
(beside Walmart) 905-985-3655



FOCUS - FEBRUARY 2012  7   

 The Scugog Council for the Arts presents New 
Frontiers, an exhibition featuring the work of area 
young emerging artists in all media, in the Scugog 
Arts Resource Gallery in Port Perry. The exhibition 
opens on February 4 with an artist reception from 1-4 
p.m. and continues until February 25.
 The New Frontiers exhibition provides an opportu-
nity for young artists to explore their artistic potential 
in a public setting. 
 “I think that the show has great potential because 
we are giving young artists the opportunity to show 
their work outside of the educational setting” states 
SARC Gallery volunteer curator, Jennifer Blair. “We 
will be showcasing new, exciting work created by art-
ists just learning about the incredible things they can 
do with art”. 
 New Frontiers is open to all young Durham Region 
artists between the ages of 14 and 21, who have not 
completed a post secondary program in arts or ex-
hibited a body of work independently from a school 
setting. 
  The gallery is open Monday to Friday, 11 a.m. – 4 
p.m. and Saturday, noon – 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion contact the SARC at info@scugogarts.ca, phone 
905-982-2121 or visit www.scugogarts.ca.

Young emerging artists 
to be featured at gallery 

STIHL CHAIN SAWS

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

VALLANCE EQUIPMENT LTD.
4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

– Serving Durham Region since 1992 –

Since 1926, STIHL has set the standard in the development of chain 
saws. Their innovative technology, ergonomic design and outstanding 
quality have made STIHL the number one selling chain saw worldwide.
STIHL offers a full line of electric, consumer, semi-professional, profes-
sional, and specialty saws, to meet a wide range of cutting needs.

for property 
maintenance/ 
homeowner-
farming and 
landscaping

Forestry

Arborist 
Chain Saws

Rescue Saw

Telescopic 
Pruners

Electric 
Chain Saws
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Loud pipes a help for motorcyclists
Dear Editor,
 In the December issue of Focus on Scugog, I read the 
‘Thumbs Down’ about noisy motorcycles which caused 
me to have mixed emotions.  
 First is my disappointment of why non-riders say 
things they do not know anything about, or have never 
experienced. How easy it is for them to suggest that the 
saying, “loud pipes save lives” is a misconception, when 
you are not a rider.  The second is yes, sometimes I am 
embarrassed the pipes on my Harley are loud and they 
are stock pipes and thank my lucky stars they are. 
 I own two motorcycles and one is, as the writer 
stated, a 600 cc and much quieter. Last year in Utica that 
was the bike I was on when a van came out of  a hidden 
driveway and almost ran me over.  I am sure it scared 
both of us.  
 If it had of been the louder bike there is a chance the 
driver of the van may have given an extra look before 
pulling out.  
 When new motorcycle riders take their M1 and M2 
the instructors will tell them that “loud pipes” don’t save 
lives. They say that to drive home how important it is 
that they learn everything they can in the course.  
 I can’t knock the classes, they are very important, but 
you can only control yourself not other drivers.  
 So even if my ‘loud pipes’ only alert one in four 
non-aware vehicle drivers to take a look at me, I have 
increased my chances by 25 per cent of not being in an 
accident.  I like those odds and will continue to drive 
both bikes with the same caution.

David Ard
Port Perry

No room for ‘wish lists’ in budget

saddled with certain continuing costs that derive from 
decisions, or lack thereof, made by previous council. 
That being said only a bold, tough and imaginative 
approach to the 2012 budget will hold any proposed 
increase to between zero and the rate of inflation where 
it should be.   

Ed Richards
Port Perry

Editors Note:  Our apologies for the miscalculation of the 
ten-year tax totals. An increase of 36.6 per cent over ten years 
was certainly bad enough - but the correct total of 43.8 per 
cent makes it that much worse.

Continued from page 2

continued
Dear Focus...

MailboxBylaw helped control spread of disease
Dear Editor, 
 Regarding your article entitled “No spitting on the 
street,” in the January issue of Focus on Scugog, you’ll 
find that this municial bylaw is/was not all that uncom-
mon. The city of New York passed a similar bylaw in the 
1880s, as did numerous other municipalities.
 Spitting is an effective way of spreading respiratory 
diseases-tuberculosis and influenza in particular. The by-
laws which prohibited spitting on floors and sidewalks 
were a public health measure.
 Tuberculosis cases have been much more common in 
Canada in recent years.  Something to think about.

Paul Puckrin
Port Perry

Seniors gifting program a huge success
Dear Editor,
 On behalf of Joan and myself, we would like to thank 
all of those who supported the Community Gift Giving 
Program this past December. 
 With your help, all the residents at the Port Perry 
Nursing Home had a wonderful Christmas. We could 
not have achieved this without your support and we are 
grateful to be surrounded by such an amazing commu-
nity – always willing to give and support those in need.  
 Once again, thank you to all the businesses and resi-
dents who made this Christmas unforgettable.  

Joan Elliott,
Jill Howsam

BY MARLEY & ROSARIO

Marley Malcolm has returned to Port 
Perry after a year of international 
hairstyling experiences and is ready to 
bring that to Scugog residents.

Rosario Greco brings 30 years of 
experience with extensive training 
in worldwide courses as well as 
competition and judging events.
 
Both Marley and Rosario have the 
exceptional ability to deliver exactly the 
style you want... every time. They bring 
downtown styles with suburb prices.

Now accepting appointments
Call today.

Marley 289-354-0502
Rosario 905-442-8220 

180 Casimir St., Port Perry 

INTRODUCING…
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 Two Scugog organizations were among nine groups and 
individuals recognized for their work to help improve the 
local environment at Kawartha Conservation’s 33rd Annual 
General Meeting last month. More than 120 people attended 
the awards ceremony.
 Director Chuck Mercier presented the Community Con-
servationist Award to Pine Point Park Ltd., and the Scugog 
Lake Stewards Inc.
 Pine Point Park Ltd. has protected more than 500 feet 
of shoreline from ice damage and erosion. They have ac-

   Tom Phipps, Barbara Karthein and Jamie Ross (right) of the Scugog 
Lake Stewards, receive an award from director Chuck Mercier.

2012
KAWARTHA CONSERVATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS

Chair Donna Villemaire and Vice-Chair John Hancock.

John Hancock elected vice-chair of 
Kawartha Conservation Authority

complished this by raising funds through bottle drives 
and yard sales, in addition to support from the Scugog 
WATER Fund and our Shoreline Naturalization grant 
program.
 The work along their shoreline involved removing a 
berm caused by ice-damage, and preventing future dam-
age by re-grading the slope, installing rip rap stones and 
planting countless native plants to keep ice from pushing 
directly against the shoreline.
 Scugog Lake Stewards have provided many years of 
advocacy and research that is contributing to a healthier 
Lake Scugog. Their work includes, participation in vari-
ous initiatives that include the Lake Scugog Environmen-
tal Management Plan, North Durham Integrated Sustain-
ability Plan, Port Perry Sewage Lagoons, and Scugog 
Connections.
 The Lake Stewards have also provided conferences and 
workshops on private septic system technology, natural-
ization, shoreline maintenance and educating the commu-
nity through a regular “Life on the Lake” feature in Focus 
on Scugog magazine.
 In addition, the Lake Stewards introduced a pilot study 
on the use of weevils to control Eurasian Milfoil, advo-
cacy work on storm water management and, reducing the 
impacts of private septic systems on Lake Scugog.
 Following the meeting, Donna Villemaire was re-elect-
ed chair of Kawartha Conservation, and Scugog councillor 
John Hancock was elected to vice-chair. The nine person 
board of directors is comprised of representatives from 
the municipalities within the conservation authority’s 
watershed jurisdiction.

• Faxing • Copying • Laminating 
• Binding (various) • File Outputs 

• Large Format Copying • Canpar Depot 
• Computer Paper • Friendly Service

1974-2012

201 North St., Port Perry
905.985.9755
1.888.301.0055
production@ppprint.ca
www.ppprint.ca

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT

COME AND ENJOY A COFFEE ON
US FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

Your local printer for over 38 years!

Where can I 

Fax, Copy and
 Laminate in
 Port Perry?

Fax, Copy and
Fax, Copy and

Easy Accessible 
Parking!



“
 “If you want to keep your child safe and cut down on the 
possibility of injury let them play in a non-contact league. 
If you don’t like the so-called violence or fighting in hockey 
then don’t play it and don’t watch it; but stop changing the     
rules and changing this great sport that is hockey.”
 Blaine Sleep - from a letter to the editor of the Port Perry 
Star, October 2011.

 “This is a taking-care-of-business 
budget that will allow us to move forward 
in the future.”  “ We looked at a realistic 
dollar amount  that would be in an affordable 

range... and allow us to continue our services 
and visions that individuals have for the  
Township of Scugog.”

Mayor Chuck Mercier commenting on the 
2011 budget, his first as Scugog’s mayor, 
which slapped a 5.3 per cent tax increase 
on Scugog residents - March 2011.

   “Everything keeps 
disappearing and 
the costs keep  
going up.” 
   John Mackey - frustrated 
with the slow pace of nego-
tiations on a new lease for 
his Port Perry Marina, John 
Mackey addressed Scugog 
council. He says the Town-
ship’s decision to remove the 
marina’s boat launch and 
suddenly outlaw the on-site 
storage of docks and rental 
boats in the last couple of 
years has driven the costs of 
business up dramatically – 
July 2011.

     “People have a 
mental image of 
sewage treatment 
facilities. It’s quite 
a natural area, with 
swans and turtles, 
and we want to show 
that side and get 
away from the mis-
conceptions that it’s 
a cesspool.” 
 Rich Tindall, at the
Scugog sewage lagoons, 
where he hoped to dispel 
some of the misconceptions 
about the wastewater treat-
ment facility - May 2011.

 “It’s absolutely outrageous and 
I’d tell that to Roger Anderson’s 
face if I had a chance.”  “It cost 
me and everyone else in this 
room about $400 per person.”  
“They don’t get it,” he continued. 
“(Roger Anderson) doesn’t get it 
and (the York Region chairman) 
doesn’t get it. This is taxpay-
ers’ money and I’m absolutely 
outraged.”
 Scugog Councillor Howard Danson - commenting 
on Durham Region’s spending of $72,000 for the official open-
ing of the garbage incinerator - November 2011.

 “It’s Durham’s turn. I’m sick and tired of seeing 
(Mississauga Mayor) Hazel McCallion squawk and 

then (the Liberal government) move 
the gas plant for her,” said Mr. 
O’Toole on Friday morning. “We 
want nothing more and nothing 
less than Durham’s fair share.”
   Durham MPP, John O’Toole, 

following his landslide victory 
in the Provincial election - 
October 2011.

 “It is time all governments - municipal, regional 
and provincial - start to realize that the economy is in a 
stalemate and this is not the time to keep raising taxes. 
In other words - start operating within your means.”
 Jake Bisschop - from a letter to the editor of the Scugog 
Standard in December 2011, commenting on a proposed 4.24 
per cent increase in taxes this year.

“
Memorable

of 2011
Quotes

“
	 “I’m	not	trying	to	pick	a	fight,	
I just want them (council) to  
realize it (tax increase) has got 
to slow down. 
					I	have	difficulty	with	these	
types of increases year after year 
when the people I deal with 
don’t get the same kind of 
cost-of-living increases. Enough 
is enough.” 
 Local real estate agent Guy Latrielle addesses Scugog Coun-
cil in November 2011 – commenting on the township’s proposed 
2012 tax increase.
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 Durham Region is about to introduce important 
changes to its residential scrap metal curbside collection. 
The service, which begins February 13, should result in 
more materials being diverted from landfill to recycling 
markets. 
 Metal goods such as appliances, in addition to por-
celain items including toilets and sinks, and unwanted 
electronic waste, will now be managed through a “call-
in” service. 
 To have these types of items collected, residents are 
asked to call 1-800-667-5671 and schedule a collection. 
 There is no limit to the amount of metal goods, porce-
lain or e-waste that can be set out – but you must call for 
collection. 
 Collection of bulky items such as furniture does not 
change in these municipalities. There is still a two-item 
per set-out limit for bulky items.  Residents are not 
required to call in to schedule collection of bulky items. 
 For more information on these service level improve-
ments, please call the Region of Durham at 1-800-667-
5671, visit the Region’s website at www.durhamregion-
waste.ca, or email the Region at waste@durham.ca.

Region adds scrap metal and 
porcelain to curbside pickup

DR. BOB BOYKO
DDS F.R.C.D. (C) Ortho 
Orthodontist

DR. RAMI MAROUF
DDS 
Dentist

DR. SANDRO DEL ROSSO
H.B.Sc. DDS 
Dentist

DR. FARAH WALJI
DMD F.R.C.D.(C) Dip. Perio
Periodontist

462 Paxton Street, Port Perry
Located across from the hospital in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459
EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Complete 
Dental Care 
Professionals

Serving Port Perry
for 30 years

We pay the tax 
on all regular priced stock

Saturday Feb. 18th to Sunday Feb. 26th 



Valentine Roses and Flowers
Red Roses are the traditional 
Valentine’s Day gift. They 
represent the love, passion and 
romance you have for your 
sweetheart. But you could also 
be different and send something 
completely unexpected like 
gold roses or a variety of 
Valentine’s Day flowers and 
floral bouquets from the 
various shops in Port Perry.

Gourmet 
Chocolates –
A Sweet 
Indulgence
Gourmet chocolates 
are the perfect sweets 
for your sweetheart. 
A tasty splurge that is 
enjoyed by all, from 
assorted chocolates in 
heart shaped boxes, 
foil Valentine hearts, 
chocolate covered 
strawberries, truffles 
and more from top 
brands.

Other Than Love, Nothing is More Precious than Jewellery
Few things in life carry as much meaning as jewellery. Jewellery 
speaks when we can’t find the words and the reaction is often 
priceless. It has always been a classic gift for Valentine’s Day. 
A piece of jewellery can be a romantic sentimental item that 
can be a treasured gift forever. From silver to pearl to gold, 
charm her with something sweet on Valentine’s Day. 

Let us warm your inner romance and spark your imagination 
this Valentine’s Day. Our ecelectic mix of stores and restaurants 

are laden with different gift options to express your love. 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY

Shop   Dine   Relax
THIS VALENTINE’S DAY…

161 Queen Street • 905-985-1022

Haddock 
Halibut or Cod

Fish & Chips
Captain GeorgeCaptain George

Love fish?

Come and discover all the 
pleasures that downtown 
Port Perry has to offer! 
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Gifts for your One-of-a-Kind Valentine 
In search of a unique gift idea for your loved one? Consider choosing a 
locally made one-of-a-kind gift that your special someone will cherish 
forever. Our downtown merchants will be happy to help you purchase 
a most memorable gift for your sweetheart.

Dine Out on 
Valentine’s Day 
Valentine’s Day would 
not be complete without 
a sumptuous dinner. Spoil 
your loved one this February 
14th. Have a romantic 
dinner for two, or bring the 
whole family. Treat them to 
something savory!  
Tables are filling fast for 
Valentine’s Day, so reserve 
right away and beat the 
reservation rush.

271 Mary Street, 
Port Perry 
(behind Sobey’s)

905-985-2525

FLOWERS & GIFTS
Port Perry’s only locally owned 

and operated fl ower shop!

Deliver Happiness 
this

Valentine’s Days Day

FOR EACH 
DOZEN ROSES 

SOLD ON 
FEBRUARY 13 & 14 

WE WILL 
DONATE $2.00 

TO OUR 
PORT PERRY 
HOSPITAL 

AUXILIARY!!

       279 Queen Street, Port Perry
www.jesterscourt.ca

VALENTINE’S DINNER PACKAGES
Friday, February 11 thru Monday, February 14

CALL NOW FOR RESERVATIONS!

       THEY’RE BACK!
Durham Improv Presents An Interactive Dinner Theatre Production!

Gina & Joey’s Mafi a Wedding
2 Special Valentine’s Shows
Saturday February 11th & 
Wednesday February 14th

Limited Tickets
Call 647-899-3342 or

www.mafi awedding.evenbrite.com

handcrafted 
sterling silver

166 Water Street * 905.982.8778
www.dbsilversmithdesigns.com

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

jewellery ~ express yourself

View our Valentine’s 
Passion Menu on our 

Facebook page 
and our Website

www.harpandwylies.com
Call us to 

reserve your table.

VALENTINE’S 
PASSION  MENU

150 Water Street, Port Perry 
905-982-2103 • harpandwylies.com

Friday Feb. 10 to Tuesday Feb. 14

BESSIE LANES
One of a Kind Creations
2-268 Queen Street
Port Perry
905-985-3864

Local, 
handmade gifts 
for your Valentine.

We’re waiting to indulge you… Downtown Port Perry!   Life as it should be.
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Thumbs Down - Following the first snowfall of the 
season, the day after Christmas, some creative indi-
viduals took it upon themselves to build two large 
snowmen (persons) along the lakefront. But, as so 

often happens, vandals destroyed the creation before it 
was a day old. So one Focus on Scugog reader marched 
up our stairs with the photo below in hand and suggested 
a ‘thumbs down’ to the mindless individuals who de-
stroyed the happy snow couple.  Consider it done!

Thumbs Up - to local contractor Steve Snider who has 
been elected the latest president of 
the Durham Region Home Builder’s 
Association. Steve has been a 

contractor in the Port Perry/Scugog area 
for the past 30 years and is known for his 
exceptional workmanship. In being named 
president, Steve becomes the 58th per-
son to serve the association since it was 
formed. Congratulations Steve!

Thumbs Up - a really big ‘thumbs-up’ to the 56 brave 
souls who shed their winter gear to jump into Lake 
Scugog on the coldest day of the winter to date. 
With temperatures registering -18 C these hardy 

participants took the plunge to help raise funds for the lo-
cal hospital auxiliary. Also a thumbs up to the many volun-
teers who marshalled the area, cut open the ice, served 
coffee or helped in any way. Warm hearts on a cold day! 

 Thumbs Down - despite an attempt to show transpar-
ency at the township’s tax information meeting last 
month, officials seemed to have missed the mark. 
The slick visual presentation and hand-out material 

failed to impress, resulting in many walking away shaking 
their heads and grumbling. The general feeling was that 
there would be a verbal presentation, followed by ques-
tions and answers. Instead they got a room full of charts 
and councillors attempting to explain the sizeable tax in-
crease. Many were frustrated when they arrived and even 
more frustrated when they left. For this a ‘thumbs down’.

ThumbsComputer 
REPAIRS
IT and Network 
SUPPORT
PC and Server 
UPGRADES

333 Major St., Port Perry
             905-985-0568
gmcmullen@majortech.ca
SERVING SCUGOG & UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIPS

Trophies, Awards,
Corporate Promotions

Embroidery • Graphic Design
 Engraving •  Screen Printing

Pineridge Impress
905-985-2839

135 North Port Road, 
Port Perry

www.pineridgeimpress.ca

Your Name is Our Business

to the record number 
56 plungers (businesses and 
individuals) who braved the 
coldest day of the year!! 
to the community for your 
support, 
to the volunteers for their help, 

and to the following sponsers for making the fi fth Port Perry 
Polar Plunge such a success:

Township of Scugog Sandra Doyle Frank Smith
Mayor Chuck Mercier  Bill McKee Dave Bell
Helena Finn-Vickers Scugog Firefi ghters Murray Rodd 
Utica Equipment Services Lloyd Wakeford Ted Wright 
Queen Beans Coffee House Vos’ Independent Harp & Wylies

       $15,400
was raised for the Port Perry Hospital

The Auxiliary to 
Lakeridge Health Port Perry
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Scugog’s long-time neighbourhood friend  
and retirement community.

 

Visit our website for all of our upcoming events.
15987 Simcoe Street, Port Perry 

905-985-3312  •  www.portperryvilla.ca

“Life’s better at the Villa!”

March 9 at 1:30  
“Zoo To You”
Features many types of exotic 
animals in an amazingly 
interactive presentation.
Great for the kids!

MORE CONCERTS COMING. 
STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION

JUST IN TIME FOR 
MARCH BREAK! ! !

    Warren Strong has good reason to smile.  
    He and his wife Tracey, owners of Framer’s Gallery in Port Perry, recently re-
turned from an all-expenses paid trip to the fabulous “Atlantis” in the Bahamas 
last month, as guests of PokerStars.com.

       Warren won a ‘freeroll’ to the PokerStars Caribbean Adventure after en-
tering the online poker site’s 10th anniversary tournament. His winnings included 

the all-expenses paid flight to the Bahamas, plus accommodation for both he and 
Tracey at Atlantis and the $10,000 entry fee for the prestigious tournament. 
  Speaking with a reporter in the Bahamas last month, Warren admitted that he’d  
played poker all his life as a hobby and started online in 2004. “Aside from a few 

cash games and home games I have no live experience; certainly I have never played 
a live tournament like this,” he said.

    While he enjoys playing online poker for fun, he could never have 
dreamed he would one day sit elbow to elbow with some of the world’s best 
professional poker players.  “You see all the professional players on television. 
Then I started seeing them here, and now I’m playing with them. I can’t quite 
believe it,” he said.
        After four days sharing the table with the game’s elite – players like Carlos 
Mortensen, who has lifetime winnings of more than $10 million, and Martin Ja-
cobson, whose winnings surpass $2.6 million, Warren was finally eliminated. But 
he finished a respectable 29th out of 1,072 players - earning himself a cool $46,000. 
      Not too bad for a guy playing at this level for the first time. 
     Now, home in Port Perry, it’s back to reality – work and online poker. A bit of a 

letdown, but no doubt an experience he’ll not soon forget.
            Warren Strong

WARREN WINS  BIG
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 Every January, hundreds of avid fishermen haul their 
huts onto Lake Scugog and spend endless hours solving 
the world’s problems while waiting for that exhilarating 
tug on the line. This year however, there is a new ap-
proach to this age old sport.
 It’s an invention called the Bite-N-Lite and it is taking 
the industry by storm. Best of all it was developed and 
built right here in Scugog Township.
 John Galbraith is an environmental scientist who loves 
to invent things. Last year he created the goose dropping 
sweeper (Focus On Scugog, July, 2011), which was success-
fully used by the township to rid Palmer Park of Canada 
geese ‘leftovers’ before the Dragon Boat races. 
 “The Bite-N-Lite is something every fisherman can 
use,” John said, explaining he’s an avid fisherman, as well 
as a fish conservationist, having studied fish and wildlife 
in school.
 From its original concept in 2000 to today, the Bite-N-
Lite tip-up has gone through computer design and more 
importantly field testing in all weather conditions. The 
product is reliable and can handle anything winter or a 

fisherman can throw at it. 
 “I seem to unintentionally break everything I touch 
and this product was field tested to withstand my wear 
and tear,” John said, with a grin on his face.
 So what exactly is the Bite-N-Lite? As you can tell by 
the photo on this month’s cover and on this page, it’s a 
revolutionary approach to ice fishing. 
 John looked at the problems ice fishermen have: sit-
ting out in the wee hours of the morn-

A new light on ice fishing

ing trying to see where their lines 
are with icy windows, blowing 
snow and poor visibility add-
ing to the problems. The 
Bite-N-Lite solves the 
snags by lighting up 
when a fish has bitten. 
It also has the ability to be posi-
tioned for advance strike warn-
ings. This means you can space 
your set lines much further than 
ever before.
 Precisely positioned mag-
netic sensors react to the posi-
tion of the tip-up arm on 
the stand. The position of 
the arm can be adjusted to 
change the reaction time 

Local entrepreneur develops a 
revolutionary new “tip-up” which 
brings night fishing out of the dark

Dave Parsons, left, owner of Causeway Live Baits and Scugog resident and inventor John Galbraith with his revolutionary “Bite-N-Lite”.
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BUT WE’RE STILL OPEN!

P O N T I A C  B U I C K  G M C

P O N T I A C  B U I C K  G M C

   10 Vanedward Drive 
   Port Perry
   905-985-8474 
www.gusbrownportperry.com 

GUS BROWN

We are 
renovating 

our showroom 
and service 
department 

to better 
serve you.

Sales, Parts & Service 
Hours will remain the 
same during 
construction.

of the lights. It can be set for a slow reaction time when 
fishing for larger species of fish or on windy days when 
gusting wind triggers the tip-up.
 It can be set extremely light when fishing for pan fish 
or set to trigger the lights if a fish lifts the bait off the 
bottom, such as whitefish. A spool can be added to the 
tip-up when fishing in deeper water.
 Advance strike warning is very effective in signalling 
a school of fish in the area before anything has bitten 
your line. The signalling sensitivity is adjustable and the 
tip-up can be set light enough so that the live bait, when 
they are first dropped down the hole, will trigger the 
lights. When the live bait calms down the lights go off, 
but when a school of fish nears the area and the live bait 
reacts, the tip-up lights are again triggered. You can then 
position yourself and wait for a possible strike.
 When the season comes to an end and you somehow 
miss that window of opportunity to remove your hut 
you will be glad to know that the Bite-N-Lite floats. The 
LED lights are visible from half a kilometre away and 
last up to 50,000 hours.
 Many fishermen and tackle stores were impressed by 
the Bite-N-Lite’s durability and functionality and John 
quickly found himself receiving orders.  One of these 
is Dave Parsons, owner of Causeway Live Baits in Port 
Perry. “I was really impressed with the product and sug-
gested we do a beta test in my store,” Dave commented.
 “Response was overwhelming and Dave could not 
keep them on the shelves,” John added, proudly.
 The initial units were assembled in John’s garage, 
but less than two months after the introduction to the 
market and due to overwhelming popularity, John part-
nered with “The Canadian Trade Company” to have the 
product manufactured on a commercial scale. It is now 
available to Canada and the rest of the world.
 Fishing is one of Canada’s leading winter sports and 
ice fishing, with its challenging conditions, demands 
dedication. The Bite-N-Lite is revolutionary and thanks to 
Port Perry inventor John Galbraith it has given fisher-
man a new way to ‘tackle’ the sport. 
 For more information on this great invention visit 
www.bitenlite.com.

By Jonathan van Bilsen
Focus on Scugog

HAVE YOU HEARD?

905.985.2468

We are more than PRINTERS,
we are DESIGN

COPYING
PRINTING
DESIGN

PROFESSIONALS



TAX TIP
Proper bookkeeping helps by;
1 -  Providing easier tax preparation (less 

expensive) and ensures no missed 
deductions.

2 -  Provides knowledge of your business 
cash fl ow and profi tability.

3 -  Your book’s fi nancial statements along 
with your tax assessment help when 
negotiating with fi nancial institutions.

4 - Its the LAW!
Pam Mansfi eld, Bookkeeping Plus+      
905-435-4179

4 River Street, Seagrave
905-985-8962

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES

If so, please call:

 * E-File
* Personal Income Tax

* Computerized Payroll
* Small Business 

Bookkeeping
Offi ce Hours:

Monday to Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Extended Evening & 
Saturday Hours 

during Tax Time by 
Appointment Only

New
Clients 

Welcome

905-243-5834
www.judiweedmark.ca

Judi Weedmark
CRESCENT MORTGAGE CORP.

Over 35 years’ experience
Available 24 hours / 7 days
Professional, convenient, 

and speedy mortgage service
Finance reorganization

TAX TIP
Did you know that not all slips that you receive for your tax returns 
are due to arrive to you as of the end of February?  T3 slips are 
not required to be mailed out until March.  Make sure you have all 
your slips before heading to your tax preparer – adjustments may 
cost you extra money that is better in your pocket than some else’s.
Nellie Westerman, Computerized Accounting Services
905-985-0195

Anita Van Zeeland
ACCOUNTING AND TAX SERVICES

All Accounting & Bookkeeping Services
Computerized, Government Remittances, GST, Payroll, 

PST, Debt Consolidations,Government/Creditors, CRA Audits, 
Tax Strategies and Budgets, Business Plans 

(Port Perry)Phone: 905-986-5217
Fax: 905-986-0034   Email: aypeck@hotmail.com

Just one call to me could save you thousands of dollars in unclaimed tax refunds.

- TAXES -
Corporate, Small Business, Farming, Personal

tax returns 
starting at only

$30
2009

“I specialize in
FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

analyzing & dissecting your accounts to maximize
your tax savings, corporate or fixed income.”

If tax time brings you stress, this feature gives 
you an excellent start to fi nding the services of a 
professional in the Scugog area who will help you.
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TAX TIP
With 35 years in the mortgage business and over 40 lenders to choose 
from I can provide you with all the information you require to make 
an informed and sound decision for you and your family as it pertains 
to your mortgage whether it be a refi nance or house purchase.
Judi Weedmark, Crescent Mortgage Corp.
905-243-5834     •     www.judiweedmark.ca

Port Perry Branch
1535 HWY #7A
Port Perry, Ontario
L9L 1B5
905 985 2131 ext. 4402

A long-term
investment
deserves
long-term
advice.
Talk to a Scotia® advisor today about getting a Second Opinion
on your investments. 

 ® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used by its affiliates under license.
Scotiabank Group includes The Bank of Nova Scotia and its affiliates, The Bank of Nova
Scotia Trust Company, Scotia Asset Management L.P., Scotia Asset Management U.S.
Inc., ScotiaMcLeod Financial Services Inc., and ScotiaMcLeod, a division of Scotia Capital
Inc. Scotia Capital Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.

1 - 1 Brock St E
Uxbridge ON
905 852 9714

www.bdo.ca
BDO Canada Limited is an affiliate of BDO Canada LLP. BDO Canada LLP, a Canadian 
limited liability partnership, is a member of BDO International Limited, a UK 
company limited by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of 
independent member firms. BDO is the brand name for the BDO network and for 
each of the BDO Member Firms.

BDO CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
AND ADVISORS

pmansfi eld@bookkeepingplus.info  
www. bookkeepingplus.info 

We work as a team 
with our clients to 

ensure their time is 
spent on the business 

they love, while 
having confi dence the 
offi ce and books are 

kept up to date.

Over 20 years in bookkeeping and development of small business.

Plus + We also offer a complete range of offi ce services:
• Small Business  Consulting    • Training The Entrepreneur

• Software Set Up & Training

SERVICES OFFERED:
Bookkeeping:

• Payroll    • General Ledger Maintenance  
• Profi tability Projection    • Fixed Asset Management  
• Cash Flow Projection      • Government Remittance  

• Taxation Services

1-800-403-7264   
905-435-4179

Pamela D. Mansfi eld

CG MOBILE ACCOUNTING SERVICES

  gouldingc7@gmail.com

CATHY GOULDING

705-786-9492
    B
    G’ R
    P

TAX TIP
Child care receipts. To ensure you do not lose the tax credit make 
sure you have a receipt and keep copies for each child showing the 
name of the activity, date, amount paid and child’s name. 
Send in the envelope CRA provides. Send only copies this way. 
If you send the original you have no proof of what was lost!
Anita Van Zeeland FTA, Forensic Tax Accountant
905-986-5217

11490 Simcoe St., Port Perry   Fx: 905-985-3007
nwestaccounting@wchighspeed.com    

905-985-0195

TAX HOURS: 
Mon.- Fri. 8am-6pm 
Sat. 9am-2pm 
or by appointment

Let us help you get all the benefi ts
for which you are entitled.
Are you aware of all the new tax credits, deductions, fi ling 
procedures, forms, and formulas regarding tax returns? We are 
well acquainted with these and more, having attended seminars 
dealing specifi cally with the intricacies of the 2011 tax return.
Give us a call and we will maximize your deductions and
tax credits to lower your income tax payable and keep money 
in your pocket.
•   personal tax returns 

-e-fi le service
• RRSP tax planning
•  small business 

accounting
•  computerized 

payroll

Computerized Accounting  Service
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 Walking towards the Port Perry Polar Plunge last month, it took only 
minutes to realize how cold it was.  Even without looking at a thermom-
eter, which would have registered about -18 Celsius, it was evident this 
would be one of the coldest mornings for the annual dip in Lake Scugog.
 Volunteers, who had earlier that morning cut open a large hole in the 
seven-inch thick ice, worked to keep the open water from freezing. Specta-
tors gathered, bundled from the blood numbing cold with warm scarves, 

toques, heavy coats and thick gloves awkwardly holding hot 
drinks. Something to keep the blood flowing. 
 It seemed unimaginable that a group of 56 plungers would 
strip down to t-shirts and bathing suits to make the valiant 100 
yard dash from the warmth of the bus/changeroom and weave 
their way along a snow covered path lined by a large crowd of 
cheering spectators. 
 Bad enough – but they completed the trek by leaping into the 
frigid body of cold water which lay sparkling in the morning sun.
 Group after group made their way to the lake to take the 
plunge, emerging from dunking with mouths agape - crying out 
in shock and laughter as their bodies shuddered from the sudden 
shock of the temperature change.
 But it was all for a good cause - nobody was injured, the crowd 
roared with approval and the Hospital Auxiliary profited to the 
sum of $15,400 thanks to the bravery of the plungers and generos-
ity of their sponsors.
 Seven businesses and organizations fielded teams this year, 
bringing the total number of plungers to the highest number since it was started five years ago.

 Teams registered came from Shoppers 
Drug Mart, which had 11 plungers and 
brought in $1,655. Other teams came from 
Cuddly Bunny, Port Perry Printing, Crabby 
Joes, CIBC, Scugog Firefighters and the 
Rotary Club.
 Individual participants were not to 
be left behind. The plungers with the top 
amounts in pledges were Debbie Hodgins 
who brought in an amazing $2,125., Judy 
Anderson with $1,503 and Tony Kaschahub 
from Progressive Electric with $1,440. 
 Judy and Tony have plunged all five 
years and Debbie is on her second year. As 
well Thorsten Koseck, from the Board of 
Directors for Lakeridge Health contributed 
$1,130.
 It goes without saying, the Hospital 
Auxiliary is thankful to all the plungers for 
their creative spirit in choosing fabulous 
costumes, for their incredible bravery in 
the face of such cold and for their diligence 
in collecting the many pledges.
 Organizers also wished to thank the 
sponsors of the participants who pledged 

Taking the plunge 
was never so cold

Katie Lunny lets out a ‘cold’ scream.

 The Shopper’s Drug Mart team enters the lake, front left, Morgan Parker, Shellie 
Huckabone and Katie Lunny. Closely behind them are Bailey Taylor, Lucas Sewards 
and Linda Lowe.              

Unidentified penguin takes a ‘flying’ leap.
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so much money to their favourite plunger. “It is surpris-
ing and uplifting each year to see the generosity and 
support from the community for this event and for the 
hospital”, said Ruth Spearing.
 Following the event, at the Auxiliary General Meeting 
on January 16, the membership agreed to spend $137,000 
for a variety of hospital equipment from funds raised at 
numerous community events and fundraisers.
 The equipment includes:
 • 4 defibulators - $60,000
 • ceiling lifts for the rooms - $60,000
 • a walk behind floor scrubber - $12,000
 • an infant scale for the New Life Centre - $5,000

     Polar plungers came in all 
shapes and sizes last month, 
dressed and partially undressed. 
Pictured above, smiling and 
happy to have survived the plunge 
are Rachel Beechey, Darlene 
MacLean-White, Kyle Whealy, 
Cynthia Broome, Kim Visconti of 
Port Perry Print.
     In the photo at right, Jason 
Behling leads his fellow firemen 
Kyle Kiiskinen, left, and Jared Ol-
sen to the lake for their frigid dip.

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten

With over 130 years  
of Broker experience,
Emmerson Insurance  

Brokers Ltd. have been
serving Scugog Township 

and surrounding areas  
with Competitive, 

Comprehensive and 
Personalized service  

since 1917.
193 Queen Street

Port Perry
905-985-7306       

1-800-387-5642

“Scugog’s locally owned  
and operated

General Insurance Broker”

INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
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SINCE 1917

www.emmersoninsurance.com

RAY 
HOBBS

GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

webC
M

S S  lutions

Time 
for a 
New 

Website?
905-982-0450

info@cmswebsolutions.com
www.cmswebsolutions.com
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 The fourth annual David Festival, an event which offers 
participants a unique opportunity to enhance and refine 
their performance and artistry skills, returns to Port Perry 
from March 23 to 25.
 Arts enthusiasts are invited to hone their worship 
skills at workshops in choral singing, writing, worship 
band, and new for this year, the visual arts. Workshops 
will be held at various Port Perry churches. 
 The festival wraps up with a worship service on 
Sunday, March 25, at which a mass choir of 100 youth and 
adult festival participants sing and other attendees may 
share what they’ve learned and created. The worship 
service is open to the community as well as festival goers.
 The David Festival begins with a Friday evening explo-
ration of this year’s festival theme – worshiping with the 
whole heart – to support the instruction offered in five 
areas of the arts. 
 Led by local music teachers Cathy Pavlik and Suzanne 
Garriock, the children’s choral workshop, for ages 7 to 
11, will be held on Saturday morning at St. John’s Pres-
byterian Church. Also on Saturday morning, a writing 
workshop at the Church of the Ascension with clinician 
N.J. Lindquist advises on Writing from the Heart to the 
Glory of God. 
 Emmanuel Community Church is the site for worship 
bands to hone their musical skills, whole-hearted wor-

ship and refine relationships within the band, at a day 
long clinic led by musicians Mike Janzen, Terry Posthu-
mus and Josh McCabe. 
 Adult and youth choristers are encouraged to improve 
their vocal production and choral presentation skills in an 
afternoon clinic with local musician and teachers Sasha 
Liebich-Tait and Charles White, at Port Perry United 
Church. 
 New to the festival this year is a day of instruction in 
the visual arts on the Saturday, facilitated by artist Linda 
Wielinga, which explores how we can incorporate the 
visual arts in worship. 
 The morning session at Hope Christian Reformed 
Church will consider the role of art throughout church 
history, as well as its use in our local churches today. Par-
ticipants are asked to dress in old clothes for the hands-
on afternoon session, where there is opportunity to work 
in various mediums to reflect the David Festival’s theme; 
worshipping with the whole heart.
 Registration for the March 23 to 25 David Festival is 
due February 10. All are welcome to attend the Sunday, 
March 25 celebration worship service.  For registration 
and information phone 905-985-3423 or contact organiz-
ers at davidfestival@powergate.ca . 
 Check out the festival on facebook. 

A celebration of Christian worship through the arts
The David FestivalThe David Festival



Optimal health is the goal for most of us, but even the most health 

conscious people would likely admit there’s room for improvement.  

Much of that room for improvement lies in a combination of diet, fitness, 

mental health, physical wellness, and a healthy self-esteem.  

February 7th,  6:30pm 
Port Perry Health Clinic
1894 Scugog Street
• Introduction to Energy Healing
• Q & A
• Suggested Donation: $20

February 18th,  11:00am - 12:30pm 
Port Perry Flowyoga 
183 Casimir Street        Cost: $25 + HST

• Journey into the Power of your Energy Field
Call 905-441-7874 for bookings, log on to 
www.portperryflowyoga.com for details!

Workshops - February 2012

port perry health Clinic
1894 scugog street
unit 7
905-985-3702

Certified Integrative  
Energy Healing Practitioner 

For more information log on to 
www.healingcurrent.com 
or email 
Christina@healingcurrent.com 

905-985-3624  
175 North Street, Port Perry
www.yourhealthchiro.ca

CHIROPRACTIC & ACUPUNCTURE
Dr. Sabrina Hooper BA, BEd, DC  /  Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC

All aspects of your being; 

physical, mental, emotional 

and spiritual require the same 

attention and respect.

Everyone is at a different place 

on their well-being journey. 

 
Everyday is a new  

opportunity to work on the 

factors that need change.
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� e Natural Alternative…

~  C B M E H P  ~

Susanne Schmid, CM.Ac.,
Traditional & Medical Practitioners - Ontario
Call for appointment:   905 244 4336
1894 Scugog St., (Food Basics Plaza) Port Perry

AcupunctureHEALING  POINTS

Ask about our * NEW * Treatment - Cranial Sacral � erapy

1/3 Page
Horizontal

Mari-Ann Britt, DD

DENTURE CLINIC
Your Smile Makeover Specialist

Get Your

Back

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 2  (McDonald’s Plaza)
Port Perry
Fax: 905-982-2088

• Private Waiting Room
• Same Day Repairs & Relines

• Teeth Whitening
• Mouth Guards

• Implant Retained Dentures 
• Full/Partial Dentures
• Permantly Retained Dentures

905-982-2087

Physiotherapy is a service that provides recovery and relief 
from many musculoskeletal disorders.

People from all age groups can benefi t from the benefi ts 
of Physiotherapy.  We often hear the phrase from seniors 
“getting older is for the birds”. But pain does not have to 
be an accepted part of daily life just because you’re getting 
older.  Physiotherapists are highly skilled and educated 
practitioners who have the ability to thoroughly assess 
your injury and determine the best care plan for your 
particular dysfunction.  

Nobody can guarantee pain-free living, but it helps 
to become educated on your injury and to have a 
management plan that can help you achieve your physical 
goals. See someone who knows... a Physiotherapist! 

For more information or need questions answered contact: 

Physiotherapy Associates of Port Perry
462 Paxton Street (across from the hospital) 
905-985-8363

See our ad on page 26

Physiotherapy Benefi ts All Ages
Chiropractic is one of the most commonly used natural 
treatments for health promotion and wellness. Chiropractic 
is most often used in the treatment of headaches, neck 
pain, and is also promoted as a treatment for aches and 
pains related to the muscles, joints and nerves. 

There is mounting research that supports regular 
Chiropractic treatments for the promotion of your general 
health.  For example, research has shown an increase the 
activity of your immune system following a Chiropractic 
treatment.  

Your Health Chiropractic offers Chiropractic, Acupuncture, 
and Registered Massage Therapy services for both 
treatment of injuries and pain or to help promote your 
health and wellness.  For more information on how our 
service can benefi t you feel free to visit our website. 

Your Health Chiropractic
175 North Street 
905-985-3624  •  www.yourhealthchiro.ca

See our ad on page 23

Healthy Choices
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Healing with energy is one of the most ancient healing 
practices within our History of Humanity. In every 
culture and medical tradition before ours, healing was 
primarily accomplished by the movement of energy.

When our energy is moving as opposed to restricted, 
we feel better and clearer. Our bodies create blockages 
from prolonged stress, injuries, illness, P.T.S.D, drugs 
and emotional stress to name a few. Our bodies 
contain these energetic memories. With the movement 
of energy we transform it, to clear blockages, free up 
energy, create expansion, relieve stress, organize the 
mind, and re-energize the body. 

Christina works closely with her clients’ own personal 
awareness of energy in their body. She offers 
Energy Healing Practices and Refl exology in your 
home or at:
  
Port Perry Health Clinic
1894 Scugog Street, Unit 7
905-985-3702
www.healingcurrent.com
Christina@healingcurrent.com   

See our ad on page 23

Healing With Energy

improving quality of life

www.marleneturcotte.norwex.biz    905-925-4455

Home Essentials & 
Certifi ed Organic 

Skin Care for families 
                        …and much, much more!

ORGANIC
COSMETIC

Call your Independent Sales Consultant today.
Marlene Turcotte

188 Mary St., Port Perry  •  905-982-8770
 tzoneportperry@gmail.com
www.t-zonevibration.com

10 MINUTES = 1 HOUR WORKOUT

IT’S QUICK, IT’S EASY 
AND IT WORKS!

Membership cost is 
$49.00 a month - 
no other fees

Come dressed as 
you are - no special 
clothing required

All you need is 1 or 2 
10 minute sessions a 
day (3-4 days a week)

… after only one month at T-Zone 
my knee pain and range of motion 
has really improved …

 Member #15, Port Perry

… I feel healthier, stronger, energized 
and most of all, I’m seeing results in 
just 2 weeks …

 Donna, Port Perry

… after the fi rst three weeks I was 
down four inches and feeling health-
ier then I have in many years …

 Andrea, Port Perry

No appointments needed...  drop in any time

Registered Massage Therapist
offers MLD/CDT
Therapeutic massage is an important part of 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Regular treatments 
can result in relaxation, decreased muscle tension 
and stress, relief of chronic pain, and improved joint 
mobility, circulation and sleep. Massage therapy 
benefi ts all people whether injured, ill, stressed or 
healthy.

Manual Lymph Drainage (MLD) consists of light 
rhythmic manipulations on the skin that stimulate 
the lymph fl ow and fl uid movement in the body. 
MLD gently cleanses the body of waste products, 
improves the immune system and accelerates 
healing. MLD is effective with rheumatic diseases, 
traumatic edema and pain, post-surgical edema, 
lymphedema, stress, sleep disorders, migraines, 
CRPS, fi bromyalgia, and phantom pain.

Combined Decongestive Therapy (CDT) is an 
effective treatment for lymphedema. It uses a 
combination of MLD, skin care, bandaging, and 
exercise.

Burketon Massage Therapy
Darlene Spence, B.Sc., RMT, MLD/CDT
905-244-7223
www.burketonmassagetherapy.com

See our ad on page 27
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The Norwex Mission is:  Improving quality of life by radically 
reducing the use of chemicals in personal care and cleaning.

The defi nition of clean is to remove all forms of contaminants 
from a surface with no residuals left behind.  True cleanliness 
does not smell.  Dirt, dust, grease and bacteria are removed 
instead of spread around your home, creating a cleaner, 
healthier indoor environment.

In laboratory testing, Norwex antibacterial microfi ber is 
proven to remove up to 99.99% of the bacteria from a 
surface and inactivate it within 24 hours. It is indeed 
The REAL Clean.

With the Norwex antibacterial microfi ber system, you don’t 
breathe, touch or ingest chemicals – you simply utilize 
water.

Please visit my website to view all our products and our 
monthly Customer and Host/Hostess Specials. 

Marlene Turcotte, 
Independent Sales Consultant
Port Perry   905-925-4455
www. marleneturcotte.norwex.biz

See our ad on page 25

The REAL Clean

Weight Loss Simplified!

Health Foods & Natural Products

Look and feel your best! Whatever your weight 
loss goal, the PROVEN RESULTS Weight Loss Plan 
by Renew Life will get you there, once and for all.

180 Mary Street, Port Perry  905-985-0861

Burn Fat • Balance Blood Sugar • Increase Lean Muscle Mass • Enhance Elimination
 PROVEN RESULTS WEIGHT LOSS PLAN
 Day 1 to 14
  Take DietSTART daily as directed. This 14 day kit will help your body to burn

fat and release excess water and waste. You can lose 2-10 lbs. in 2 weeks!

Day 15 to GOAL!
After completing DietSTART, switch to SIMPLY TRIM until you reach your desired 
weight. Just two capsules of SIMPLY TRIM a day will turn your body into a natural 
fat burning machine, helping you lose weight and reshape your body.

 Accelerated Weight
  To take your weight loss results to the next level, replace one meal per day 

with a FitSMART Shake. FitSMART Shakes are a simple and satisfying 
way to lower calories and enhance weight loss results.

Visit in-store for your free copy of the “Proven Weight Loss Results“ booklet.

THESE PRODUCTS
Sale ends 

February 29, 2012

BURKETON MASSAGE THERAPY
Darlene Spence,  B.Sc., RMT, MLD/CDT

Registered Massage Therapist

Manual Lymph Drainage & Combined 
Decongestive Therapist (Dr. Vodder School)

Professional Hands You Can Trust

5 Sumac Road,  Burketon    •   905-244-7223  
dspenceRMT@xplornet.ca     •   www.burketonmassagetherapy.com

Weight Loss Simplified!

Health Foods & Natural Products

Look and feel your best! Whatever your weight 
loss goal, the PROVEN RESULTS Weight Loss Plan 
by Renew Life will get you there, once and for all.

180 Mary Street, Port Perry  905-985-0861

Burn Fat • Balance Blood Sugar • Increase Lean Muscle Mass • Enhance Elimination
 PROVEN RESULTS WEIGHT LOSS PLAN
 Day 1 to 14
  Take DietSTART daily as directed. This 14 day kit will help your body to burn

fat and release excess water and waste. You can lose 2-10 lbs. in 2 weeks!

Day 15 to GOAL!
After completing DietSTART, switch to SIMPLY TRIM until you reach your desired 
weight. Just two capsules of SIMPLY TRIM a day will turn your body into a natural 
fat burning machine, helping you lose weight and reshape your body.

 Accelerated Weight
  To take your weight loss results to the next level, replace one meal per day 

with a FitSMART Shake. FitSMART Shakes are a simple and satisfying 
way to lower calories and enhance weight loss results.

Visit in-store for your free copy of the “Proven Weight Loss Results“ booklet.

THESE PRODUCTS
Sale ends 

February 29, 2012

Located in the 
Medical Building 
462 Paxton St., Port Perry
For an appointment call:    

905-985-8363

If you have PAIN… we can help.
Arthritis can be very agonizing and debilitating.  

Physiotherapy can help people with arthritis in many ways:
• reduce pain  • improve movement • strengthen key muscles
• assist you to be independent and functioning as well as possible.

Call us today for your individualized assessment.
Evening and early morning appointments available.

No referral necessary.

Covered By 
Most Extended 

Health Plans 

  ACUPUNCTURE 
and

MASSAGE THERAPY

Let’s get something 
perfectly clear – 
YOUR WATER!
Free in home water analysis. 
Service to all makes of water  
softeners and water treatment systems.
Free install on purchased softeners ultra violet and reverse osmosis.
VIO Systems
1894 Scugog St., Unit 1, Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 1-888-468-1336            
www.ecowater.ca VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
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Since 1925.

Few body structures have more infl uence over your health and 
well being than your central nervous system and few body 
systems have an infl uence on your central nervous system than 
the craniosacral system – the soft tissues and fl uid that protect 
your brain and spinal cord. 

It releases tensions deep in the body to relieve pain and dysfunction 
and improve whole body health and performance. It is highly 
benefi cial for headaches, chronic neck and back pain, motor 
coordination impairments, chronic fatigue, P.T.S.D. and many more. 

Please call for more information any time.

Susanne Schmid, CM.Ac.
1894 Scugog Street, Port Perry
905-244-4336

Coming soon… Blood Cell Analysis
See our ad on page 24

The Healing Power Of  A Gentle Touch
Craniosacral Therapy

Mattress
OUTLET
Pillow Pedic 2” Pillow Top

180 Casimir St., Port Perry

905-985-6023

QUEEN $300.
DOUBLE $250.

TWIN $200.

Made in
Canada

MANY IN 
STOCK

Come In to T-Zone Port Perry Today
The new year prompts us to consider new beginnings and no 
matter your body type or age, T-Zone Vibration machines can 
help. A wide range of health objectives can be achieved in far 
less time than conventional machine exercise with less stress 
on joints, ligaments and tendons.

We offer a free 10 minute trial to anyone new. Drop in 
anytime, no appointment necessary! No special clothing is 
required either, so come by on your lunch break or on your 
way to the grocery store.

For only $49 a month (no contract required) you can use our 
vibration machines Monday to Thursday 8am – 8pm, Friday 
8am – 6pm, and Saturday 8am – 2pm.  We recommend 1-2 
ten minute sessions a day at least 3-4 days a week. Or ask 
how you can own your own machine with our EZPay Financing.

T-Zone Port Perry
188 Mary Street, Port Perry
905-982-8770 
www.t-zonevibration.com

See our ad on page 25
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The Norwex Mission is:  Improving quality of life by radically 
reducing the use of chemicals in personal care and cleaning.

The defi nition of clean is to remove all forms of contaminants 
from a surface with no residuals left behind.  True cleanliness 
does not smell.  Dirt, dust, grease and bacteria are removed 
instead of spread around your home, creating a cleaner, 
healthier indoor environment.

In laboratory testing, Norwex antibacterial microfi ber is 
proven to remove up to 99.99% of the bacteria from a 
surface and inactivate it within 24 hours. It is indeed 
The REAL Clean.

With the Norwex antibacterial microfi ber system, you don’t 
breathe, touch or ingest chemicals – you simply utilize 
water.

Please visit my website to view all our products and our 
monthly Customer and Host/Hostess Specials. 

Marlene Turcotte, 
Independent Sales Consultant
Port Perry   905-925-4455
www. marleneturcotte.norwex.biz

See our ad on page 25

The REAL Clean

Weight Loss Simplified!

Health Foods & Natural Products

Look and feel your best! Whatever your weight 
loss goal, the PROVEN RESULTS Weight Loss Plan 
by Renew Life will get you there, once and for all.

180 Mary Street, Port Perry  905-985-0861

Burn Fat • Balance Blood Sugar • Increase Lean Muscle Mass • Enhance Elimination
 PROVEN RESULTS WEIGHT LOSS PLAN
 Day 1 to 14
  Take DietSTART daily as directed. This 14 day kit will help your body to burn

fat and release excess water and waste. You can lose 2-10 lbs. in 2 weeks!

Day 15 to GOAL!
After completing DietSTART, switch to SIMPLY TRIM until you reach your desired 
weight. Just two capsules of SIMPLY TRIM a day will turn your body into a natural 
fat burning machine, helping you lose weight and reshape your body.

 Accelerated Weight
  To take your weight loss results to the next level, replace one meal per day 

with a FitSMART Shake. FitSMART Shakes are a simple and satisfying 
way to lower calories and enhance weight loss results.

Visit in-store for your free copy of the “Proven Weight Loss Results“ booklet.

THESE PRODUCTS
Sale ends 

February 29, 2012

BURKETON MASSAGE THERAPY
Darlene Spence,  B.Sc., RMT, MLD/CDT

Registered Massage Therapist

Manual Lymph Drainage & Combined 
Decongestive Therapist (Dr. Vodder School)

Professional Hands You Can Trust

5 Sumac Road,  Burketon    •   905-244-7223  
dspenceRMT@xplornet.ca     •   www.burketonmassagetherapy.com
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Scugog ?What’ s Up`

    Big Brothers, Big Sisters of North Dur-
ham are set to host their 
popular “Chicken Wing 
and Pizza Night”.
Come out for a fun-filled 
night and enjoy delicious wings and 
pizza prepared by some of Scu-
gog’s local restaurants. Entertain-
ment by a DJ, cash bar, auction, raffle and more.
 Date: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
 Time: Doors open at 7 p.m.
 Location: Scugog Community Centre
 Tickets: $30 per person available at the 
 Scout Hall, 15585 Simcoe St., Port Perry.
 Information: Call 905-985-3733

SUnDAY, FEBRUARY 5
BRUCE GORRIE BAND

 Bruce Gorrie; sax, alto tenor and flute,
Rob Bulger guitar; Doug Matthews bass  

and Steve Kostashuk, drums. 

SUnDAY, FEBRUARY 26
SEAN BELLAVITI BAND

Our long lost Sean, of 
Lula Lounge fame, is 
back from Panama with 
new beats! Sean on keys 
with a rhythm section

Start Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Jester’s Court, 
upstairs
Information: Contact 
Lynn McDonald at:
lynn@lynnmcdonaldjazz.com
Tickets: $15 per person

JAZZ at JESTERS
WINTER JAZZ FEST

Chicken Wing & Pizza Night

EYE EXAMINATIONS ARRANGED
PRESCRIPTION LAB SERVICES

30 Water St  Port Perry   905-985-9388

SEEING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES

Alizé® with AST®
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DAVID CELIA BAND
Contemplative, hopeful, whimsi-
cal – David Celia’s music manages 
to naturally and effortlessly cross 
genres and ages. Interpreting 
songs by popular artists such as 
Neil Young, The Police, Pink Floyd, 
The Clash, U2, and playing his 
highly acclaimed original material, 

David Celia will captivate the Greenbank audience.
 Date: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
 Time: 8:00 p.m.
 Location: Greenbank Centennial Hall
 Tickets: $25 per person. Available at:  
 POE, Port Perry, 905-985-0060; or call  
 905-985-8351 or 905-852-4282.

GreenbankFolk
Music  Soc iety

 The Port Perry Firefighter’s Association is holding 
its 11th Annual Yuk Yuk’s Firefighter’s Comedy Night 
& Dance this month.  Profits from this annual char-
ity event are used to support several local charities, 
including Dreams Take Flight, Lighting the Way, Lak-
eridge Health Port Perry, Big Brothers / Big Sisters, 
the Durham Region Cancer Centre and more. Door 
prizes, dance, late night buffet.
 Date: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
 Doors Open: 6:30 p.m
      Show Starts: 7:30 P.M.
 Location: Scugog Community Centre
 Tickets: $40 each. For reservations phone  
         289-688-9687 or email ppfa@hotmail.ca

F I R E F I G H T E R S
C H A R I T Y  C O M E D Y

 A unique interactive dinner theatre 
which will keep guests fully entertained. 
This is a great night out for a group as 
well as for people celebrating special 
occassions. See story on page 15.
 Date: FEBRUARY 11 and 14 
 Time: 6:30 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, Port Perry
 Tickets: $50 each at Jester’s Court
 or www.mafiawedding.eventbrite.com

GINA & JOEY’S 
MAFIA WEDDING

 Port Perry United Church choir invites you to 
beat the winter blues and enjoy an evening of 
music with Nancy Telfer and her guest Marilyn 
de Lang on the beautiful grand piano - 
“A Celebration of 88 Keys”.
Date: Saturday, February 25 
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Port Perry United   
            Church Sanctuary
Tickets: Adults $15., Students $8. 
Available from the church office 
905-985-2801

 Celebration of 88 Keys

CADENZA AUDITIONS
 Auditions for Cadenza Productions next offering - 
“A Little Night Music” will take place at the Port Perry 
United Church, by appointment only, on the weekend 
of February 24 and 25, with callbacks on March 1st. 
Rehearsals will commence in early April. 
 Auditionees will be asked to present a serio-comic 
monologue, one Sondheim song and one other classi-
cal vocal selection. Roles available for both male and 
female adults.Visit www.cadenzaproductions.com for 
specific roles, audition requirements and times.

 For one night only, the Borelians 
Community Theatre will be present-
ing a dramatic reading of Agatha 
Christie’s classic courtroom thriller, 
“Witness for the Prosecution”.
 Set in England during the 1950s, 
Agatha Christie’s play was a hit 
on both the London stage and on 
Broadway, before being turned into a 
successful Hollywood film in 1958. 
 A  married man, Leonard Vole, is 

accused of murdering a rich widow. 
The prosecuting lawyer sends Vole’s 
wife, Romaine, to the witness box to 
testify against him. Romaine all but 
condemns her husband to his fate, 
until a mystery woman appears and 
completely discredits her, thus letting 
Vole go free. It doesn’t end there 
however, as there are more twists. 
 Critically acclaimed “Witness for 
the Prosecution” is full of suspense 

and mystery.
 So take a break from the winter 
blahs and join us at Town Hall 1873 
on February 25 and become ab-
sorbed into the drama and intrigue. 
We’ll take you to a world full of se-
crets and lies where no one appears 
to be telling the truth!
 Tickets are $10 and are available 
at the Town Hall 1873 box office or 
online at www.townhall1873.ca

Borelians present courtroom thriller “Witness for the Prosecution”



February is Heart Month.
Together, we can make a difference.

These sponsors are proud to support the Heart and Stroke Foundation.  
Please join them and give generously in our community.

Act. There are so many ways you can Make Death Wait
Every action, big or small, will contribute to the goal of the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation Campaign – 1,000,000 actions against Death before the end of February 
2012. Here are 5 simple actions you can take to Make Death Wait for you and the 
people you care about.

TAKE THEIR RISK ASSESSMENT:  Take a few minutes to complete the My Heart & 
Stroke Risk AssessmentTM  (mdw.heartandstroke.ca/actions) and you’ll be provided 
with personalized insights and helpful tips to progress towards a healthier you.

DOWNLOAD THEIR FACEBOOK APP: See how heart disease and stroke could affect 
your social network, learn the risk factors and share it with your friends and family.

DONATE: Your donation will support life-giving research to help all Canadians enjoy 
longer, fuller lives.

VOLUNTEER: The Heart and Stroke Foundation relies on volunteers with a wide 
variety of skills. Put your expertise to work by canvassing during Heart Month, 
supporting a fundraising event or getting involved at one of their local offices. 

PERFORM A HEALTHY ACTION: Small acts like getting a physical, preparing a  
heart-healthy meal or going for a daily walk can improve your health. You can make  
a difference by committing to performing your own healthy action today! 

February is

MAKE DEATH WAIT.
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ALL ABOARD
The conductor yelled “All aboard”, and the train slowly began to 

chug away from the Vancouver Station. For many years I had wondered 
what travel on Canada’s famous Rocky Mountaineer would be like and 
finally, last fall, I had an opportunity to experience it. The Mountaineer is 
only a two day journey, but I combined it with Via’s ‘The Canadian’ and 
spent two weeks exploring a side of Canada I had never experienced.

My adventure began with a three day stay in Vancouver and of 
course a one day trek to Victoria. I have been to B.C.’s capital numer-
ous times, but am still in awe by the scenery from the ferry. In Vancou-
ver I spent a day trekking up Grouse Mountain and struggling to cross 
the Capilano suspension bridge. 

It was an early morning start to board the Mountaineer. Transporta-
tion from the hotel was on time and breakfast was served on board.
It is important to note there are two distinct levels of service: Red Leaf 
and Gold Leaf and although the view outside the train is the same, the 
level of service is quite different... as is the price. The two day journey 
to Jasper (per person) is about $800 for Red Leaf and $1500 for Gold. 
It is a fair amount of money, but a small price to pay for being pampered 
beyond your wildest dreams for two solid days.

Most people I spoke to were surprised to learn you do not sleep on 
board the train. Instead you are whisked to one of two superior hotels in 
Kamloops, depending on your class of service. 

Breakfast on board was excellent. Eggs cooked any style, several 

types of meat, crisply cooked potatoes 
and of course a chilled glass of mimosa. 
All of this while sitting in comfortable 
seats in a dome car, looking at views in 
every direction. The Red Leaf service 
offers prepackaged meals and no domed 
viewing car, but the food is acceptable 
and the service is second to none.

As a photographer I preferred the 
windows in the Red Leaf cars, as they 
were flat and clean. Most of the photos I 
took from the Gold coach were hindered 
by the reflection from the curved glass 
(I spent much of the time on platforms 
between cars).

Another big difference between the 
levels of service is the luggage restric-
tions. In Red Leaf you are allowed only 
one carry-on, which you must take to 
your hotel (the remainder of your lug-
gage stays on a separate car). The Gold 
Leaf passengers have all their suitcases 
delivered to their hotel. 

Many people have seen the Rockies, 
albeit in most cases from automobiles 
and RV’s. I found a distinct difference be-
tween the views from the train and those 
I have seen many times from the road. 
The pristine remoteness is evident. There 
are few roads, even fewer buildings and 
seldom do you see people. Every turn of-
fers an unimaginable postcard view.

After a few days in Jasper I contin-
ued my journey aboard Via Rail’s ‘The 
Canadian’. Expecting a lesser level of 
service than I experienced on the Rocky 
Mountaineer, I was pleasantly surprised 
at what I considered to be equal to the 
Mountaineer’s Gold service, although 
alcohol was extra. The only thing missing 
were the views. Once you leave Edmon-
ton the countryside becomes fairly flat 
and, as spectacular as the Prairies are, 
they are not the Rocky Mountains.

If you have the opportunity to take 
 No matter what way you look, spectacular mountains and lakes are everywhere. Please turn to page 32
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‘The Canadian’ there are a few things you need to know. 
There are three types of accommodation (yes, you sleep on 
the train). I would recommend you stay away from the berths 
and sleeper seats, instead opting for a cabin. The berths, 
although comfortable, are nothing more than seats flattened 
with a curtain to separate you from the aisle. The sleeper 
seats are great for students or commuters, but offer no pri-
vacy. Expect to pay about $1600 for a cabin.

I have slept on trains in Egypt and Europe, and found 

‘The Canadian’ to be much superior.  There were 
several things I learned the hard way. During dinner 
the bed in my cabin was lowered and it takes up most 
of the room. This was not a problem, except it rests 
on the toilet, which means once the bed is down you 
cross your legs.

The cuisine was mouthwatering. Steaks and 
vegetables were cooked to perfection and a good 
selection of vintages made dining a memorable expe-
rience. Conversations with newfound friends passed 
the time and a nightcap (or two) in the dome car was 
enjoyable. It was late and I was tired and it was only 
moments until the gentle rocking of the train lulled me 
into a deep sleep.

My shock came the next morning. I awoke to 
bright sunlight and realized I had forgotten to lower 
the window shade (it was, after all, pitch black outside 
when I went to sleep). Through sleepy eyes I looked 
out the window (which was at the same level as the 
bed), only to realize we were pulling into the Saska-
toon station. I scrambled to find the shade and clum-
sily tried to lower it as passengers on the platform 
looked on laughing. Needless to say I avoided most 
people that morning.

The train is divided into two or three sleeper cars, 
a dome car and a dining car. Six or seven such sec-
tions make up the entire train, but passengers are 
limited to their own areas. Each sleeping car has one 
shower. I made sure I was the first one to use it each 
morning, even though it is cleaned thoroughly after 
each use.

There is a lot to be said for sitting at linen-covered 
tables, enjoying a made to order breakfast, while a 
moose swims by in an untouched lake. The trip gives 
you an appreciation for the size of this great country 
of ours. I have often flown from one end of Canada to 
the another, but the train adds a different perspective.

The world offers fantastic locales and fortunately, 
many of them are in Canada. Several British passen-
gers, whom I met en route, summed it up nicely. “It 
was a trip of a lifetime.”

Join Jonathan van Bilsen’s Facebook page to 
keep up to date with his travels and photographs – 
www.facebook.com/jonathanvanbilsenphotography .

It’s easy to see why Ansel Adams fell in love with the Rocky Mountains.
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Herder Sales
Quality used Cars
All certified & emissions tested

Warranty available
Good, reliable vehicles  

starting from $1900.

Looking for the Right One?
We can help you find it, at

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd.,
Port Perry   905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

Continued from page 31

Port Perry  905-985-0802

Signworkscanada.com

SIGNWORKS
Signs  •  Vehicle Wrapping

Lettering & Graphics

Valentine –
Your Prince awaits.



NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Having trouble 
wearing your 
contacts during 
allergy season?
Look into LASIK 
at TLC for relief.

Ask Dr. Workman 
About LASIK at TLC 
Laser Eye Centers and 
Receive 
a LASIK 
Gift Card.*

Schedule your 
consultation at 
NDEC today!

*  Details available at 
participating TLC locations.

Call us today!
905-985-8171
www.compton.net

Limited
Time Offer!

Switch to Compton now

And save $5/month for
First 6 months

Keep your current phone number

Save $$$

Includes services at no extra charge:

Call Display, Call Waiting, Last Call Return, Voice Mail

Full 911 Emergency Access

Low Long Distance Rates

Excellent local customer service

�

�

�

�

�

�

With Compton Home PhoneWith Compton Home Phone

Now You’re Talking!Now You’re Talking!

Operated by rOgers COmmuniCatiOns



STOUFFVILLE

TORONTO STREET

SUNDERLAND29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

TORONTO STREET

SUNDERLAND

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

STOUFFVILLE

TORONTO STREET

SUNDERLAND

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations to serve you:

“Your Con� dent Smile 
is Our Goal.”

15930 Old Simcoe Rd. Port Perry
905-985-7777

www.thedentalcentre.ca

A dazzling white smile helps you 
look and feel confi dent. If your smile is 

making you self-conscious, we can help 
you achieve a winning smile. 

   
Tooth whitening systems can 
give you a brighter, whiter smile 
and reverse the effects of aging, 
coffee, tobacco and other stains 
on the tooth enamel. If you want 
to improve your smile, talk to us and discover what 
can be done to enhance your appearance. 

Free 
Whitening 
Promotion

    
DAY TRIPPIN’ 2012

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

Niagara
Fallsview Casino

February 27
Only $15.00 pp
(includes buffet)

  Pickering Ajax Oshawa Port Perry
Wed.  Depart 7:45 am 7:55 am 8:30 am 8:50 am
 Return 5:20 pm 5:10 pm 4:50 pm 4:30 pm

Thurs. Depart 1:45 pm 1:55 pm 2:30 pm 2:50 pm
 Return 11:20 pm 11:10 pm 10:50 pm 10:30 pm

Fri. Depart xxxxxx 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return xxxxxx 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

Sat. Depart 2:15 pm 2:25 pm 3:00 pm 3:20 pm
 Return 1:05 am 12:45 am 12:35 am 12:15 am

CASINO RAMA
SCHEDULE

Seneca
Niagara Casino

March 11
Only $25.00 pp

Mar 10 Tommy Hunter - Belleville
Mar 26 Niagara Fallsview Casino
Apr 14 Walden Galleria - 
 Buffalo NY Shopping
Apr 19 Old Fort Henry /
 OLG Thousand Islands Casino
Apr 27 Saturday Night at Grand Ol’ Opry -
 Stirling
Apr 30 Niagara Fallsview Casino

May 14 Rideau Canal Cruise / 
 Byward Market / Ottawa Tulips
May 23 Master Magician - 
 Greg Frewin at Niagara Falls
May 31 St. Jacobs
Jun 4 Crossroads Centre & 
 Royal Botanical Gardens
Jun 6 “The Sound of Music” - Drayton
Jun 15 Liftlock Cruise / 
 OLG Slots at Kawartha Downs


