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Dear Focus...
Mailbox

Decision was ‘tacky and mean’
Dear Editor

Re: Thumbs Down to Bell Canada
 More than thumbs down on Bell Canada, and in 
particular its CEO George Cope who grew up in Port 
Perry and made us all very proud of his very successful 
career.
 For many of us – Brad and Anne and their staff have 
made our computer lives possible. Anne knows the 
business. Brad is patience personified in helping you 
find the right product and use it. They are the epitome 
of customer service. And when things go wrong, help 
and the solution are always there! I for one am a loyal 
customer. I might find a product cheaper some place 
else but not the service. I’ll stay with them.
 “Disgraceful” is the word Focus on Scugog used 
to describe pulling the franchise rug out from under 
Allen’s Electronics and leaving them to struggle as 
independents after 16 years establishing The Source in 

our cover 
    Past presidents of Port 
Perry Minor Softball Association, 
Wayne Venning (back) and Vin 
Walker (front) ham it up with 
current association president 
Leanne Ashbridge at the ball 
diamonds last month.The asso-
ciation is celebrating 50 years of 
minor softball in Port Perry.                      

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

Port Perry. I think it is also tacky and mean.
 I think George Cope should hear about this. I’m 
guessing George won’t be spending his summer 
holidays here in Port Perry observing the up-grades 
to the schools that helped him on his way, nor will he 
meander downtown to see where his mother’s shop 
Daisy’s Fabrics used to be so citizens who bump into 
him could tell him what they think. 
 I’m also guessing that a message for him at, “Con-
tact Us: www.bce.ca  – would be completely lost in BCE 
Inc cyberlynth. So why not drop him a note via snail 
mail? A flood of letters might get his attention. 
 Here’s the address: 

George Cope CEO
BCE Inc
1 Carrefour Alexander Graham Bell
Building A
Verdun, QC   H3E 3B3
Tel: 514-870-4619

 Power to the People. Let’s see what happens.
Georgia Brock 

Port Perry  

Please Doc, “don’t write me off”
Dear Editor
 On Mother’s Day I received a stone, not the kind of 
stone most women ask for, but a kidney stone.
 Ironically, the medical process to discover it was al-
most as painful as the stone itself. Normally, my experi-
ence with our health care system had been a positive 
one, yet this time was an eye- opener. 
 It all started well at the emergency department of 
Port Perry Hospital with Dr. Ray. She was attentive, 
personal and pro-active as she promptly scheduled a 
battery of tests.
 A few weeks later my symptoms worsened so I 
returned and encountered Dr. Merilee Brown. She also 
displayed professional etiquette, a friendly demeanor 
and even followed up days later. Wow!  
 The test results indicated that I had a kidney infec-
tion, yet the medication wasn’t cutting the pain. So, 
back I went. Unfortunately, the ‘on call’ doctor merely 
scanned my chart and quickly wrote a different pre-
scription. 
 Frustrated, I saw my family doctor, Dr. David Ibsen 

Please turn to page 8
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1-800-387-5642
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 In just a few weeks, Palmer Park will play host to 
one of the townships most enjoyable spectator events 
of the summer... Aquarama!
 This annual race, sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Port Perry, pits riders and teams, riding on ‘Sea-Doo’ 
styled watercraft, against the clock along Lake Scu-
gog’s waterfront on Sunday, August 19.
 Aquarama has been entertaining both participants 
and spectators for the past 18 years, and this year is 
sure not to disappoint. The popular event pits nov-
ice and experienced riders against the clock to raise 
money for disabled and underprivileged kids.
 No watercraft experience is necessary to partici-
pate, and watercrafts are generously donated by John 
Makie, owner of Port Perry Marina. 
 In addition to raising money for a great cause, par-
ticipants are awarded prizes for a variety of categories 
including fastest time, most unusual ride and most 
amusing costume.
 “Once again, we are calling on the community 
to get involved in this exciting summer event,” said 
Steve Gajewski, co-chair of Aquarama. “It’s the com-
munity that makes this event such a huge success.”
 Last year the event raised $9,274 and to date 
Aquarama has raised over $170,000 for local and inter-
national children’s charities. The Rotary Club hopes to 
build on that number this year. 
 Riders can download registration and pledge forms 
online at www.aquarama.ca. Forms can also be picked 
up at Taylor Forder Insurance, behind the CIBC Bank.
 Registration takes place in Palmer Park beginning 
at 9:30 a.m., and the races begin at 11 a.m. sharp.
 For more information on how to get involved, or 
to view photos and videos of past events, visit the 
Aquarama website at www.aquarama.ca, or call Steve 
Gajewski 905-852-8008.

Aquarama ready 
to make a splash!

Kevin Proskin racing in 2011 Aquarama.

168-178 Queen St.,
Port Perry

905-985-2521
www.brocks.ca

Look What’s New
for Fall 2012

at
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Changing
  Faces!

 Here we are in the deep heat of the sum-
mer and although things have slowed down, 
there is still a little movement going on in 
the business community.
 We start with the opening of a new 
business along 7A Hwy, at 1874 Scugog St., 
where The Gypsy Closet, a used clothing store 
has opened. This was the location of the 
Video Superstore until a few months ago.
 Scugog Kitchen Design, operated by Janet 
Goris, has moved from her 240 Mary St. lo-
cation, eastward to 180 Mary St., in the space 
formerly occupied by Sunleite Health.
 At the northeast end of town, Superior 
Tire, owned by Randall Jones, has opened 
at 1511 Reach St., in the location formerly 
occupied by North Port Tire, which moved to 
178 Reach Industrial Park Rd.

Computer 
REPAIRS
IT and Network 
SUPPORT
PC and Server 
UPGRADES

333 Major St., Port Perry
             905-985-0568
gmcmullen@majortech.ca
SERVING SCUGOG & UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIPS

W.O. INSURANCE BROKERS
Dale Gibbons Owner/Broker
www.woinsurancebrokers.com

905-436-9090

Whether it’s your family, 
home, business or your 
car, protect what’s  
yours with insurance  
solutions designed  
just for you.
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1893 Scugog St., Port Perry
Open from 7:00am to 10:00pm

Reasons to buy local Look for these Ontario fresh fruits  
and vegetables in July.In doing so, you’re not only getting  

top quality, fresh tasting food, you’re also 
actively supporting local farms  

and providing a much-needed boost  
to the economy.

Beans, Beets, Bok Choy, Broccoli, 
Cabbage, Carrots, Cauliflower, 

Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Lettuces, 
Mushrooms, Onions, Peas, Peppers, 

Potatoes, Radishes, Rapini, Rutabaga, 
Spinach, Sprouts, Sweet Potatoes, 

Tomatoes, Zucchini

FRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE

The Graduating Class 2012
at the

COMMENCEMENT 
CEREMONY

Thursday October 4, 2012 @ 8 pm

   P
ort Perry High School Hosts
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Welcome to

oLunTeeRS drive a community’s minor-sporting organiza-
tions.  Theirs isn’t a glamourous job; but volunteers’ passion en-

sures that participating in minor sports will continue to enrich the 
lives of young people.  And in Port Perry, the energy and enthusiasm 

of literally generations of selfless volunteers have helped minor softball 
prosper for 50 years.
 “Some of my earliest memories are at a ball diamond where my Dad 
umpired,” recalls the Port Perry Minor Softball Association’s current presi-
dent, Leanne Ashbridge.  “I always loved the game, and enjoyed working 
on the sidelines as much as being inside the chalk.”
 Like many of the organization’s executives, Leanne’s administrative 
involvement began with the on-field participation of her children.
 “Both of my sons played softball as kids – still do, at 18 and 21!  
 “In 1999, the current executive asked parents to step up, bring in new 

Grand Slam!

Port Perry 
Minor Softball 
hits a home run 
reaching its
50th season

 Port Perry Minor Softball Association past presidents, Wayne 
Venning (left) and Vin Walker with current association president 
Leanne Ashbridge display some local softball memorabilia. The as-
sociation is celebrating 50 years of minor softball in the community.                       

Please turn to page 6

50at

Photo by J. Peter Hvidsten

V
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blood to run the association.  I signed on as secretary that year and have been in-
volved ever since.  I believe it’s important there’s minor ball in Port Perry.” 
 Similar sentiments guided the association’s founder, Vin Walker.
 “I played ball myself, and eventually started coaching in Oshawa.  When my wife 
and I moved to Port Perry, forming a team just seemed the natural thing to do.”
 But where to play…?  Vin quickly devised a “homegrown” solution.
 “Our lot had a large back yard, which we originally intended to use as a vegetable 
garden.  Instead, I put up a backstop and we played there.”
 In 1962, he used a newspaper ad to recruit volunteers to form a Minor Softball 
Association.  The town by then boasted a new lakeside diamond and soon a house 
league of teams stocked with enthusiastic youngsters, whose families registered 
them for a single dollar a player. 
 Again, Vin’s ingenuity resolved a community need.
 “He bought four poles from Hydro for ten bucks apiece,” relates Wayne Venning, 
himself a former association executive.  “one parent, who operated a float truck, 
brought them back, where Vin and some others wired them.  That’s how we got 
lights on our field!”  
 But for all the credit given to his early organizing, Vin quickly deflects the spot-
light.
 “We were successful because we had tremendous support from the community 
– whatever we needed, we got.” Help was certainly forthcoming – and very much 
needed – when the Port Perry Association faced a dilemma while hosting a tourna-
ment one year.
 “That Sunday, the skies opened up and our diamonds turned into ponds,” Vin 
remembers with a chuckle.  “Some out-of-town teams were set to leave, but we 
promised: ‘Give us an hour and a half, and you’ll be playing.’  
 “So we brought in a load of sawdust, manned some shovels. We doused that saw-
dust with kerosene, then lit it.  And yup, they played that afternoon!”

Ball, used in 
the champ-
tionship game 
is on display 
at the Scugog 
Heritage 
Centre.

Port Perry Legion Squirts
1965 OASA Champions

 In 1965, the Port Perry Legion 
Squirts managed to capture the town’s 
first minor ball OASA Championship. 
Front left: Ron Redman, John Bour-
geois (Bat Boy), Ken Nightingale (Cap-
tain), Phil Cochrane (Bat Boy), Dave 
Bourgeois. Second row, left: Steve 
Cochrane, Ricky Short, Ricky Evans, 
Cal Cochrane, Bill Jeffery. Third row 
from left: Roland Skinner, Brent Heard, 
Gary Waller, Lauri Williams, Bob Young.
Back left: Ed Mulholland (President of 
Port Perry Legion), Jim Irvine (Coach), 
Vin Walker (Manager) Garry Evans 
(Coach), Bill Taylor (Legion sports offi-
cer).               

Photo by Per Hvidsten, Port Perry Star, 1965

Continued from page 5

RAY 
HOBBS

GARAGE
…in business for over 50 years
Owned and Operated by 

Brian Tassell

182 Northport Road
Unit #8 & #9 

Port Perry

905-985-0059

Port Perry  905-985-0802

Signworkscanada.com

SIGNWORKS
Signs  •  Vehicle Wrapping

Lettering & Graphics
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 Vin fondly cites the hospitality of the Railroad Inn and 
media support from The Port Perry Star as significant 
contributors to the health of the association as well as the 
town’s growing reputation as a preferred site for tourna-
ment play.
 Another attractive feature of Port Perry’s facility was 
its hitter-tempting ‘short porch’ on the lakefront left field.
 “Visiting teams just couldn’t resist trying to drop one 
in the lake,” Wayne laughs.  “At one tournament, some-
one even printed ‘I Hit a Homer in the Pond’ t-shirts and 
gave them to anyone who actually did it!”
 He recounts when then-Mayor Jerry Taylor came to 
the rescue of the “shortcoming” in the early 1970’s.
 “There was construction somewhere in town.  Jerry 
had the fill trucked over to the shoreline, and extended 
left field by probably 50 feet!”
 From the same era, Leanne contributed another fond 
Association memory.
 “They advertised ‘Vinnie’s Minnies’ as a club – we 
were led to assume they were from the uSA – coming to 
play a fundraiser against the Port Perry women’s team.  
Turned out the ‘Minnies’ were local men, dressed up as 
female ball players.  People still talk about that one!”
 Despite its rich history in the area, softball registration 
has declined sharply in recent years.
 “From 900 participants in the early 90’s, we have only 
200-300 today,” Leanne reports.  “Kids have so many 
choices of activities these days: lacrosse, rugby, and of 
course, summer hockey.”
 In 2010, the ontario Amateur Softball Association 
honoured Port Perry’s Minor Softball Association for its 
organizational excellence.  Beyond this formal recogni-
tion of the organization’s dedication and stability, Leanne 
and Vin point out the satisfaction their years of volunteer 
work have provided them personally.
 “Our whole family is involved,” Leanne says, then 
adds, laughing: “I tell my husband he’s a ‘volunteer 
by association!’  Over those years, we’ve made a lot of 
friends and gathered some wonderful memories.”
 “I’ve met lots of great people during my time in 
softball,” Vin reflects on his involvement.  “And I can 
remember watching seven guys I’d coached as kids stand 
in the line up for the oshawa Tony’s [men’s fastball team] 
at the Canadian championship.  That’s your reward.”

 One of baseball’s endearing qualities is its timeless 
nature.  Its rules, the strategies: they’ve been virtu-
ally untouched by our fast-evolving society, lending a 
comforting, wholesome, and “traditional” element to 
the game, whether it’s played by adults at an elite level 
or as a pickup game among local kids.  There’s an echo 
of an innocent past every time an umpire shouts, “Play 
Ball!”  
 And this summer, that familiar cry will serve also 
to remind players and spectators alike of 50 years’ of 
softball history woven into our community.

By Scott Mercer
Focus on Scugog

KOTYA
PEEKIN’

Fashion Boutique
Swim & Summerwear
              all year round
 Sportswear by TRIBAL
      Bra & Bustier Sets      
         Dresses: Casual, 
               Prom, Evening 
                     Sizes S - 4X

1888 Scugog St.,
 905-985-1890

16th ANNIVERSARy

     SALE oN Now!

Trophies, Awards,
Corporate Promotions

Embroidery • Graphic Design
 Engraving •  Screen Printing

Pineridge Impress
905-985-2839

135 North Port Road, 
Port Perry

www.pineridgeimpress.ca

Your Name is Our Business

Brian neale & northern harBour
With guests, Speedo Tuxedo

Friday, august 17 at 8pm
Summer Breeze tailgate Party  5:30 pm

town hall 1873  
302 Queen Street, Port Perry

tickets $29 

Family concert for all ages!
Multiple Juno-award winning entertainer

jack grunSky
Saturday, august 18 at 2pm
Scugog Memorial Public library

231 Water Street, Port Perry
tickets only $6,  Family of 4 - $20

A Literary Evening with Author  
jan Wong

thursday, august 16, 7pm at Piano café
tickets $10

Sponsored by Books galore

Summer Breeze SpecialS!
Saturday, august 18 

harp & Wylies canadian grill house 
The Jester’s Court  • Pickles & Olives Bistro

Queen Bean’s Coffee House  •  Salvatore’s Trattoria  
Whittington’s Smokehouse & grill

Sponsored by: Sponsored by:

You could win a Port Perry Prize Package valued at $500, courtesy of event partner Durham Tourism!  Details at www.durhamtourism.ca
For more information and to purchase tickets,visit www.scugogarts.ca or call 905-982-2121

Scugog arts festival 2012The Scugog Council for the Arts presents…

INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED

SINCE 1917

... Port Perry's only locally 
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Funeral Home since 1846 ...

216 Queen Street
Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1B9

Tel: 905-985-2171 ~ Fax: 905-985-4572
www.waggfuneralhome.com

MYLES G. O’RIORDAN
Funeral Director / Owner
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Funeral Director / Owner
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Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1B9

Tel: 905-985-2171 ~ Fax: 905-985-4572
www.waggfuneralhome.com

MYLES G. O’RIORDAN
Funeral Director / Owner
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who had returned from vacation. Baffled by how the test results and my 
symptoms were not adding up he tried to schedule me to see a urologist. 
 Unlike many doctors he is not an infamous ‘prescription pad’ writer. 
Instead he listens, presents different scenarios and concludes with a funny 
story.  So, days later, as my pain escalated he ended up directing me to the 
Oshawa Hospital. 
 The doctor ‘on call’ merely read my chart, chastised me for seeing so 
many doctors and quickly wrote a prescription for different pain killers. 
Seeing that I was frustrated and unwilling to accept this, he reluctantly 
scheduled an ultra sound and x-rays. 
 Meanwhile, like the nurses at Port Perry Hospital, the attending nurse 
was compassionate and tried to make me as comfortable as possible. 
 The technician quickly discovered a kidney stone that was lodged in 
my ureter, thus causing my kidney to be blocked. A quick call to Dr. Mor-
ton, the chief Urologist, and I was scheduled for surgery the next morning. 
 Endeared by his staff as a humorous, understanding and professional 
surgeon, he definitely lived up to his reputation.  I was so grateful for his 
fast response and his surgical talent.  
 In conclusion, I guess you could say, “No Pain, No Gain.”  However, 
I feel that if more doctors just take the time to listen more people will not 
be ‘written off.’  
 Sincerely

Robin VanDerVleuten
Port Perry

      SUNDAY, 
      AUGUST 12 

         from the Lula Lounge

 SEAN BELLAVITI BAND
Panamanian, Cubano, Latin and Jazz rhythms.

Sean Bellaviti plays keyboard, Paco Luviano, bass 
and Luis Orebegoso percussion

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26

ThE BoB Brough TrIo
Bobby’s signature sax sound has been at the heart 

of the Toronto Jazz Scene since the seventies. 
Now performing in Stockholm, Sweden. Don’t miss 

the master. Lynn will join in on some songs.

 Start Times: 7:00 p.m.
 Location: Jester’s Court, upstairs
 Reservations: call Lynn 289-354-1140 
    or email: lynn@lynnmcdonaldjazz.com 
   Music Charge: $15 per person

‘JAZZ At Jesters’HOT! 
  HOT! 
    HOT!

HOT! 
  HOT! 
    HOT!

continued from page 2Mailbox

Located in the Medical Building 
462 Paxton Street, Port Perry

For an appointment call:    

905-985-8363
www.portperryphysio.ca

 We  
Can Help!

No referral necessary. 
Evening and early morning
appointments available.

Also available: Acupuncture 
& Massage Therapy

Covered By  
Most Extended 
Health Plans 

Are you 
suffering from…

Jaw (TMJ) 
Pain

Headaches

Whiplash

Rotator 
Cuff

Thigh 
Strain

Achilles
Tendonitis

Ankle 
Sprain

Plantar
Fasciitis

Low  
Back Pain

Tennis 
Elbow

Frozen 
Shoulder

Sacro-Iliac
Strain

Repetitive
Strain
Injury

Knee
Injury

Shin
Splints

Groin 
Strain

Patello- 
Femoral Pain
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 Almost 1,200 dog lovers braved the  
intense heat on June 16 and 17 to enjoy  
Scugog’s popular summer canine festival.  
The popular event raised more than  
$11,000 for the Scugog Shores Museum.

 There’s nothing like being greeted with a big, sloppy kiss, as 
Caroline Grey, 11, found out last month at Dog Days of Scugog. 

Caroline donated $1 to get a kiss from loveable Puddles, a 3 year 
old English Bulldog, seen here being held by Michelle Clague.

 Nine-year-old Eryn, of Blackstock, 
with her dog Chase who won a ribbon 
for the dog with the shortest tail.

 Sophia, who won a ribbon for the longest 
ears, coming in at 8 1/2”, is seen here getting 
measured by judge Rebecca Blundon.

 Khia, owned by Eileen Gerber, is 
seen here weaving through the poles in 
the agility competition.

Kiss &
Tail

Photos by J. Peter Hvidsten
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ADVERTORIAL

Dr. SANDrO DEL rOSSO 
cannot really remember a 
time when he didn’t want to 
be a dentist. Growing up in 
Scarborough, Ont. he had a 
neighbour who was a dentist 
and it just seemed, from 
an early age, something 
he wanted to do as a 
profession. He followed the 

path necessary to achieve 
his goal and graduated in 

Dentistry from the University of 
Toronto in 1995 and the rest, he 
says “is history.”

Dr. Del Rosso wanted to 
practice in a smaller community 
and an opportunity presented 
itself in 1996 at Port Perry 
Dental Associates so he took 
the plunge, moved to the area, 
and 16 years later is happily 
ensconced in general dentistry, 
busy daily with the wide varieties 
of practices and procedures that 
are part of his profession.

When asked if after 16 years in 
the same practice and community 
he suffers from any boredom in 
his job, Dr. Del Rosso emphatically 
replies, “Absolutely not. The 
wonderful thing about general 
dentistry is the variety we are 
constantly presented with. No 
day is ever the same; there is 
always something different and    

challenging ahead. I don’t 

get bored and it has been wonderful to see so 
many of my patients grow up before my eyes.”

 The bulk of Dr. Del Rosso’s work days are 
spent filling cavities, doing extractions, root 
canals, dental implants, bridges, crowns and 
handling any emergencies that arise. In his 
16 years in dentistry there have been many 
changes and when asked to define the biggest 
one Dr. Del Rosso exclaims, “Technology is 
by far the biggest change our industry has 
experienced. It has basically created better, 
stronger and more durable materials for us to 
use. Over time there are fewer steps involved 
in procedures and that has led to a much 
more user friendly treatment for our patients. 
I think we have also become more educated 
as a profession.” He went on to explain that so 
many materials and instruments are smaller 
and less invasive and have resulted in minimal 
discomfort.

 Dr. Del Rosso believes that the biggest 
misconception that most people have about 
dentistry is that dental disease is inevitable.  
“On the contrary.” he states. “In fact the majority 
of dental disease is preventable in the majority 
of cases”. Dr. Del Rosso thinks that dentistry 
as a profession needs to focus more on the 
message that dental disease is not inevitable 
if patients practice proper home dental care. 
Bottom line, he says, properly brushing 
and flossing after every meal is the best 
preventative measure known.

Dr. Del Rosso says everything starts with 
children and would love to see dental care 
discussed with parents at the pre-natal stage in 
the future. He says parents are responsible in 
the early years for looking after their children’s 

DR. SANDRO 
DEL ROSSO

meet
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462 Paxton Street, Port Perry
Located across from the hospital in the Medical Associates building

905-985-8459
www.dentistportperry.com

EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

teeth and explains “I see kids at 
three and four who have multiple 
cavities. “I think that if the parents 
were better informed, these cavities 
could be avoided. Dentistry as a 
profession needs to be more involved 
to provide parents with the necessary 
knowledge and resources to help 
fight this disease.

Dr. Del Rosso says that proper 
oral hygiene should start with the 
newborn. A simple clean, wet cloth 
wiping the gums after each feeding is 
important to allow the child to make 
the connection between feeding and 
oral hygiene. Once this connection 
has been established, the “battle” 
to brush your child’s teeth in the 
future will be much easier.  When 
the baby teeth have erupted, parents 
are encouraged to floss as well as 
brush as he finds that about 90% of 
the cavities he treats in baby teeth 
occur in between the teeth where the 
toothbrush is ineffective in cleaning.

When asked to comment on diet, 
Dr. Del Rosso says that the biggest 
problem from a dental perspective 
lies not with the actual meals but 
with the in-between meals.  If we 
are constantly snacking on sugary, 
starchy foods or sipping sugary, 
acidic drinks, our teeth will be 
constantly in an acidic environment 
which will cause tooth decay.  He 
recommends drinking that coffee, 
juice or soda as quickly 

as possible and says we should 
be encouraged to snack on more 
dentally friendly food but if we must 
indulge, then the best thing we can 
do for our dental health is to brush 
and floss.

Dr. Del Rosso finds his work 
intensely satisfying. What he finds 
most rewarding is treating children 
for the first time. “I try my best 
to make their first experience a 
good one. There is a generation of 
patients out there who do not seek 
dental treatment because they were 
traumatized at an early age. I find 
that once the trust is gone, it’s almost 
impossible to bring it back.  I try 
my best to make it as fun as I can. 
Sometimes I walk in and I can see 
the fear in their face and I find turning 
that fear into a positive experience 
very rewarding.  I know that they 
won’t be afraid to come back and that 
is very important later on in life.” He 
also enjoys treating emergencies.  
“Seeing someone come in with a 
toothache or a broken tooth and 
being able to help them with that, I 
also find that very rewarding.”

Dr. Del Rosso has proudly 
served Port Perry and 

the surrounding communities since 
1996 and would like to thank all 
of  his patients for their loyalty 
over the years. “There have been 
so many changes over the years 
and those of you who have been 
with us know how great a staff we 
have. From the friendly faces you 
are greeted with when you arrive to 
the great hygienists who take care 
of your periodontal care and to the 
invaluable assistants who make it 
all possible, we are committed to 
providing you with the best dental 
care possible.”

He will continue to do what he 
loves best; teach and treat patients 
with all the skills afforded him. 
His message though is short and 
simple; wonders can be achieved 
with a piece of string and a 
toothbrush.

DR. SANDRO 
DEL ROSSO

The best way to deal with gum disease is not to 
get it in the first place. Here are five simple steps 
you can take to prevent gum disease. 

1.  Brush your teeth twice a day. Do NOT 
scrub. Clean every surface, especially the 
area where the teeth and gums meet.

2.  Floss your teeth every day. Flossing removes 
plaque from under the gumline and between 
the teeth where a toothbrush can’t reach.

3.  Check your teeth and gums and look for 
colour change, redness, bleeding, bad breath, 
metal taste, sore gums, sensitive teeth.

4.  Visit your dentist regularly. The dentist will 
remove tartar build up that you cannot.

5.  Eat healthy foods. Their nutrients help fight 
cavities and gum disease. Don’t eat sweets 
between meals. If you smoke, quit! 

Take a piece of 
floss about as 
long as your arm. 
Wrap it around 
your middle fingers 
leaving about 2 
inches between 
your hands.

Use your index 
fingers to guide 
the floss between 
your teeth and 
wrap it into a “C” 
shape under the 
gumline at the 
base of the tooth.

Wipe the tooth from bottom to top 2 
or 3 times or more until it is squeaky 
clean. Repeat on each tooth using a 
new section of floss each time. If your 
fingers get tangled in the floss, try 
tying it into a loop. Flossing gets easier  
the more you do it, so be patient.

Preventing Gum Disease
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Thumbs Down - to people who throw their cigarette 
butts and garbage out of their cars at corner 
intersections around town, leaving litter for 
residents to pick up. One home owner says, 

“Every day we have to go out and pick up some sort 
of garbage off of our lawn or driveway.” Hey motorists, 
and passengers, let’s have some respect for others’ 
property. Stash your trash until you get home!!!

Thumbs Down - Speaking of trash, another Focus on 
Scugog reader suggests a ‘thumbs down’ to the 
high school students who litter local lawns and 
side streets on their way to and from downtown 

during their lunch break. He says, “It’s great the kids 
support the local businesses, but unfortunate they use 
our streets and lawns as a garbage can”. We agree!!!

Thumbs Down - a frequent user of local taxi services 
gives a huge thumbs down to the drivers who sit in 
their seats and watch customers struggle when she 
has her hands full of items. She says although they 

are friendly, they are not helpful and suggests they not 
be so lazy and “get off your darn behinds and open the 
sliding back door for your passenger”. Now wouldn’t that 
be a nice gesture!

Thumbs Down - A Scugog St. resident wants to give a 
‘thumbs down’ to the many trucks and cars that 
come speeding down the hill on Scugog St. (7A 
Hwy.), hoping to make it through the lights at Water 

Street before the light changes. He’s also unhappy with 
the large trucks that come down the hill at high speeds 
and apply noisy air brakes – quite frequently in the quiet 
hours of the night and early morning.

Thumbs Down - and finally, another thumbs down 
suggestion - this time to boaters who park their 
vehicles, with boat trailers attached in the parking 
lot on Water St., behind the CIBC. In particular, one 

fisherman who took up five parking spots with his rig, on 
Saturday of the Canada Day long weekend. We assume it 
was to save the parking fee near the boat launch.

Thumbs Up - We’d like to end on a positive note - giving 
the township and all its volunteers a huge “thumbs 
up” for the spectacular Canada Day celebration 
and fireworks last month - a thrill for the thousands 

enjoying the festivities. Canada Day celebrations are one 
of the two largest family events of the year, along with the 
Santa Claus parade. What a great community!

Thumbs
 We’re not sure if it’s the hot summer, or people 
are just grumpy, but a number of local readers of this 
column have got a beef this month. So here goes...

905-985-3624  
175 North Street, 
Port Perry
www.yourhealthchiro.ca

CHIROPRACTIC & 
ACUPUNCTURE

Dr. Sabrina Hooper BA, BEd, DC  
Dr. Dwayne Hooper BSc, DC
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905-982-0450
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www.cmswebsolutions.com

Herder Sales
Quality used Cars
All certified & emissions tested

Warranty available
Good, reliable vehicles  

starting from $1900.

Looking for the Right One?
We can help you find it, at

166 Reach Industrial Park Rd.,
Port Perry   905-985-3885

In-house leasing 
available

Psychic Readings
Every Tuesday, 3pm - 9 pm

$40 per reading 
(to be paid before reading)
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Fantastic Buffet Dinner
Limited Tickets

Call 647-899-3342  or
www.mafiawedding. 

evenbrite.com

OR JUST enJOy A 
RefReShmenT On OUR pATiO

Gina & Joey’s mafia Wedding 
August 31st, 6:30 p.m.

WATCH THe 
Summer OlympiCS 

upSTAirS On Our 
Big SCreen TV!

279 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-2775 • www.jesterscourt.ca
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 Professionally she was referred to as Madame Jus-
tice, Your Honour, My Lady or M.M. Van Camp. But 
when she was at home, the first woman appointed to 
the Supreme Court of ontario simply went by Mabel.
     “She wouldn’t let just anyone call her Mabel,” re-
called the late Honourable Mabel Margaret Van Camp’s 
sister Jessie Gunter of Blackstock. “She was Mabel when 
she was at home.”
     Over tea, using the same English bone china teacups 

served when Mabel visited, 
Jessie and Mabel’s cousin 
Aileen Van Camp tells her 
incredible life story. 
     It all started at the red 
brick century home at the 
four corners of Blackstock, 
owned by Mabel’s father, 
William John Weir, who 
owned the local garage, 
and her mother Mary Jane 
(Smith), a homemaker.
 Born on May 11, 
1920, Mabel was the eldest 

of four daughters, including the late Wilma Drinkwater, the 
late Helen Van Camp and Jessie Gunter. While the girls enjoyed 
skiing and tobogganing, playing baseball and going for long 

The Honourable 
M.M. Van Camp

two grades per year. At age 11, Mabel was off to 
Cartwright High School. 
 In the 1930s, Mabel’s grandfather was respon-
sible for establishing a high school in the village. 
At the age of 16, Mabel Margaret Van Camp was 
the first student from Blackstock, male or female, 
to attend university. This was the first in a suc-
cession of “firsts” for the blue-eyed, dark blonde 
haired girl who loved to learn.
      “Back in those days, women went into teach-
ing or nursing or they were secretaries,” said 
Jessie, who is a retired teacher. It was unusual for 
a young woman to seek post secondary education 
in other fields, or to go far away from home to 
study, and Jessie recalls their mother being upset 
at first.
      But Dr. R.P. Bowles, a Chancellor at Victoria 
College, encouraged Mabel to attend university, 
and she pursued her dream, graduating in 1941. 
 Two years of teaching Latin and Home eco-
nomics at high school taught Mabel that a career 
as a teacher wasn’t her cup of tea. 
 Law school intrigued her. Mabel graduated 
from Osgoode Hall and was called to the Bar of 

Picture from her graduation.

Blackstock woman was 
a ‘judicial pioneer’ and a 
role model for women

Mabel, as she was 
known to her close 
friends, was the 
first woman 
appointed to the 
Supreme Court 
of Ontario

The Honourable 
Mabel Van Camp

1920 - 2012

walks, Mabel’s true passion 
was reading.
      “At Christmas, grandpa 
would have to sit on the pile 
of books that Mabel got for 
Christmas so she would social-
ize instead of having her nose 
in a book, “ Aileen recalled 
with a smile.
      Mabel’s quest for knowl-
edge led her to excel in school. 
Under the guidance of teacher 
Miss Phoenix, Mabel complet-
ed elementary school at the one 
room school house in Black-
stock in only four years, doing Please turn to page 14
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ontario in 1947. She became a partner in the firm of 
Beaudoin, Pepper & Van Camp. 
 Highlights of her career include being appointed to 
the Queen’s Council in 1965, and serving with distinc-
tion as the first woman appointed to the Supreme Court 
of ontario in 1971. 
 A role model for women in law, Mabel was honoured 
as a ‘judicial pioneer’ in the Hall of Honour at the Cana-
dian Judicial Conference in 
1995, and she was awarded 
the prestigious Order of On-
tario in 2003. 
 Mabel worked tirelessly 
as president of the Women’s 
Law Association, president of 
the Fudger House Chapter of 
the I.O.D.E. and president of 
the Toronto YWCA. She was 
also the first female member 
of the Royal Military Insti-
tute, and served as Chancel-
lor and Dean of the Alpha 
Mu Chapter of the Kappa Beta Phi legal sorority. 
 Describing Mabel, who excelled at everything she 
did, her personal secretary for 24 years, Carol Bamford, 
probably said it best: “Primus inter pares”, which trans-
lates into english from Latin as “first among equals.”
     While her career was lofty, Mabel always had close 
ties to her Blackstock kin and roots.

    “Family was very important to Mabel,” Jessie com-
mented. Relatives shared in the pomp and ceremony of 
Mabel’s graduations and award presentations, dressing 
up and visiting Toronto for the occasions. 
 Judge Mabel would choose which trials would be in-
teresting and appropriate for various family members to 
attend. She was a superb tour guide, hosting her nieces 
and nephews and sisters and cousins with fine dining 
and sight seeing in the city. Aileen remembers exciting 

excursions up to the top of the Cn Tower, where 
Mabel would point out all the different buildings 
and landmarks.
     Aileen recounted a funny story about the day 
Mabel was sworn in as a judge when some of her 
family members attended the gala celebration in 
Toronto. The dinner at a very fancy restaurant 
was too rich for her mother. Jessie and Aileen 
tell the tale that they had to pull over on the 401 
because Mary was sick. When she got home, she 
threw up again, and lost her false teeth down the 
toilet. “That began Mabel’s career as a judge,” 
quipped Aileen.
       Despite the fact she never rode a bicycle or 

learned to drive a car, Mabel loved to travel. Jessie said 
her sister has been to almost every country in the world. 
Family members cherish postcards sent to them by the 
globetrotting Mabel. 
     On Friday nights, Mabel would often take the train 
home, and Aileen would pick her up from the station 
near Blackstock for a weekend visit. Armed with road 

While her career 
was lofty, Mabel 
always had close 
ties to and en-
joyed time with 
her Blackstock
kin and friends

Continued from page 13
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10 Vanedward Drive, Port Perry
905-985-8474 
www.gusbrownportperry.com 

Come in to Gus Brown, 
Port Perry for great 

deals on our top selling 
cars, trucks and SUVs.
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 Away from her high profile duties as a judge, Mabel Van Camp (centre) is seen here 
relaxing at home in Blackstock with her sisters, Jessie Gunter (left) and Wilma Drinkwater.

maps and books, Mabel would enjoy 
the day with Aileen driving her 
around all the back roads to see the 
countryside, and then they would 
come home for supper.
     “That was her favourite way 
to pass the time,” Aileen recalled. 
Mabel always came back home to 
Blackstock for Christmas and other 
special occasions, such as the annual 
Van Camp family reunion. 
 She liked her tea and cookies, 
enjoyed playing euchre and bridge, 
and she was a big fan of hockey 
and baseball games. In her younger 
days, when the other children in the 
family went to the CNE, Mabel and 
her dad would head off to watch a 
baseball game instead. Mabel didn’t 
like shopping – except for books. She 
passed along her love of reading by 

buying books and getting them from 
the children’s library for her nieces 
and nephews. They always looked 
forward to her visits. 
    Then she’d be back to the big city 
where it was a whole other world, 
a world where things happened 
like Queen Elizabeth sharing her 
bathroom at Osgoode Hall, a world 
where former Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau called to congratulate her 
for her appointment to the Supreme 
Court of Canada, a world where 
Madame Justice M.M. Van Camp 
presided as the judge over some 
major trials. But we don’t talk about 
that.
      Instead, another funny story. As a 
circuit judge, Mabel travelled exten-
sively, and she was usually picked 
up at the train station. One time, no 

one came to collect her, so she took 
a taxi, barely arriving in time for 
court to be in session. When she got 
to the courthouse, it was bedlam at 
the front desk. Mabel kept trying 
to get the attention of the staff, but 
they waved her off, saying that she 
would have to wait because they 
were “busy trying to track down 
the damn judge.” Mabel retorted, 
loud enough to get their attention 
this time, “I am the damn judge!”
     After retiring, Mabel continued 
in her quest for knowledge by 
going back to school. A lifelong 
Anglican, she studied Philosophy 
and Ancient Greek in order to reach 
her goal of being able to read the 
original version of the Bible. 
      Although Mabel passed away 
on Thursday, April 19, 2012 at the 
age of 91, her positive influence as 
a mentor and role model to women 
lives on. Like many other women 
she blazed the trail for, Mabel’s 
great niece (Jessie’s granddaughter) 
Jessica McLaughlin plans to be a 
lawyer. 
 Having a second extended fam-
ily member with a law career is yet 
another first in the Van Camp fam-
ily.

By Lynn Campbell
Focus on Scugog

After she retired, 
Mabel continued her 
quest for knowledge 
by going back to 
school.
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DENTURE CLINIC
Your Smile Makeover Specialist

Get Your

Back

14500 Simcoe St., Unit 2  (McDonald’s Plaza)
Port Perry
Fax: 905-982-2088

• Private Waiting Room
• Same Day Repairs & Relines

• Teeth Whitening
• Mouth Guards

• Implant Retained Dentures 
• Full/Partial Dentures
• Permantly Retained Dentures

905-982-2087



Children’s Centre Inc.

186 Casimir St., Port Perry
905-985-5589

For more information:
www.curiositychildren.com

OPEN HOUSE
and 

REGISTRATION
Wednesday, August 22

6:30 pm

 Children 2-5 Years Old

Half and Full Day 
Programs Available

Learning through 
curiosity and wonder.

  Over 25 years experience and rese
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h 
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FALL LESSONS
4 2-week sessions available

7:30 am  to  8:30 pm
Ages 3 months and up

All classes private or semi-private
LIMITED SPACES - CALL NOW!

16625 Old Simcoe Road,  Port Perry
~~ 905-985-1709 ~~

Where We Grow Early Learning Centre Inc., is a fully 
licenced facility offering a nurturing atmosphere that is a 
fully integrated environment.   

Children from toddler to school age are exposed to and 
encouraged through play and stimulating learning 
experiences, which celebrates individuality, promotes self-
esteem and encourages social interactions based upon 
respect and kindness.  We believe children are individuals 
who learn through observations, exploration and by 

having positive interactions with their peers and adults.

Where We Grow is a family owned and operated business, 
staffed with quali� ed RECE’s and experienced assistants. 
Check out our facebook page.  Website coming soon.

Where We Grow Learning Centre Inc.
399 Queen Street, Port Perry
905-985-0800 • info@wherewegrow.com

Please see our ad on facing page

NURTURING INDIVIDUALITY IN YOUR CHILD

Whether you are looking to get 

together with friends or meet new 

ones, try something new, keep fi t 

or just have some fun, we have 

many interesting and educational 

activities right here in Scugog. 

You won’t believe what girls in Guiding do today! 
From eco-activities, sports, camping, science and technology, 
to fashion design, and community service projects, Guiding 
has something for everyone. Guiding enables girls to be 
con� dent, courageous and resourceful, and to make a 
difference in the world.

Girl Guides of Canada is the original activity-based 
organization for girls in Canada involving more than 7 
million Canadian girls and women over the past 100 years.

We welcome girls aged 5 - 17 to be part of these groups:
• Sparks (ages 5-6)         • Brownies (ages 7-8)           
• Guides (ages 9-11)       • Pathfi nders (age 12-14)      
• Rangers (ages 15-17)   • Adults (ages 18+)

Girl Guides of Canada is the place for today’s girls. 
For more information visit our website.

Girl Guides of Canada
1-800-565-8111 • girlguides.ca
Please see our ad on facing page.

LOOK AT GUIDING NOW!

 Anyone 
interested in
promoting 

fall registrations 
..... call us today. 

905-985-8585 
September issue 
in all mailboxes 

Tuesday, 
August 28
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UNIQUE SWIM PROGRAMS 
FOR KIDS
Parents you will want to take advantage of a great 
opportunity to have your child learn to swim in a 
positive environment, where children work at their 
own level!

SwimKids owner Julie Goodwin is a former 
competitive swimmer, national swim coach, master 
swimmer, and an ECE, and has been operating 
SwimKids for 20 years from her comfortable and 
heated indoor pool.

There are four children in a class with three highly 
quali� ed teachers, who are always in the pool with 
the children, not simply walking along the side, 
so they can easily demonstrate strokes. Plus at 
SwimKids, once your child has completed a level, 
they can go right to the next level, without having to 
wait for the next session!

Call today to reserve your spot for your child. 

SwimKids of Scugog Limited
16625 Old Simcoe Road, Port Perry  
905-985-1709

Please see our ad on facing page.

Games, drills, lots of fun for all levels of ability

JUNIOR TENNIS CAMP 
The courts on Water Street, Port Perry 

AUGUST 13 - 16 (Rain day August 17)

1/2 Day 9:30-12:30 or Full Day 9:30-3:30
Members: 1/2 day $70. Full day $120.
Non Members: 1/2 day $85. Full day $145.
Call Nancy 905-434-1606 
      or Ken 905-986-4555
www.portperrytennisclub.com

AGES 6-16

399 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-0800
info@wherewegrow.com

OPEN YEAR ROUND 
Monday -Friday

6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

OPEN YEAR ROUND 

“Getting Ready 
for School”

Ages 3-4 years old
  Morning program 
9:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Afternoon program 
12:30 - 3 p.m.

Limited 
Space Available

Toddler Room/
Preschool Room

as well JK/SK
Before and after school 

includes PA and 
school holidays  

Before  
and After School
Ages 6-12 year olds

includes PA days and school holidays 
Located at 14460 Simcoe St..

Port Perry

Now accepting registration for the 
following programs:


 
 
 
 
 

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY! 
Visit www.girlguides.ca  
Questions? Call 1-800-565-8111 

GIRLS CAN JOIN  
AT ANY AGE! 

 
SPARKS AGE 5-6 

BROWNIES AGE 7-8 
GUIDES AGE 9-11 

PATHFINDERS AGE 12-14 
RANGERS AGE 15-17+ 

Guiding is the place for  
today’s girls and women 

 

Girl Guides offers girls and women fun-filled  
opportunities to discover new interests, use their talents, 
challenge themselves and learn valuable leadership and 
life skills. 

Our programs explore issues that are important  
to girls, giving them the tools they need to be confident, 
courageous and resourceful, and to make a difference in 
the world. 

Make a difference in the lives of girls and they’ll make a  
difference in yours. Volunteer today! 

     

Social Learning is now more important than ever.  With the onset of the newly 
implemented ‘All Day-Every Day’ Kindergarten Program beginning this year, children as 
young as 3 years old are expected to enter the school system full time. 

Kindergarten can be an exciting time for kids to make new friends, and embrace the 
joys of learning, but it can also be quite dif� cult.  Nursery School is an excellent way to 
introduce children to a school routine, but it also prepares them in many other ways 
as well.  This can also ease potential anxieties such as separating from parents as they 
learning new routines, and learning to trust others in their new environment.  

The children who have attended the Curiosity Children’s Centre Nursery School Program 
have entered Junior Kindergarten with con� dence, as they embrace the excitement of 
starting their ‘big school’.

Curiosity Children’s Centre Inc.
186 Casimir Street, Port Perry
905-985-5589  •  www.curiositychildren.com

Please see our ad on facing page.

IS YOUR CHILD PREPARED FOR KINDERGARTEN?
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an Stone loves motor bikes. not any motor bikes, just vintage motor-
bikes and preferably British.
 But then Dan has a passion for history and historical artifacts. He 

serves on the Scugog Heritage committee, he owns and has spent a fortune on 
researching and restoring the Leonard block at the north-west corner of Queen 
and Perry Streets in Port Perry.  
 His daughter Christie and son-in-law Robert operate the Piano Cafe and the 
Piano Inn in the building. Upstairs Dan has carefully adapted the building into 
an “Inn” of suites and has recently completed the building’s fourth suite. 
 In front of the Piano Cafe passersby will usually see a sign to indicate that 
Dan is looking for old photographs and memorabilia from Port Perry. He has 
been a Scugog “picker” for many years, seeking out Scugog memorabilia par-
ticularly items related to his downtown property.
 Back to the bikes. He purchased his first motorbike while he was still at-
tending high school. “I shared the bike 50-50 with my brother and we terrorized 
Greenbank with it as teenagers until the engine seized,” he said with a smile. 
“When we wrecked it, we got more for it than we paid for it,” he added.
 But he was hooked on bikes and began buying British bikes and selling 
them realizing that such a hobby could be financially rewarding as well. While 
doing so he developed a cadre of friends with similar interests. “We traded and 
sold bikes like baseball cards,” he commented. 

D

DAN 
LOVES 

BIKES
his

   Dan with his 1938 - 500cc Nor-
ton bike, one of about 20 in his 
collection of vintage motorcycles.
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 After a successful career as an X-Ray technologist, he has 
taken an avid interest in antiques and heritage matters, par-
ticularly those related to Port Perry. But his interest in vintage 
motorbikes is a truly consuming passion. 
 “Not too long ago I heard of a Norton (an old English 
motorbike) for sale in the ottawa Valley. I came back with two 
truckloads of bikes and bike parts,” he said.  But more impor-
tantly, in the owner’s house he noticed a carburetor under a 
chesterfield. on enquiring he found out that it was part of a 
rare Matchless bike, belonging to the owner.  He bought it and 
is presently restoring the bike. 
 His favourite motorbike sits in the front room of his house, 
“Just like a piece of furniture,” he says. It is an extremely rare 
British bike, a 1951 Vincent, Red Rapide.  This particular model 
is one of only 26 made. He found it several years ago in a di-
lapidated condition and spent over eighteen months carefully 
restoring the bike to showroom condition.   
 “With such a rare bike, the restoration process was long and 
tedious, particularly in finding some missing or broken parts,” 
he added. “The secret of finding what you want whether it’s 
bikes or bike parts is advertising and knowing where to adver-
tise,” he noted. “A hobby like this involves a great amount of 
research,” he emphasizes. 
 This model was originally painted in Chinese red and was 
capable of 125 miles an hour when it came off the showroom 
floor in 1951. “Incredibly fast for its time,” said Dan. In spite 
of its speed, the Vincent Company went out of production in 
1955.
 Over the years Dan has owned a number of bikes, “More 
than 200,” he commented.  He presently owns 24 motorbikes 
but his core collection of 20 or so remains constant. The others 
are traded or sold from time to time.
  “One of the necessities of such a hobby is an understanding 
wife,” says Dan, “particularly since I keep several bikes in the 
basement. My wife Judy rarely asks what my bikes cost. She 
did ask once, and I had to go out and buy her a dishwasher,” 
he chuckled. 
 Scugog is unique in that there are several knowledgeable 
vintage motorbike enthusiasts and serious collectors including 

Dr. Paul Puckrin and Scott Carter. Their interests 
lead to a happy camaraderie among bike owners. 
 On any day when it isn’t raining, Dan can 
be seen riding one of his bikes around town or 
out for a drive in the countryside with his biker 
buddies. His “daily drivers” include a Harley Fat 
Boy, and a BMW dual sport.
 Dan closed our conversation by paraphrasing 
Will Rogers; “ I never met a motorcycle I didn’t 
like,” he laughed. 

By Paul Arculus
Focus on Scugog

     This  very rare 1951 British-built, “Vincent  Red Rapide” motorcycle, sits on display 
in the front room of Dan’s home.

 Dan is happiest when he straddles the leather seat of 
one of his vintage motorcycles and hits the road.

 This popular walking tour, orga-
nized by the Lake Scugog Historical 
Society and guided by local histo-
rian Paul Arculus, takes place on 
Wednesday, August 22 at the Pine 
Grove Cemetery in Prince Albert.  
 The free walk  lasts approximate-
ly 1.5 hours, however a collection for 
the Lake Scugog Historical Society 
will take place at the conclusion of 
the walk. The walk begins at the 
south end of the cemetery, on Barber 
St., near the united Church.
 Tour starts at 7 p.m. rain or shine.

Pine Grove Cemetery 
historical walking tour



British family saloon cars, sports cars, 
motorcycles and buses…

905-985-1456
251 Queen St., Port Perry

www.portperrybutcher.com

TRY OUR TRADITIONAL 
ENGLISH PUB PIES!

Steak & Guinness Pie
Steak & Kidney Pie
also Sausage Rolls

160 Queen Street, Unit B
Port Perry    905-985-9687
roxysboutique@hotmail.com

Roxy’s Boutique
Total Fashion Accessories

Fancy a Fascinator?
Come in and see 
our great selection!

BRITS ON THE LAKE
To make this experience even more fun, 
the theme for the 2012 event will be

That’s right - dig out your craziest hats 
and/or fascinator copies and strut your 
stuff on Queen Street.

A celebration of British automotive 
history and enthusiasm all benefi ting…

166 Water Street, Port Perry • 905-982-8778  
www.dbsilversmithdesigns.com
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2- 268 Queen Street, Port Perry 
905-985-3864

bessielanes@hotmail.ca

BESSIE LANES
One of a Kind Creations 

100% HANDMADE 100% LOCAL

 BRITS ON THE LAKE

    WELCOME

Join Us On Queen Street For The Annual All-British Motor Car Event With A Heart  
Free entry, dash plaques, trophies, prizes, 
vendors, live band…

Kid’s activities area…

“Wing Commander’s Rally Tour”
  Saturday, August 11

“No-Uboats Dinner/Dance Cruise”
  Saturday, August 11

JENSEN

TURNER

BENTLEY

ROLLS ROYCE

BSA

NORTON

MATCHLESS

FORD

JAGUAR

AUSTIN HEALEY

MG

TRIUMPH

MARCOS

TVR

VAUSHALL

BRISTOL

featuring

FORD CORTINA

LOTUS

ELAN

MORRIS &
AUSTIN 1100

TRIUMPH 
SPITFIRE

Unforgettable Experiences…  
Downtown Port Perry!
You’re closer than you think.

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
PORT PERRY
www.discoverportperry.ca

905-985-1022
161 Queen St., Port Perry     

Best English-Style
Fish & Chips in Town

by George!

Fish & Chips
Captain  George

AMAZE 
YOURSELF in one of META4 Gallery’s 
creative art workshops and courses.
Pick up a course calendar in-store or 
visit our website for details.

200 Queen St., Port Perry
905-985-1534
www.meta4gallery.ca 

META4 Contemporary Craft Gallery

DO 
YOUR 
BEST!   

BRITS ON THE LAKE
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 The countdown is on for the newly expanded 
Summer Breeze Festival, which blows into Port Perry 
from August 16-19.
 The four-day festival kicks off with a stimulating 
literary event featuring author Jan Wong. Wong has 
recently published a new book, Out of the Blue, to 
rave reviews. The literary evening takes place at the 
Piano Café with tickets $10.
 on Friday, August 17th, Brian neale and 
northern Harbour takes to the stage at Town Hall 
1873 for a night of tropical rock and roll. The good 
times start at 5:30 p.m. with a tailgate party com-
plete with summer cocktails, a barbeque and party 
games. The concert starts at 8 p.m. Tickets are $29.
 Saturday August 18th will be the busiest day of 
the festival with musical entertainment near Queen 
and Water Streets. Free performances take place all 
afternoon. 
 As a special treat for families and kids, Jack 
Grunsky performs at the Scugog Memorial Public 
Library. The concert starts at 2 p.m. and tickets are 
only $6 each or $20 for a family of four. 
 Also on Saturday, Port Perry’s restaurants and 
bars will offer up a Summer Breeze Festival welcome 
with special menus and entertainment. In the 
evening head out to the Scugog Shores Museum to 
catch the Driftwood Theatre’s latest production of 
“A Midsummer night’s Dream at 7:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is by donation ($15 suggested).
 After all that literary, musical, culinary and 
theatrical fun you might be ready for an easy after-
noon. So just head back to the library on Sunday to 
relax on the terrace and take in the Song Writer’s 
Music Festival from 1 to 4 p.m. It’s free, open to all 
ages and just the thing to wind down from a spec-
tacular weekend. 
 For more information about Summer Breeze 
Festival, contact the Scugog Council for the Arts 
at 905-982-2121 and www.scugogarts.ca.  Tickets 
for all events are available at the SCA office at 181 
Perry Street or may be purchased by phone or at 
select local businesses.
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 The 4th annual “Brits on The Lake” classic car show 
is less than two weeks away, taking place in downtown 
Port Perry on Sunday, August 12.
 “Brits on The Lake” is fast becoming the country’s 
most popular all-British motoring meet, set in the time 
capsule of the post-war era.  It relives the glory days of 
sporting British cars and motorcycles and it is quickly 

The     return to 
becoming one of the largest street parties of its kind. 
 The show offers owners, enthusiasts, visitors and 
shop-keepers the opportunity to leave the modern 
world behind and enjoy the magic of the historic 
streetscape infused with the beauty of classic British 
engineering and design.
 In response to popular demand, this year’s show 
has expanded featuring marques in celebration of the 
50th anniversaries of several significant models within 
the British car family.  
 Fifty years ago, 1962, was a great year for the British 
auto industry and also for car buffs, with wonderful 
pieces of rolling history to appreciate and to help us 
remember more carefree days.
 This year “Brits on The Lake” has expanded the 
weekend to include two events on Saturday, August 11 
– a 90 mile “Road Rally Tour”and a “Lake Cruise” with 
dinner and dance in the evening. 
 This is a “People’s Choice” judged show – which 
means anyone who wishes to participate may complete 
a judging ballot.
 This highly successful show, despite rain every year, 
has brought hundreds of car enthusiasts to Port Perry 
each year to view the cars, join in the festivities and to 
enjoy the shopping experience that Port Perry has to 
offer. 
 Cars on display will include the usual MGs, Tri-
umphs, Minis, Austin Healeys, Jaguars, Bentleys and 
Rolls Royces. But the show involves more than cars.
There will also be motor bikes with such classic names 
as norton, B.S.A. and Matchless.
 Queen Street will again be closed from Water to Sim-
coe Street so that visitors and exhibitors can wander 
freely among the cars and displays.
 For more information check the website at: www.
brits@britsonthelake.com .

Century Home
            &
             Garden
1431 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry • 905-985-2672

Where the Spirit of Gardening Lives

Fall Mums
2 gallon pots

Over 30 Colours
$7.99 ea.

or 5/$30.00

Flowering
Cabbage 

and Kale
Mixed Fall 
Planters

Flowering
Baskets

$9.99 
and up

Family owned by John and Karen Vanderzalm

TAYLOR FORD 
AUTO SERVICE
1565 Hwy. 7A, Port Perry   
(just east of Walmart)

905-985-3655

*

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri:  8:00am - 6:00pm
Sat: 9:00am - 1:00pm

* Offer Expires
   September 1, 2012

* Not applicable to diesel models.    Applies to single rear wheel drive vehicles.    Up to 5L of oil, disposal 

WE SERVICE 
ALL MAKES AND 

MODELS.

premium oil and � lter change, tire inspection and rotate, 
87 point inspection, battery test and report, visual brake 
inspection, top up all � uids, inspection report card.

More than expected!

Includes: 

Summer Service Special



Renovating? There is no need to leave the Scugog area to become inspired, 
enlightened, informed and energized. You can get helpful advice, home 
solutions and the newest products for in and around your home, right here.

   Home 
Improvements   

Sales & Installation
• Windows    • Doors
• Siding         • Shutters
• Sunrooms  • Renovations

®

182 North Port Plaza, Unit #7 - Reach St. at North Port Rd.
www.windowstore.ca    

Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed

ENJOY YOUR VIEW…

Budget Blinds has a great selection of quality window 
coverings to choose from: 
Solar Shades protects your interiors from UV rays without 
sacrificing your view.
Cellular Shades have insulating properties that make your 
home cool in the summer and warm in the winter.
Faux wood blinds are durable, warp resistant and easy to clean.
Wood blinds add sophistication to your room.
Shutters reduce energy costs and increase home value.

Roman Shades are a timeless treatment that adds beauty
and elegance to any room.
For these and other window covering options including 
motorization, call Joe Gibson for your Free In-home Consultation,
email jcgibson@budgetblinds.com, or visit our website. 

Budget Blinds
905-213-2583
www.budgetblinds.com/portperry
Please see our ad on page 24.

Let Budget Blinds help you finish your home improvement project

  The 

 RIGHT
 Connections
 mean everything.

Your home electrical 
wiring is much too 
important to leave 
to just anyone. You 
can trust our care-
ful, professional 
service to wire your 
home safely and 

MONSMA ELECTRIC LTD. 905-431-5042
INDUSTRIAL  • COMMERCIAL • 
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A. OPPERS LTD
193 North St., Port Perry  •  905-985-4910

www.oppers.ca

PRIDE THAT 
SHOWS 

THROUGH 
FROM START 

TO FINISH

We really appreciate Oppers quality of workmanship 
and the way you stand behind your work.  We would 
not hesitate to recommend your company to our 
friends or anyone who needed your type of service.  
We feel that you are also very honest and reasonable 
in your prices for the quality of work you do.                  
               Ruth, Port Perry

 A style for 
every point of view.

Blinds  -  Draperies
Shutters  -  Shades 

Great Selection
 Stylish Colours
 Superior Service

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION

Joe Gibson, Blackstock
905-213-2583

www.budgetblinds.com/portperry

Garage Organization Tips
Determine what your garage will be 
used for: storage, garden centre, studio, 
workshop, car enthusiast, “mancave”. 
This will help focus on your design 
requirements.
Sort garage contents into three groups: 
Keep, Sell/Donate or Trash, (3 R’s to 
respect the environment).
The best way to organize is to remove 
clutter off the floor and use wall space. 
Assign a section for sports equipment 
storage, yet another section for gardening 
and so on.
Overhead storage suits seasonal items.
An added benefit is saving time and 
money finding all those “misplaced” items!
Call for a no-obligation free consultation 
today! 1-877-466-9255 - or call Betty and 
Gerry to visit our Port Perry showroom!

On Wall Solutions
1-877-466-9255
betty@onwallsolutions.com     
gerry@onwallsolutions.com 
www.onwallsolutions.com
Please see our ad on page 25.

Lebel Shingles LTD.
 Owner: Yvan Lebel

905-985-8493
Port Perry

LOOK
UP!
What do you see? 

A roof that needs some TLC?

Protect Your Investment
A Good Roof is Good Proof

33 YEARS OF QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

We specialize in Quality Asphalt 
Shingles and Metal Flashing

Reroofing, New Work, Repairs
FULLY INSURED

TREEriffi c
Tree Service
JAMES PAPIA  Certi� ed Arborist    #SO-4204A             

•  Tree Trimming & Pruning
• Tree & Stump Removal
• Arbor Consultation

905-982-1998  treerif� c@gmail.com
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Let’s get something 
perfectly clear – 
YOUR WATER!
Free in home water analysis. 
Service to all makes of water  
softeners and water treatment systems.
Free install on purchased softeners ultra violet and reverse osmosis.
VIO Systems
1894 Scugog St., Unit 1, Port Perry
905-985-4900 or 1-888-468-1336            
www.ecowater.ca VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

8
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Since 1925.

905-655-3291   •  1-800-575-5656

Serving Durham Region since 1992

4179 Simcoe St. N., Oshawa (just 10km south of Port Perry)

MOBILE. QUIET. POWERFUL.
STIHL LITHIUM-ION PRO
No gas. No emissions. No power cord. These new 36 V lithium-ion cordless machines 
combine innovative motor and battery technology with � rst-class machine engineering. 
Developed by STIHL, this brushless motor is extremely energy ef� cient and subject to only 
low levels of mechanical wear. The power from the lithium-ion battery pack is optimized to 
achieve high ef� ciency and enhanced performance. Forget messing with gas or � ghting 
with a pull cord start. Simply insert the battery in the machine and start working. STIHL’s 
powerful lithium-ion battery pack is compatible with all STIHL cordless models.

One Battery
Multiple Tools

AP 80†† $14995 
AP 160 $24995

Sold separately.
††Not recommended for

MSA, RMA and BGA

Chain Saw
MSA 160 C-BQ $34995*

Blower
BGA 85 $29995*

Hedge Trimmer
HSA 65 $29995*

Grass Trimmer
FSA 65 $27995*

Grass Trimmer
FSA 85 $29995*

$39995
RMA 370 Battery Lawn Mower
ONLY 12.9 kg / 28.4 lb!
• 36.8 cm / 14.5”
• 5 stage cutting height system
• 40 L grass catcher box

Receive a FREE AL 100 Battery Charger
with the purchase of any Lithiim-Ion unit and 

any STIHL Lithium-Ion Battery.
* Battery sold separately.

MSRP $449.95*

NEW

Home Improvements   
We offer a complete range of renovation services. Since our 
opening almost a decade ago, it has always been our priority 
to provide our customers with the best window and door 
products available. Adding to our core business, we have 
also expanded our products and services to include exterior 
siding, eavestrough and aluminum work. We also install 
sunrooms and additions, metal roofing, porch enclosures, 
interior window coverings and shutters as well as basement 
renovations and aluminum and glass railings. For a complete 
range of products and services please visit our website www.
windowstore.ca.
We provide professional installation with our in house 
installation staff (not sub-contractors) and carry WSIB and 
Liability insurances. We also supply products for the do-it-
yourself homeowner. No matter what project you’re tackling, 
we have the expertise and the products to make your 
renovation a success. Consultations and estimates are free 
and please feel free to visit our ever expanding showroom 
or see us on-line and see for yourself why we are The Window 
Store...and so much more!

The Window Store
182 North Port Rd. Unit 7, Port Perry
905-985-6665
www.windowstore.ca
Please see our ad on page 23.

Welcome to The Window Store...  
and so much more!

After OnWall,  It’s Not Just a Garage   ™  

Since 2003

Locally owned and operated - 
Call Betty and Gerry 

to visit our showroom today!

1-877-466-9255      www.onwallsolutions.com
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 The Yida Refugee Camp in South Sudan 
sprawled like a vast village below our Cessna 
aircraft – just 18 kilometres away from one of 
the newest international borders in the world 
dividing Sudan from South Sudan (the newest 
nation in the world). 
 I had not expected a refugee camp to look 
like a small and growing town, but in many 
ways, that is exactly what it has become. A town 
by nobody’s choice. 
 I was there by choice though, and by the 
invitation of Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian char-
ity better known in Port Perry as the Christmas 
Shoebox people. Many Scugog churches partici-
pate in this program every year.  
 Shoeboxes are filled with small, often practi-
cal gifts, and Samaritan’s Purse distributes them 
to children in need around the world. I do it 
every year with our three kids, and that was re-
ally the extent of my knowledge of this organi-
zation.
 Then, because of my work as a freelance 
journalist and editor who specializes in social 
justice issues often within the Canadian Church 
Press community, I was invited to join a me-
dia tour that included a photojournalist from 
Calgary, a CBC radio freelancer from Toronto, 
and me, a print journalist from Port Perry. How 
could I possibly say no?  
 Our journey to Yida was a two-and-a-half 
hour flight from the tiny, dim airport in Juba, 
the capital city of South Sudan. But for the refu-
gees who make their way to Yida, it is usually a 
trek from two to 10 days, almost always on foot, 
carrying children and what possessions, food 
and water they managed to bring. 
 In and around the Juba airport, signs still 
hang that say “Countdown to Southern Sudan 
Referendum.” They feature a sketch of a hand 
ramrod straight, above a large, inked  thumb-
print in a circle and the word “Separation.” 
Heat, time and dust have made the posters look 
older than they must actually be, because the 
vote took place just over a year ago in January 
2011, and the dream of independence became 
reality on July 9, 2011. 
 The dream itself of a Sudan free of war and 
particularly a South free of routine and dev-
astating attacks, is dying. Oil lying rich and 
dark under the dry, red ground of South Sudan 
– with the pipeline that takes it to market laid 
across the North – muddies the waters. 
 So do the new border lines that separated 

Scugog Samaritans
Group dispenses aid from
“Samaritan’s Purse”  to
refugees in camps along 
the South Sudan border

 Karen Stiller, a freelance journalist who writes for Focus on Scugog, was 
among a number of journalists who travelled to the Sudan recently. She is 
seen here with refugees outside the Maban Refugee Camp who are waiting 
to register for humanitarian aid and shelter.
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Sudan into two different countries. The line that was 
carved across the two nations locked members of the 
Sudanese Peoples Liberation Army- (SPLA) who fought 
alongside Southern Sudan for the long disputed South 
Kordorfan and Blue nile states, into what is literally the 
enemy territory of the North. 
 The lines may have changed, but the war (now unof-
ficial) picked up again pretty quickly from where it had 
briefly ended. This dispute is both ancient and new, Mus-
lim north vs Christian South, Arabic vs Black African, it is 
both that simple and way more complicated.
 Not even the refugee camps are completely safe. 
Sudan’s armed forces dropped bombs just last novem-
ber on the first refugee camp we visited. When we asked 

refugees why they fled their homes, the women, men 
and youth almost always say it was the bombardment, 
and, increasingly, the hunger resulting from planting 
and harvest times that are war’s less obvious casualty. 
And the hunger is bound to increase, and with it the 
number of refugees who turn up at the registration 
centre just outside the camp’s almost constantly widen-
ing boundaries, each and every morning. 
 After camping out at Yida overnight in tents, our 
team climbed back into the Cessna and flew to another 
refugee camp, in the Maban district of Southern Sudan 
where we spent another night and day interviewing 
refugees and Samaritan’s Purse staff. 
 Samaritan’s Purse is the food partner on the ground 
here, as they are at the Yida camp, distributing World 
Food Programme supplies to the refugees. They are 
distributing sustenance in what is an unpredictable 
and tragic situation. They are also offering hope, which 
is something that, despite the current situation, is alive 
and well in South Sudan.
 Jared Opudo is a nurse I met at one of the camps. 
He told me that “We felt it (the referendum) was a big 
step forward. It is a new chapter and an opportunity 
for South Sudan to control our self. We are more stable. 
It is easier to engage with government authorities. Poli-
cies can be developed and held more firmly,” he said. 
“During the war, we were in relief mode. Now, we are 
in development mode.” 
 Driving down green, leafy Queen Street back into 
Port Perry, after my whirlwind tour, I had that discom-
bobulated feeling of when you arrive back onto what 
feels like “Planet Nice” after being somewhere that 
walks so much closer to the edge, all the time. 
 I love my town, but I love my job too! And I loved 
seeing a charity that so many people in Port Perry sup-
port – at least once a year – doing so much more than I 
ever imagined.

By Karen Stiller
Focus on Scugog

   
   Even though they 
lived in refugee 
camps, the kids Ka-
ren met were playful, 
friendly, and loved 
having their pictures 
taken.

    This grandmother had just reunited with her granddaughter and 
great grandchildren at the refugee camp. They carried whatever be-
longings they could in plastic containers to escape the war zone that 
their home in the Nuba Mountains has become.



Blackstock Fair
August 25

Port Perry Fair
Saturday September 1-3

Uxbridge Fair
August September 7-9

Saturday Sept 1st, 1pm through
Mon Sept 3

Sat  1 pm - Classic Car Show
Sat  7 pm - Monster Truck Show
Sun 1 pm - Harness Horse Racing
Sun 6 pm - Demolition Derby
Sun 8 pm - Chad Brownlee
Mon 11:45 am - Rodeo Bull Riding
www.portperryfair.com

$25 advance sale, Aug 17 to noon Saturday Sept 1st.

Available at Vos’ Your Independent Grocer.

In the past, the fair provided our local farmers     

with an opportunity to socialize and enjoy  

the fruits of their labour.  It was also a time 

when new products, methods, and ideas 

could be exchanged which was often difficult  

in early times.      

Fairs have changed since their inception,  

but they still carry on their mandate of 

promoting agriculture and the rural lifestyle.

Check out our local county fairs this summer 

and get a close-up view of time-honoured 

farm life and country skills. 
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Blackstock and Port Perry 
fair boards getting ready 
to showcase all Scugog 
has to offer... and more!
 The first of Scugog’s two great fall fairs take 
place in just a few weeks, with the kick-off of the 
Blackstock Fair.
 It’s the 147th year for the Blackstock commu-
nity’s fair and this year it begins Friday, August 24 
with a new event – the Garden Tractor Pull begin-
ning at 7 p.m. 
 There will be 10 classes from youth (under 15 
yrs.) to Super Stock and Pro Stock – lots of power, 
smoke and noise. These are not your neighbours’ 
grass cutters – they’re “pimped up to pull” work-
ing toys.
 For those not interested in this event, the ex-
hibit buildings and concessions will be open to the 
public on Friday from 7-9 p.m.
 The big show gets underway on Saturday, be-
ginning with the annual parade to the fairgrounds 
and followed by horse shows and many 4-H 
achievements in the morning. 
 The younger set will love the popular Kids’ 
World, pony rides, obstacle course and jumping 
castle.
 Afternoon activities include livestock shows – 
dairy and beef cattle, light and heavy horses and 
Agworld all day. 
 Throughout the day entertainment will include 
town crier Bill McKee, a magician to amaze all 
ages, the Outback Cloggers and music by the Wot-
ten family.
 This is followed by Clever Cat and High Top 
Society for the teens and younger adults to enjoy 
before our smashing Demolition Derby. Again this 
year we will have a “Super Moms  Van  Special” 
for their favourite charity as well as the other regu-
lar car classes.
 Following the Demo Derby, there will be a new 
Grandstand Show featuring Riki Knox, a talented 
country singer and recording artist from Durham 

Please turn to page 32

Blackstock Fair
August 25

Port Perry Fair
Saturday September 1-3

Uxbridge Fair
August September 7-9

Saturday Sept 1st, 1pm through
Mon Sept 3

Sat  1 pm - Classic Car Show
Sat  7 pm - Monster Truck Show
Sun 1 pm - Harness Horse Racing
Sun 6 pm - Demolition Derby
Sun 8 pm - Chad Brownlee
Mon 11:45 am - Rodeo Bull Riding
www.portperryfair.com

$25 advance sale, Aug 17 to noon Saturday Sept 1st.

Available at Vos’ Your Independent Grocer.

In the past, the fair provided our local farmers     

with an opportunity to socialize and enjoy  

the fruits of their labour.  It was also a time 

when new products, methods, and ideas 

could be exchanged which was often difficult  

in early times.      

Fairs have changed since their inception,  

but they still carry on their mandate of 

promoting agriculture and the rural lifestyle.

Check out our local county fairs this summer 

and get a close-up view of time-honoured 

farm life and country skills. 

www.uxbridgefair.ca
General admission provides free admission to all events. Parking and seating not guaranteed.

General Admission $10.00
Children Grade 8 & Under FREE

Weekend Pass $25.00
Parking FREE  •  Offsite (shuttle) FREE

Entertainment

Horticulture

Homecrafts

Contests 

Uxbridge Fall Fair  presents

Read All About It!

September 7, 8, 9 in Elgin Park

AUGUST 25, 2012
BLACKSTOCK FAIR

147th Annual

• Parade Saturday 10:30 am
•  Demo Derby Saturday at 7:00 pm

with “Super Moms” Van Feature  • Live music on stage

  

Entertainment for all ages!

For more information:
905-986-0035  /  www.blackstockfair.ca

This year’s 
theme:

PAST - PRESENT -
FUTURE of the FAIR

ALL WEEKEND - Rollback Admission: $8 Adults, $4 Public School Students
All Exhibit Buildings Open 7-9pm

SATURDAY
Champion Town Crier Bill Mckee

Magician for all Ages
Outback Cloggers

Live Music All Afternoon - 
Classic to Country 

trending to New Wave 
before Demo Derby

FREE
On-site 
Parking 

  
All Exhibit Buildings Open 7-9pm

               GARDEN 
       LAWN TRACTOR PULL 
               Classes for all!  A popular 
            New  Entertainment Spectacle

Friday Night

PAST PAST  PRESENT  PRESENT 

                GRANDSTAND 
                    SHOW               featuring C&W Recording Artist
                  RIKI KNOX                       following Demo Derby

    Saturday Night

• Agworld   
• Pony Rides
• ATV Pull
• Jumping Castle
• Super Kidsworld  
•  4-H and 

Livestock Shows   
• Obstacle Course
•  Expanded Saddle 

Horse Show

P
A
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FUTURE
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Scugog ?What’ s Up`

 All roads lead to Port Perry in a month for the annual 
Port Perry Fair. The popular event really gets underway 
on Saturday, September 1 with exhibits and the midway 
opening. Be sure not to miss the opening ceremonies 
followed by the ‘Monster Madness’ show. See details 
elsewhere in this issue.

Dates: September 1 to September 3
Opening Ceremony: Saturday 6:00 p.m.
Location: Port Perry Fairgrounds
         corner of Reach St. & Old Simcoe Rd. 
Information: www.portperryfair.com

One of the areas longest running one-day fairs starts 
with a parade Saturday morning. Come to the fair and 
enjoy super kid’s world, crafts, livestock shows, horse 
pull, agricultural tent, midway and much more.  Buildings 
open at 9:30 a.m., parade at 10:30 a.m.

Dates: Saturday, August 25
Parade: 11:00 a.m.   
Location: Blackstock  
    Fairgrounds
Information: 905-986-0035  
      or www.blackstockfair.ca

BLACKSTOCK FAIR

PORT PERRY FAIR

Aquarama, Port Perry Rotary Club’s popu-
lar summer event is back! This is a great 
spectator or participation event for 
families and businesses. Watch teams 

race around a course in front of 
Palmer Park, and raise money 
for various Rotary Club projects. 

For more information: www.
aquarama.ca  or call Steve at 
 905-852-8008.

DATE: Sunday, August 19
LOCATION: Palmer Park, Port Perry
START TIME: Registration 9:30 a.m.
           Races begin 11:00 a.m.

Rotary Club

A family day of music and fun in memory of Larry Dee at the home of Paul and Charlene Wasson. Come and enjoy eight hours of great music by some of Ontario’s leading country stars.  Also enjoy the motorcycle show and shine open to all bikes. Hamburgers, hot dogs, corn and pop available. Something for everyone.
Dates: Sunday, August 19Time: 12 noon to 8 p.m.

Location: 4790 McKee Road, BlackstockAdmission: $10.00 each. Kids 12 and under free               when accompanied by adult.

 Musician’s Corn Roast 

Get to know the Port Perry United Way and 
show your community spirit by making 
plans to attend the 5th Annual BBQ & 
Tour de Pérry Trike Race. Everyone 
is invited to this free fun-filled event. 
Watch local businesses and 
organizations competing for 
the Tour de Pérry tricycle 
race trophy! Also enjoy a 
burger barbequed by local 
community agencies. 
Entertainment by Irwin Smith.

Le Tour de Pérry

DATE: Friday, September 7
TIME: 12 noon to 2 p.m.
LOCATION: Perry Street (between Queen and 
        North St.,Port Perry.
INFORMATION:  Call 905-985-9399.

DEMOLITION DERBY
    Come enjoy one of the most awaited nights of the 

year in Blackstock, when they host their annual Demoli-

tion Derby. Thrill to the sights, sounds and smells as cars 

try to bring their competitors to a standstill. Competitors 

are still being signed up in all classes.

Dates: Saturday, August  25
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Blackstock Fair
Information: 905-986-0035 or 

www.blackstockfair.ca



FOCUS - AUGUST 2012  31   

Tips For The Traveller
 As part of my career I have had the privilege of travelling to 70 
countries on six continents, many of them several times. Whenever 
I talk with people they ask if I have any tips on travelling, which is 
something I have given a great deal of thought to, based on experi-
ences over the past 35 years. Many are a result of ‘learning the hard 
way’.
 First of all here are things that need to be done before leaving 
home. Passports are a must, anywhere you go, including the U.S. and 
most countries impose a six month rule, which means your passport 
must be valid for six months from the time you enter 
the country. 
 It is also very important to make a photocopy 
of the information page and put it somewhere in 
the bottom of your suitcase. This will come in 
handy if you lose your passport. With the photo-
copy you can go to any Canadian consulate or 
embassy and have a replacement issued (usu-
ally) within 24 hours. Without your passport it 
will be difficult to prove who you are and the 
process can take days. 
 It is equally important to carry two extra 
passport photos. I recall a trip from Argen-
tina to Brazil when visa requirements for 
Canadians were introduced the day before I arrived 
at the border. Not only did I have to spend $80 for a visa, I had to 
have a photo taken by the only photographer in the area at a cost of 
$30 per photo.
 Once you are on the road there are several rules, which have to 
be adhered to. I think we all know not to drink tap water in strange 
places, but it is important to note that water anywhere outside of 
North America is treated different and may disagree with you. I 
never drink anything other than bottled water when I’m off this con-

tinent, even to brush my teeth, and when in a restaurant I 
ask them not to open it.
 I make a habit of never ordering salad or fruit which 
has been peeled. No ice cubes in drinks, which may seem 
extreme but I have never been sick when travelling, includ-
ing my busiest year, three years ago when I made 46 trips.
 I was in a small restaurant on the outskirts of Beijing 
enjoying a meal and when I went to the restroom I ac-
cidentally stepped behind a building. There I saw a man 
washing lettuce in a large bucket, which was also filled with 

clothes. I watched him wring out a shirt and 
hang it on a clothes line and then stared in 
awe as he took the lettuce from the same 
bucket and began to chop it on a cutting 
board.
     Hotels seem to have their own set of 
rules. If they ask for your passport do not 
leave it with them overnight (a common 
practice in smaller European hotels). Instead 
ask them to make a copy or offer the copy you 
already have. 

     Unless you need two copies of your key only 
take one. The less opportunity of losing keys the 
better you will be. There are many opinions on 

the personal information stored on the card keys. 
Most hotels will claim they do not store data (so why the 
magnetic strip?), while others state they delete the infor-
mation upon checkout. I never return the cards, as I do not 
want to take any chances. When I’m paying $200 a night to 
sleep, the 15 cent plastic card key becomes a nice souvenir, 
which I can shred at my convenience. 
 When you step from the elevator onto your floor 

We can help 
with your 

dream vacation.
Call us today!

158 Casimir St., Port Perry
905-985-2268

virginia.frewclarke@marlintravel.ca

MC

TICO #4577532

Colleen Virginia Jean
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make sure no one else gets off with you. If someone does and 
they are behind you, do not walk to your room. The last thing 
you need is for someone else to know exactly where you are 
staying. 
 The first thing I do when I enter my room is check the bath-
room and the shower. I remember a friend from Atlanta who 
was on a trip to Sydney and upon entering his hotel room was 
attacked by someone who was hiding in the shower. 
 Next, I always take my hotel key, passport and wallet and 
place them on the bottom right corner of the desk in the room. 
I do this in the event of fire or evacuation (and there have been 
many). No matter what room I am in or how dark it is I am al-
ways able to find the most important things I have before I leave 
the room. (Of course I add my camera to that pile as well).
 Let’s talk about one of my favourite places – airports. 
Normally I am not good with rules, but at airports, especially 
since 9-11, I obey them all. Most people understand security 
issues and obvious statements about terrorism, guns, bombs, etc. 
should never be made, even in jest. 
 Security officers have a job to do and believe it or not it 
is not to make your trip miserable. Their sole job is to ensure 
your flight is as safe as possible. In Canada we have it pretty 
easy. Seldom are we patted down (full body frisking) and in most 
cases we do not even have to remove our belts, but jackets have 
to come off and usually shoes do as well. 
 I always chuckle at people who decide not to wear socks 
and then grimace when they walk barefooted across filthy 
floors. Laptops, cell phones, iPads and the like have to come out 
and be placed in bins.  Make sure these devises are fully charged, 
because it is common to be asked to turn them on. If they do 
not power up you may lose them. This applies to cameras as 
well. They do not need to be removed, but if asked to turn the 
power on it had better work.
 Any liquids exceeding 100ml have to be thrown away. This 
includes highly flammable items such as nail polish. 
 Xray machines do not harm digital cameras, but they knock 
the heck out of film. You have the right to have your belongings 
searched manually and although security officials may not like it 

they have to do it if you insist.
 Airlines are becoming stricter on what you can and can-
not bring onto a plane. Many airlines are now charging for lug-
gage, blankets, pillows and headsets. Pack your suitcases wisely 
and make sure you weigh them. I recently paid $70 because 
I was ten pounds over the limit. If you use multiple carriers 
check their limitations. You may satisfy Air Canada, only to 
find that Qantas has a different limitation on luggage weight. 
 I have also found that many airlines are weighing carry-on 
luggage. Check the limit beforehand and abide by it to avoid 
unnecessary stress at airports. Limit your carry on to one 
piece plus a personal item (purse) and carry all your medica-
tions with you. Luggage gets lost - not often, but it does and 
you do not want your life saving meds travelling to Cleveland 
when you are en-route to Hawaii.
 If you have a choice of aircraft go with 767s. They have 
more aisle seats than any other aircraft. Air Canada, as well 
as other carriers is now charging extra for bulkhead and in 
some cases aisle seats. To me that is money well spent. It is 
much more practical to sit near the front of a plane, as the 
turbulence is minimized and the de-planing time is greatly 
reduced. If you have a tight connection tell the flight attendant 
and they will fast track you. Flying can be stressful at best, so 
make sure you arrive in plenty of time - three hours early 
for international and 90 minutes for domestic. I can almost 
guarantee if you are early the line moves quickly but if you 
are late it seems to drag for eternity. 
 The busiest time to travel to the U.S. is the American 
Thanksgiving weekend. If at all possible, avoid flying during 
that holiday. 
 March break is another madhouse at terminals in North 
American. Do not let the challenges of travelling deter you 
from going places. Obey the rules, use common sense, get all 
your shots and enjoy yourself. There are few things better 
than a trip to an exotic locale.
 Jonathan van Bilsen is a travel photographer and author. 
Follow past issues of his Travelon articles at www.jonathanvan-
bilsen.com

SCUGOG FALL FAIRS
Continued from page 29

Region, who will entertain the crowd 
to cap off another successful fair 
weekend.
 The Blackstock Fair, August 24th 
and 25th. Admission for both days is 
$8 for adults, $4 for Public School stu-
dents, and expanded on-site parking 
is free.
 For more information please con-
tact 905-986-0035 or www.blackstock-
fair.ca 

PORT PERRY FAIR
 The Port Perry Fair gets underway 
Saturday, September 1 at noon with 
the midway opening and a classic car 
show during the afternoon.

 The official opening ceremonies 
will be held at 6 p.m., in front of 
the fair grandstand, followed by 
the exciting Monster Madness 
Truck Show.
 Sunday will be in full swing 
with the 4-H Shows, Beef Cat-
tle Show, Holstein Cattle Show, 
Pari-Mutual Harness Horse Rac-
ing beginning at 1 p.m., and fun 
Family Rodeo. The ever popular 
Demolition Derby is on at 6 p.m. 
A variety of musical entertain-
ment, will be performed in the 
shelter, ending with night’s head-
liner, Chad Brownlee at 9 p.m.
 On Monday the fair continues 
beginning with, the Heavy Horse 

Show at 9:30 a.m. the ontario 
County Holstein Show starting at 
10 a.m., followed by the popular 
Rodeo Bull Riding event at 11:45 
a.m. and the Horse Pull Competi-
tion at 2 p.m.
 There’s plenty for the whole 
family, so mark September 1-3 on 
your calendar now.
 Admission fees are: Adults $10 
day, Weekend Pass $18, Children 
$4 day, Pre-schoolers ‘free’ and 
parking $3 per day.
 For full details, times and 
information about the Port Perry 
Fair, see the schedule of events on 
the fair website: www.portperry-
fair.com .



Then you need Compton’s

High Speed Internet
Then you need Compton’s

High Speed Internet

Powergate
Residential

10 Mbps
Download Speed

As low as $35/month when bundled
with Truechoice TV packageCall us

today! 905-985-8171 | www.compton.net

Got the
Need for Speed?

We’ve got superior internet
speed – up to 150% faster
than the competition. And

don’t forget our friendly local
tech support and same-day

service calls!

Operated by Rogers Communications

NORTH DURHAM
EYE CLINIC

189 North St., Port Perry • 905-985-1361
www.drworkman.optometry.net 

ESTABLISHED 1994     •     NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Children should have an eye exam by age 3, 
followed by an annual eye exam before going  
back to school through age 18.  
Vision problems that are not detected and  
treated may lead to permanent damage not  
only to eyesight, but also to performance  
in school, desire to learn and self-esteem.



    

Specializing in
Motor Coach Travel
Specializing inSpecializing in
Motor Coach Travel

NiagaraFallsview CasinoAugust 27
Only $15.00 pp

   Pickering Ajax Oshawa Port Perry
Wed.  Depart 7:45 am 7:55 am 8:30 am 8:50 am
 Return 5:20 pm 5:10 pm 4:50 pm 4:30 pm

Thurs. Depart 1:45 pm 1:55 pm 2:30 pm 2:50 pm
 Return 11:20 pm 11:10 pm 10:50 pm 10:30 pm

Fri. Depart xxxxxx 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return xxxxxx 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

Sat. Depart 2:45 pm 2:55 pm 3:30 pm 3:50 pm
 Return 1:15 am 1:10 am 12:50 am 12:30 am

CASINO RAMA
SCHEDULE

Seneca
Niagara Casino

August 12
Only $25.00 pp

DAY TRIPPIN’ 2012
Aug 23 “Calendar Girls” - Belleville
Aug 25 Salmon Run Mall Shopping -
 Watertown NY
Aug 28 Fenelon Falls Luncheon Cruise
Sep 15 Niagara Falls NY
 Outlet Mall Shopping
Sep 18 International Plow Match -
 Waterloo Region
Sep 25 Big Chute Luncheon Cruise
Oct 1 Walters Family - 
 Greatest Country Show

Oct 4 St. Jacobs Country
Oct 9 The Colours of the Kawarthas
Oct 16 A Day in Prince Edward County
Nov 8 Royal Agricultural Winter Fair
Nov 21 “Run For Your Wife” - Mohawk Theatre
Nov 24 Walden Galleria, Buffalo, NY Shopping

MULTI-DAY TOUR
Nov 5-7  Seneca Niagara Casino/Shopping    
 Includes, 2 nights accommodation, 2 Breakfast Buffets, 
$100.00 US, $40 Food, Shopping     From $375.00 p.p.       

STOUFFVILLE

TORONTO STREET

SUNDERLAND

NORTH PORT

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382

STOUFFVILLE

TORONTO STREET

SUNDERLAND

NORTH PORT

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

STOUFFVILLE

TORONTO STREET

SUNDERLAND

NORTH PORT26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161

Other locations to serve you:

“Your Con� dent Smile 
is Our Goal.”

15930 Old Simcoe Rd. Port Perry
905-985-7777

www.thedentalcentre.ca

DENTISTRY 
FOR ALL AGES

They are waiting to take care of all your 
dental needs from all 4 of our locations.

Introducing 
Dr. Dewji and Dr. Schroeder


