
UXBRIDGE

100
1800 - 1900

YEARS

The First





�

 By J. Peter Hvidsten

UXBRIDGE

100
1800 - 1900

YEARS

The First



UXBRIDGE - The First 100 Years

�

Uxbridge - The First 100 Years

Copyright 2005 by J. Peter Hvidsten

First Published: 2010

Published by: Observer Publishing of Port Perry 

Number of Copies: 200

ISBN - 0-9684932-8-9
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechani-
cal, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and 
retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.



The First 100 Years - UXBRIDGE

�

Table Of Contents
Acknowledgments ............................................................ 4

 Preface - The Valley Before the White Man ................... 5

 Uxbridge - The Naming of Uxbridge ............................. 8

 Chapter 1 - Early Development . .................................... 9

 Chapter 2 - The Newspapers ........................................... 21

 Chapter 3 - Rise and Progress of a Village ..................... 29

 Chapter 4 - Incorporation & Beyond .............................. 33

 Chapter 5 - Coming Of Age .............................................  67

 Chapter 6 - Uxbridge etc. ...............................................  101

 Chapter 7 - Photo Album: Beyond 1900 .......................  143

 Index .................................................................................  172



UXBRIDGE - The First 100 Years

�

 The search for historical facts can be time consuming and tedious, but 
it is often a rewarding process, and while researching this book, I’ve had to 
draw on many sources to locate information or pictures that had long been 
forgotten or lost. It’s impossible to remember everyone who helped, but to 
all those who contributed in any way, I extend my sincere Thanks for the 
interest and assistance. Without your help much of the information in this 
book would not have been possible. 

Special thanks to:
 • Allan McGillivary - former curator for the Uxbridge-Scott Museum, 
for allowing me use of the many resources  and archives at the museum. 
Also for his assistance and valuable knowledge of the history of the town, 
which helped to insure an accurate account.

Research Resources
 - Uxbridge-Scott Museum
 - Reference Library, Toronto
 - Archives of Ontario, Toronto
 - Land Registry Office, Whitby
 - The Uxbridge Journal
 - The Uxbridge Times-Journal
 - Historical Atlas of Ontario County 1877
 - Life and Times of Joseph Gould
 - Tales From The Valley - Allan McGillivary
 - Old Boy’s Reunion Booklet, 1927

* NOTE: Most of the information throughout this book has been extracted directly 
from newspapers of the time and published exactly as written during the period. 
Within this document there are numerous ‘styles of writing’ and ‘terminology’ that 
would not be used today, but have been printed as orignally written to show how 
writing styles have changed over the past century.

~  Acknowledgements  ~
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The Valley 
before the white man

 We begin this book almost 200 years ago..... at a time when Indians roamed the hills 
and valleys, hunting in the lush forests and fishing in the crystal clear brooks and ponds, 
in an area that today is known as Uxbridge Township.
 The following story was written by F. H. Moore in 1927, and published in a souvenir 
booklet published by the North Ontario Times, of Uxbridge during that year. Just where 
Mr. Moore researched his material is unknown, and how factual the information is can 
only be speculated. But, if we accept the historical information as fact, this fascinating 
story takes us on a historic journey through the earliest years in “the valley” and provides 
the perfect introduction for the remainder of this book.

~  Preface  ~

 DEERFOOT, a young Indian of the tribe of Mississauga, had the wanderlust. He repeatedly 
went beyond the hunting ground of his fathers. The other members of the tribe contented them-
selves with fishing in the waters of what we now call Lake Scugog, and hunting around it’s shores, 
“Deerfoot,” so named because of his speed in running, entered the forests beyond and repeatedly 
returned with exclamations and gestures to the effect that to the north-west - not so very far - was 
the place to set the traps and the place to have a wigwam under lofty pines. Securing more game 
on these trips than his tribesmen at home could get in many moons, 
caused a tribal journey to the favoured spot told of by Deerfoot.
 Kadawapi, the chief of the tribe, accompanied by Deerfoot,  
letting the others bring up the rear, in a few hours.
 Deerfoot and Kadawapi stopped and prepared to make a 
new tribal camp under immense pine trees. A bear crunched its way 
through the brush and wind-blown branches; a wild-cat perched on 
a lofty pine, gave a baby-cry for its mate; large and small animals 
seemed temporarily frightened at the camp preparations and the 
Indian talk of “ne” - “ne,” which told of satisfaction. Deerfoot 
showed Kadawapi the creeks of cold water, out of which  
speckled trout jumped for flying food. Kadawapi, the chief, 
was shown the mink and other animal tracks discovered  
by Deerfoot. 
 On the arrival of the rest of the tribe, Kadawapi, 
being chief, told his followers, that in and around these 
little waters was better fishing - better hunting than by 
the big water they had left and that all should make new 
camp - home. A camp fire was built and a dance put on to 
celebrate Deerfoot’s discovery. 
 Being lighted on a hill, the flickering tongues of fire 
shot into the pines. Away to the south a wandering band 



UXBRIDGE - The First 100 Years

�

of the Cayuga tribe of Indians and to the north, the Chippewa tribe, both saw the fire. Each 
tribe, unknown to the other decided to investigate and plentifully supplied with war mate-
rial, arrived within close sight of the blazing fire. 
 An owl up in the branches, cocked his head to one side and viewed the dance ordered 
by Kadawapi. On another hill a second owl rolled his head and saw the dusky tribe of the 
Cayugas. On still another hill a third owl watched the war preparations of the Chippewa 
tribe.
 When the fire-glow had died down and the stars alone shone through the pines, 
Kadawapi and his followers lay down to sleep. In the early morning, the Cayugas from the 
south and the Chippewas from the north, saw before them in the basin below the hills, the 
numerous creeks and their fish and fur possibilities - a virgin hunting ground - and decided 
to secure it for themselves. 
 When Kadawapi became aware of an impending attack, he realized he was at a dis-
advantage, as most of his war material was still at the other camp but the prize hunting 
ground must not be lost and all the strategy stored in his mind was applied. 
 Such a battle as ensued among the three tribes for possession of the “hollow” sur-
rounded by hill, had never been recorded in Indian warfare. From one vantage point to an-
other the skirmishing took place, and the final stand being on a hill to the south of the hol-
low - from which over one hundred and fifty years afterwards, Mr. Abdon Shell and others 
whom we know, picked up arrow heads and tomahawks, the only remaining evidence of 
the battle which took place for the possession of the hunting ground - the hills and hollows, 
which were destined to become at a later date, a thriving town and prosperous district.
 The Cayugas returned to the south and told the white storekeeper on the shore of Lake 
Iroquois, now Lake Ontario. In due time the news of the battle got over to the States. A few 
venturesome white men in Pennsylvania decided to see for themselves. After several weeks 
travelling, gifts of beads and some money to a couple of Indians, they were guided to the 
place of “hills around the hollow.” After promises of more beads and some fire-water, the 
Indians consented to guide them back out of the pine forest. 

Illustration by C.W. Jeffrey, shows a band of Indians during a war dance.
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 Arriving in Pennsylvania again, the explorers told their friends about the “hills surround-
ing a hollow” - like a great ampitheatre. The lure of new homes across Lake Ontario fastened 
itself on the imaginative minds of some in Pennsylvania who wanted to leave the States and 
live in Canada under British rule. They and others decided to hew out a new home for them-
selves at the “hollow surrounded by hills” and acted on the thought. 
 After much hard travelling through miles upon miles of woods, over creeks, rivers, hills 
and swamps, infested with bears, wolves and wild cats, the fearless homeseekers, i.e. Joseph 
Collins, James Hughes, Amos Hilbourn, Stephen Hilbourn, Elijah Collins, Thomas Hilbourn, 
Jonathan Gould, William Gould, Ezekiel James, Ezekiel Roberts, Robert Wilson, Samuel 
Haines, George Webb and Charles Chapman, and the accompanying families from Pennsylva-
nia, their worldly belongings in covered wagons and fine brains in their heads, these seekers 
for liberty arrived at “the hills surrounding the hollow” and were confronted with the great 
task of cutting down the towering pines before they could ever hope to do anything about till-
ing the land.

Illustration by C.W. Jeffrey, shows settlers arriving in Canada to set up homesteads.



UXBRIDGE - The First 100 Years

10

How Uxbridge got its name

 How Uxbridge ended up with it’s name, is steeped in both historic fact and folklore. Of course 
the most ‘romantic’ of the versions is the following explanation which attempts to explain how the 
village may have been named due to an incident early in its history.
 “One day a teamster, a new arrival in the village, was taking a load of household effects and 
his family in a covered wagon, down what is now Brock Street.
 His oxen had been over and around many obstacles during their long trek, but arriving in the 
middle of the village, another was encountered. 
 When the driver got to the creek, he found he couldn’t get his load through, so he put his yoke 
of oxen side by side in the creek, then placed some timbers across their broad backs. He then ar-
ranged for another yoke of oxen to pull the load over on the backs of the other oxen in the creek. 
 The improvised bridge answered the purpose. 
 Everyone in the then little village talked about the “ox” bridge, until people spoke of the vil-
lage as “Oxbridge.” This name caught the public fancy and through poor pronunciation became 
“Uxbridge,” and that name was given to the village when incorporated.” 
 Of course this story is simply folklore or a fabrication.

 Another story suggests the town was named by Joseph Gould, but this is also inaccurate. 1t 
wasn’t until 1807 that the Gould family settled in the area and Joseph was not born until the follow-
ing year. Further evidence that the Gould theory was untrue is revealed in the diary of surveyor 
Major Samuel Wilmot, who noted in 1804 that he had set out to survey an area which was already 
being referred to as Uxbridge.

 The most logical explanation for the name Uxbridge is that it came from the town of Uxbridge, 
located in Middlesex, England. The town was named after a Saxon tribe called the Wixan. It was 
also called Wxebruge or Woxbridge. Another area of the same name is located just west of London, 
England. This Uxbridge area was originally known as Waucantuck or Waucantaug from the Indian 
word Waentug meaning “place near the waters”, which may give some credence to the naming of 
the township due to the number of rivers and ponds.
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 The Township of Uxbridge was first surveyed during the winter of 1804 and 1805, by Major 
Samuel S. Wilmot, one of Upper Canada’s most notable and respected surveyors during this period 
of history. Less than a year after completing the survey, Elijah Collins moved in from Pennsylvania 
and settled on Lot No. 21 of the 5th Concession. He became the area’s first white settler and in the 
fall of 1805, he began to clear the land for a farm at which he lived for 25 years, before moving to 
Whitchurch.
 The next pioneer to settle in the area was William Gould, who also came from Pennsylvania 
during the winter of 1805. He was an uncle of Joseph Gould, the man who would later become one 
of Uxbridge’s most influential entrepreneurs.
 William Gould cleared the land to farm and resided there about 15 years, at which time he 
sold it to Mr. Webster, and moved to Whitchurch, where he died at an old 
age.
 The third settler in the township was old Thomas Hilbourn. He 
came from Pennsylvania in 1803 and settled on Lot 35 of the 6th Conces-
sion. Mr. Hilbourn was a man very much respected by his neighbours, 
and was in fact looked up to by all as the patriarch of the township. He 
was upwards of 60 years of age when he arrived from Pennsylvania, and 
lived here until his death at 95 years of age. His death was  universally 
regretted by all who knew him. 
 Early in July 1807, Jonathan Gould, father of Joseph Gould, came 
from Pennsylvania and settled on Lot 32, on the 6th conc., where he 
cleared the land of trees and stumps for his farm. 
 About the same time, Ezekiel James, father of Joseph Gould’s wife, 
arrived from Pennsylvania and settled on Lot 32 in the 5th conc. He com-
menced to clear the land the following spring. Mr. James had a passion 
for fine horses, which proved unfortunate for him in many instances, one 
resulting in the murder of his oldest son, Isaac. He was married to Miss 
Lundy of Whitchurch.

Chapter One

Early Development
of Uxbridge

 The early years in the development of Uxbridge have been chronicled adequately 
in a number of publications, most recently Allan McGillivray’s book “Tales From the 
Uxbridge Valley”, and of course earlier in W.H.Higgins noteable book “the Life and 
Times of Joseph Gould.”
 In producing this book “Uxbridge: The First 100 Years”, we have not dealt exten-
sively with the earliest years of development, but in order to provide an overall under-
standing of the progress of the area, have provided information garnered through the 
pages of the local newspapers.
 Chapter One deals mainly with the rise and progress of the community, as report-
ed in a series of news articles written in 1870 by Francis Keller, editor of the Uxbridge 
Journal. While less detailed than published stories in The Life and Times of Joseph 
Gould, and Tales From The Uxbridge Valley, the articles do present an overall view of 
the early developing years in Uxbridge.

SAMUEL WILMOT
Surveyed Uxbridge

Township in 1804-1805
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A section of the 1855 Joseph Gould survey map of Uxbridge.
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 About the year 1807 the first plans were made towards formation of the Village of Uxbridge, 
by a Dr. Christopher Beswick.
 Dr. Beswick, was a most eccentric old Englishman. He was the son of an extensive merchant 
in London, who seeing no prospect of placing his son in his own business, sent him off to Philadel-
phia with sufficient funds to stock a wholesale house, but due to poor management he lost every-
thing.
 Mr. Beswick then entered the study of medicine in New Jersey, 
which after graduation he followed for many years. After moving 
to Canada, he settled in the Uxbridge area, where he commenced a 
saw-mill very nearly on the site of the present tannery of Messrs Par-
rish & Patterson. (west of Bascom St. along the creek).
 Dr. C. Beswick, did not get along well owing to his shrewd hab-
its, and his men went on strike when he had just about completed 
the frame-work of the mill. Disgusted, he sold out to Joseph Collins.
 Mr. Collins finished the mill in 1808 and immediately began op-
erations. About a year later, the ambitious Collins started construc-
tion on a grist mill, but owing to pecuniary difficulties was unable 
to complete it, and was forced into an arrangement with Stephen 
Hilbourn to assist him in the labor department. The agreement was 
that Mr. Hilbourn would await payment until such time as the mill 
was up and running before being repaid.
 At this time, Collin’s mill was the only grist mill within a circuit 
of 20 miles. 
 By this time, the township was home to about twenty settlers 
and their families, and it was rapidly increasing, mainly by immigration from Pennsylvania. Others 
arrived when the American War of 1812 broke out. 
 Most of the newcomers were not naturalized subjects, and as many of them were Quakers, 
they refused to bear arms against the American government, so the majority returned to the United 
States and settled in the neighbourhood of Buffalo.

 In 1815, Joseph Collins was accidentally killed in his sawmill, by being caught between the 
saw gate and the beam below the fender beam, while knocking away ice on the pitman. He died 
intestate, leaving a young widow and three children, the oldest being a daughter, and the two 
younger ones, sons.
 The primogeniture laws then being in force in Canada, were the same as in Great Britain, and 
ordered the real estate holdings descend to the oldest son. Young John Collins was the elder of the 
two boys, being at that time not more than three-years old, so the property could not be disposed 
of until he became of age.
 Over the next 15 years, the property was rented to one or another, but did not have the luck to 
find tenants who made any improvements on it.
 First to rent the saw mill was Abraham Mericle, who occupied it about three years; next, 
Stephen Hilbourn took the concern on shares, and put up a new water wheel and made other im-
provements, so that it was at this time in good order to do the work for all around.
 Mr. Widdifield was the next to rent the property and occupied it for about two years. After 
that, Amos Hilbourn had it for about nine years, during which time the property fell into a state of 
dilapidation. It was managed for the next two years  by parties under Mr. Bogart, the guardian, and 
about 1834 it was sold with the consent of the heir, John Collins, who was still a minor, to Rufus 
Bardwell, an American, for the sum of $1,200. Mr. Bardwell made some improvements and about 
six months afterward he sold the property to Abraham Anderson.
 About the year 1826, John Plank moved into the neighbourhood and he was the oldest resi-
dent within the village limits. At this time he village itself consisted of a saw mill and a grist mill, 
one log house and a frame barn. Mr. Plank immediately built a frame house and opened a tavern 
on the front part of the lot now occupied by his present residence, and this was the principal hotel 
between Duffin’s Creek and Beaverton.

Collins
SaWillia-
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 There was no outlet in those days to Whitby and in consequence of this the principle part of 
the settlers for the townships of Brock and Uxbridge came through Newmarket. 
In 1827 John Lyons, an Englishman, came from Markham and opened a blacksmith’s shop nearly 
on the site of our reeve, George Wheler’s house. (about 65 Brock St., north side)
 The next stride towards the making up of the village was the building of a store by Carlton 
Lynde of Whitby in 1829, and was built on the site of Mr. Plank’s present residence. He was a 
sharp, shrewd, clever man of business and one calculated to do well. His credit was excellent, but 
he did not stay here long, and in 1833 sold out to Rufus Bardwell.

     A Cooper’s Shop was also built in 1827 by Thomas 
Arnold, an American, nearly opposite Mr. John Bolster’s 
residence.
     About 1828, John Plank commenced building a saw-mill 
on the present site of Mr. Gould’s saw mill (near the pond 
dam) and woolen factory. He had it running for three or four 
years, during which time he ran into continual problems. 
The dam broke away three times during this period, owing 
to which he became quite discouraged. In 1832 he sold it to 
Joseph Gould for $400, who proceeded to repair the dam 
and mill and had just started work when the dam broke 
away again, forcing the mill to remain idle until the follow-
ing spring.
     Mr. Gould again repaired the dam and improved the 
mill, operating it successfully through the summer months, 
but in the fall it went worse than ever. He became thor-
oughly disheartened by the endless problems and decided 
to dispose of the property.
     He succeeded in trading the mill to A. Bagshaw for a 200 
acre farm in the 6th conc. of Scott Township Mr. Bagshaw 
proceeded to reconstruct the dam under the contract of a 
Thomas Shaw of Reach Township. In putting it in repair, 
Mr. Shaw spent considerable time and money, however, on 
the first letting in of the water, it broke and the water ran off 
again.
     Mr. Bagshaw now lost all heart in the mill, so much so 

that he went away and left it standing vacant. He wrote a letter to Joseph Gould, requesting to be 
released from his agreement, and to be allowed to take back his 200 acre farm. At first Mr. Gould 
refused to release him from his obligations, but ultimately, finding he had no other way of saving 
the money he had expended, he exchanged engagements with Mr. Bagshaw and took back the mill, 
which he proceeded to put in thorough repair.
 It was about 1835 that Abraham Anderson purchased the right of the old mill property, 
consisting of the east half of Lot 30 in the 6th conc. (site of the first grist and saw mill), from Rufus 
Bardwell. Here he built a new saw mill and made repairs to the exist-
ing grist mill.
 About the same time Joseph Bascom settled in Uxbridge, and 
built a tannery on the site of the present one (east side of Bascom St.) of 
Messrs Parrish and Patterson. He also built the small log house on the 
north side of Brock St., behind Michael O’Neil’s home and blacksmith 
shop.
 Robert Taylor married a daughter of John Plank, and purchased 
an acre of land from the heirs of Joseph Collins. It included the site 
of Armstrong’s Hotel, and he erected a general store, including dry 
goods, hardware, groceries, etc., which was the only store in the place 
at this time.   
 Mr. Taylor, unfortunately was not successful and failed after 
being in business for a short time. The failure of his general merchan-
dise store left the town without this need for some time.

Plank’s
SaWilliamill

Bascom
Tannery



The First 100 Years - UXBRIDGE

1�

 The need for a general store was apparent to all visitors to the 
village, and it particularly caught the attention of William Doyle of 
Stouffville. Mr. Doyle quickly arrived and put up a large, two-storey 
house on the site of A.T. Button and Co.’s store. (between Bascom and 
Main St.)  He intended to combine his shop and dwelling house, but 
never completed it, due to disturbances on the political horizon, and 
the approach of the Canadian Rebellion.
     He left the house in its unfinished state, and made tracks for the 
United States during the rebellion, settling in Youngstown, N.Y., 
where he eventually became a very prosperous and wealthy mer-
chant.
 During this period, several small houses were built and Mr. An-
derson commenced building a hotel, (southwest corner Brock & Toronto 
St.) but only proceeded with it as far as the framework., It remained 
in this uncompleted state for many years without being closed in. 
     About this same time, Joseph Marslen put up a Blacksmith’s Shop 
and a small house, which he eventually turned into a tavern, on the 
site of Joseph Finch’s present hotel. (corner Victoria & Brock St.)
    The business sector of Uxbridge, from 1834 for some years consisted of: two saw mills, one small 
grist mill, a blacksmith’s shop, a tannery, a shoe shop kept by Mr. Bascom, two taverns, and during 
part of the time a general store.
  
 The political situation of Canada at this time was very unfortunate, so much so that Sir Francis 
B. Head, the Governor, compared it to that of a girdled tree and Uxbridge was no exception in its 
general state of depression, as compared to other places.
 The breaking out of the Canadian Rebellion in 1837 put a finishing blow on the village’s prog-
ress for many years, and thus the large house in course of construction by Mr. Doyle, as well as the 
hotel of Mr. Anderson were left unfinished for several years.
 Some of the leading men of Uxbridge were implicated in the rebellion, as they were taking an 
active part in the strife. Joseph Gould was incarcerated in Fort Henry for a period of  nine months, 
and John Plank, and one of his sons, were also held as political prisoners on one or two occasions.
 After the rebellion settled down, the village returned to normal and began to rebuild, but not 
much was accomplished until 1843.

Anderson’s Hotel
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THE JOHN PLANK MAP OF 1856
Map of the Village of Uxbridge shows the mill pond, later to become known as Wheler’s Pond.

      Mr. Gould returned and commenced his 
woolen factory and Mr. Plank erected his 
beautiful brick hotel at the corner of Brock 
and Toronto St.
      About the same time, John Smith 
opened a small grocery store, the only one 
of its kind in the village, which he later 
turned into a full line general store. For 
some time, he carried most of the goods he 
sold in his store, on his back from Boyer’s 
store, in Stouffville.
      It was about 1840 the first schoolhouse 
was erected on the site of the present 
common school. (southwest corner Brock & 
Victoria St.)  The land for this purpose was 
presented by Mr. Anderson. Mr. James Tay-
lor from Brock Township was the school’s 

first teacher, and George Ballard was next, teaching at the school until 1848.
 The first place of worship to be erected in the neighborhood of this village, was the Quaker 
Meeting House in 1809. This was the only place specially built for a place of divine worship any-
where in the district for more than 25 years. 
 About 1840, dissension among the Quakers caused a division amongst the congregation, and 
the dissenters moved north, where they built themselves a new place of worship on the corner of 
William Ferguson’s farm, on the 6th conc.
 The next meeting house built was the Old Kirk Presbyterian, a frame structure on the 6th 
conc., on the same spot where the large brick church now stands.

The location of Finch’s Hotel

B   R   O   C   K            S   T    R    E    E    T
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 In 1842, William Hamilton bought out Mr. 
Anderson’s interest in his village property and 
completed the hotel which had been left uncom-
pleted since 1834. This property comprised the site 
of nearly the entire village on the east  side of the 
creek, and part of that on the west side.
 Mr. Hamilton built and opened a store, and 
made some improvements to the grist mill. He 
carried on business for some time, after which he 
rented his mills, sold out his stock of goods and 
employed his time improving his farms. For about 
20 years, little was built on this property, as prog-
ress was very slow in the village.
 Mr. Gould completed his woolen mills just 
west of the saw mill in 1843, rebuilt the saw mill at 
the east end of the pond dam  in 1844 and in 1845 
began construction of a grist mill further west on 
Mill St. He finished construction and commenced operations a year later.
 In 1844, John Bolster moved into the village and built a store on the site of his present one on 
Main St. and in the fall of the same year, John Plank moved into his new brick hotel.
 About 1847, Dr. John Nation arrived from Markham and commenced to practice medicine. It 

was he who built the house occupied by Joseph E. Gould.
          In 1845 Jessie Gould built a saw mill on Charles 
Gould’s present  property (northwest of railway crossing on 
Main St. north). In 1847 and 1848, Messrs Joseph Thomas 
and Robert Johnson came to the village from Richmond 
Hill and built the store (northeast corner Brock & Main St.) 
now occupied by Harman Crosby. Soon after their arrival 
and for some years there was quite a considerable grain 
market in Uxbridge, as the Johnsons bought extensively 
for the millers and others on the front. There were also a 
good many out of town buyers coming to buy grain in the 
village.
       Mr. Plank is said to have witnessed one occasion, over 
70 loads of grain standing on the street, as well as the ho-
tel stables being full of teams. But the success of the grain 

market left Uxbridge during the early 1850s, as Manchester took 
over as the grain centre, it being much less expensive to ship from 
that location.
       With the exceptions of above, from the completion of Mr. 
Gould’s grist mill not much progress was made until 1854, when 
Uxbridge village seemed to take on a new start. A few dwelling 
houses were put up at this time, but none of particular signifi-
cance.
      The business places during this period were: two grist mills, 
three saw mills, four stores, one tannery, two blacksmith’s shops, 
two shoe shops, three hotels and one tailoring establishment.
 In 1854 construction on the English Episcopal Church was 
commenced, (present Anglican Church location on Toronto St. south) 
but was not completed and ready for service for some time after-
wards. The tall spire was added onto the church a number of years 
later. 
 Joseph Gould was elected member of the Ontario County 
council in 1854, and became the first Warden of the County of 
Ontario.
 During this year Mr. Gould purchased, from William Hamil-

Gould’s Grist Mill

First Uxbridge Schoolhouse

JOHN P. PLANK
Opens Plank’s Hotel in 1844
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ton, all his village property, but owing to litigation and a year long lawsuit over the terms of pay-
ment, he did not take possession until 1855.
 As there was only a small market in Uxbridge for products, and owing to the difficulty of 
transporting products to other markets, a great cry was raised for a railway line from Whitby via 
Uxbridge and Beaverton to Georgian Bay. A public meeting was held to forward the cause of a 
railway line in 1854.
 Mr. Gould entered into this issue with his full energy, and a by-law was submitted to the 
Ontario County Council requesting a sum of $400,000, which he said could be obtained from the 
Municipal Loan Fund. Unfortunately after public opinion was tested by a poll, the request was 
rejected, and consequently this railway project died.
 In 1852, William Hamilton commenced to build a store, which is now occupied by Mr. Faw-
cett, but he did not complete it. However, he did occupy part of the building as store and dwell-
ing house. Mr. Gould purchased and completed the building, and in 1856, then sold it to William 
Smith, who operated a large general store, along with the post office. 

 The first post office was opened in Uxbridge during 1835-36, (Toronto St. north, beside Bank of 
Commerce) and the mail communication consisted of a weekly delivery from Duffin’s Creek via Ux-
bridge to Mariposa. Joseph Bascom was the first postmaster, and held the position until 1852, when 
William Smith took over the job.
 The once weekly delivery was the only mail service in the village until the completion of the 
Northern Railway in 1855, when a tri-weekly mail was established from Newmarket through Ux-
bridge to Prince Albert. 
 Mr. Gould, being connected with the operation of the mail delivery, ran into serious prob-

The English Episcopal Church was built on Toronto St. in 1854
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lems with his parliamentary career, as an attempt was made to prove him a contractor within the 
meaning of the act. The act prohibited government contractors from sitting in the house. Following 
a lengthy investigation, it was determined that his case did not come within the act, and he was 
therefore able to retain his seat in parliament.
 Tri-weekly mail from Newmarket continued until the opening of the Grand Trunk Railway 
in the fall of 1857, when a second tri-weekly mail route was established between Uxbridge and 
Whitby. In 1858 this delivery was increased to daily mail service.

 In 1855, Mr. A.D. Weeks became an inhabitant of 
Uxbridge and opened a small drugstore.
 During the same year, Joseph Gould proceeded 
to have the village west of the creek surveyed, and in 
1856 a plan was lithographed, dividing the land into 
village lots. On the 1st of July of that year, Mr. Gould 
began to offer the new lots for sale, many of which 
were purchased.
 Mr. Gould sold the site of the mill property in 
1856, see auction poster opposite page, (near dam at 
pond) to Mr. E. Wheler of Stouffville who built a new 
saw mill, followed by a grist mill the next year. In 1860 
Mr. Wheler added to his property by building a store 
house.
 Mr. J. McQuire, a cabinet maker settled in the vil-
lage in 1857 and rented a house from Mr. Plank, (Bas-
com St., near site of firehall) and about 1859 he purchased 
the plot of ground from Mr. Gould and commenced to 
build his factory and furniture shops.

 By 1855, Uxbridge had changed dramatically, and 
the following description of the village, (written by 
Journal editor Francis Keller in 1870) provides a glimpse 
of how it might have appeared to a visitor travelling to 
the village at that time. 
 “Arriving by way of the Whitby Road (Reach St.), a traveller would pass along a rough, nar-
row road through dense forest, giving the impression of being miles away from human habitation. 
Only after turning the corner at Mr. Gould’s saw mill, (the corner of Mill and Main St.), would the 

enterprising little village burst into his view.
       Commencing north along Main St., he would notice the 
little slab shanty where Richard Bell and his wife lived. Mr. 
Bell would be industriously working the saw mill, which he 
leased from Mr. Gould, and prudently putting his earnings 
out to grow, he was already looked upon as being on the 
high road to wealth.
       Next we come to the wagon and blacksmith shop of Da-
vid Walks, and to the east was the farm house of J.P. Plank, 
who had just retired from the tavern, and was engaged in 
the more laborious duties of the farm. On the opposite side 
of the street was the residence and store of William Bolster. 
       Next we pass the residences of Benjamin Jones and 
Thomas Bolster, and arrive at the turning shop of Anson 
Hemphill, who, with considerable clatter and of whipping 
horsepower, was turning out bedsteads for wholesale mar-
ket.
       The land on the west side of Main St., almost to Brock 
St., was then termed the log-yard, although the largest num-
ber of logs in it at one time would scarcely keep the present 

Bartholomew Plank’s Inn at the corner
of Brock and Main St.
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mill sawing for two weeks.
 At the foot of the log-yard, 
was the shoe shop and residence 
of John Bascom, who, with his 
large staff of workmen and 
without fear of competition from 
the ready mades, gave first rate 
work at good round prices.
 Standing on the little hill by 
the shoe shop, looking west we 
would gaze with rapture upon 
the pond with its clear deep 
waters, which afforded a famous 
place for bathing or boating in 
summer; and in winter a place 
to skate with careless freedom. 
Today (1870) it looks like an 
overgrown tar pit. It’s treacher-
ous bogs of sawdust bubble-up 
with noisy gases, which poison 
the air in summer and rot the ice 
in winter.
 After his long trip, the traveller would naturally be expected to be somewhat thirsty, and so he 
might pass along to the comfortable Inn of Mr. Bartholomew Plank, (west side Main St., near Brock 
St.)  whose roaring fireplace and grated bar was the favourite winter evening resort for the rough 
spirits. Mrs. Plank’s sauerkraut and sausages, also helped to make up the wide-spread popularity 
of the house.
 On the corner opposite Mr. Planks Inn, were the stores of Thomas Bolster and the Johnston 
brothers. Boarding with the Johnston family we find Dr. John Nation, whose advent in Uxbridge 
has been previously noticed. He was at this time the only physician for miles around, and in his 
early day established himself thoroughly in the public confidence. 
 Reaching the boundary of the village, we turn west on Brock St. towards the old bridge, which 
spans the river running through the middle of the village. From its time-worn timbers, we pause 
awhile to notice the view on both sides of the bridge.
 Looking north, unbroken swamp stretching for miles; and to the south, a cluster of old saw 
and grist mills, bending under the weight of years. Even though their rotting timbers and tilted ap-
pearance gave warning that the days of patient toil were nearly ended, their busy wheels were still 
supplying the wants of the thrifty farmers around.
 Between the old mills and the bridge stood the distillery, which to the credit of the settlement, 
was never a successful institution here.
 On the opposite side of the stream stood the tannery of Joseph Bascom, and crowning the 
steep hill across the bridge, stood the blacksmith shop and residence of Michael O’Neil.
 The tavern, opposite Michael O’Neill’s, on the south side of Brock St., was then kept by 
George Metcalf, whose genial manner and orderly house gained him the respect of the citizens, and 
mitigated to a considerable extent the evils generally flowing from such institutions.
 Passing the store of Mr. Ross, the lessee of the mills and distillery, and Mr. Etwell’s wagon 
shop, the weary traveller if not a teetotaler, might seek the quiet shade of the Unity Hotel, (northeast 
corner of Brock & Spruce St.) where our eccentric townsman Joseph Finch had already established his 
fame for mysterious cordials and strong potions that were quite beyond the skill of his rivals in the 
tavern line.
 Travelling along to the west, the first place of business he comes to is the little low square 
building of formerly occupied by B. Bryan. Here Mr. Bryan had opened a branch of his Whitby 
business, and with stoves and tinware, sought to entice the country people from the patronage of 
the peddlers who until this time had enjoyed a monopoly of that trade.
 Here also Mr. A.D. Weeks had opened a little drug store, which, though it then might have 
answered the description of “Shakespeare’s Apothecary.”  After passing through many vicissitudes 

Micheal O’Neill’s blacksmith shop on Brock St.
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and through many hands, the prosperous business fell again into the hands of its original founder.
 Next to the Apothecary shop was the harness establishment of Robert Thompson, who was 
widely known, not only as a good mechanic, but as a warm friend of education and an eloquent 
advocate of Free Schools.
 Farther on was the store of John Smith & Sons, (south side of Brock St., west of Church St.) which 
did the largest business in the village. The post office was kept by William Smith, who was then 
beginning to attract attention, as  young man of more than ordinary intelligence, and ambition, and 
had just been elected to the township council.
 In the activity and zeal of Mr. Smith’s public duties, he was very aptly described by a writer of 
the period as a bustling little fellow, who seemed continually to have his hands full of business and 
his head full of responsibility. He filled, with credit, the office of reeve for six years and was finally 
elected Warden of Ontario County in 1862.
 The School House, (corner of Brock & Victoria St.)  
on the site of the present one, but only one-third of its 
capacity, was then under the management of J.W.C. 
Brown, and was very deservedly, a flourishing and 
popular institution.
 Reaching the limits of the village to the west, we 
turn southward along the Stouffville Rd. (Toronto St.) 
First we pass the English Church, then unfinished, and 
which now, though neither ancient nor imposing de-
serves to be honoured as the pioneer among the village 
churches.
     Clustering around the lofty grist mill, (Mill St. 
west) which then looked loftier than now, we had the 
little tavern kept by Peter Thompson (northeast corner 
Mill and Toronto St.), and three or four houses, still stand-
ing, but almost lost amid the modern erections.
      From the grist mill, turning to the east along Mill 
St., were a few scattered houses of Gouldville, promi-
nent among which was the rambling old red house of 
Joseph Gould, the member of parliament for North 
Ontario.
      Next the house of Joseph Gould was the resi-
dence and cabinet factory of his youngest brother, John 
L. Gould, Clerk of the Division Court, whose genial 
manner and enterprising spirit, won him the esteem of 
all classes and who though long absent is still kindly 
remembered.
      Passing along to our point of starting, near Mill 
and Main St., is the carding factory leased by William Wilson, (see map above) whose rigid economy 
and thrifty management, rivaled his neighbor of the saw mill.
      Having gone around the square, we have only to add in conclusion, that from this time, the 
tide of prosperity set in upon our village with a steady and increasing flow, and with the advent 
of new men of industry and enterprise, and by carefully avoiding the extremes of speculation and 
expansion, the passing years have brought to us a gradual but steady advancement in wealth and 
population.
      And with the natural advantages of Uxbridge - men of capital, and the coming railroad - it 
would not be a wild prediction to say, that the village fathers may yet live to see the further history 
of Uxbridge printed in the columns of its own daily paper and read with interest by its ten thou-
sand inhabitants.

(Report by Francis Keller, editor of the Uxbridge Journal - 1870)
Edited to help readers of today understand the  

approximate locations of buildings.

William Wiilson’s
Carding Mill
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The Newspapers
Preservers of Uxbridge History

 Beginning to research the history of the press in Uxbridge presented a monumental 
chore, but it was made somewhat easier after learning that William H. Cooper, wrote a con-
densed history of the Uxbridge newspapers in October 1972. His work was published as an 
introduction on microfilm of the Uxbridge newspapers dating from 1862 forward.
 Mr. Cooper’s brief overview provided some basic information which helped enor-
mously when I began to elaborate on the growth of the press in this community. So it was in 
the summer of 2000, I began the pain-staking job of researching through every microfilmed 
copy of the Uxbridge newspapers in an attempt to fill in the blanks and questions. It was a 
slow process, but after almost two years of documenting details about the newspapers and 
publishers, a more accurate picture had been painted about this important industry in the 
village.      
 Researching the newspapers revealed there were upwards of 25 people who owned, or 
had an interest in the Uxbridge newspapers over the 145 years they have published in the 
town. Many of the “owners” had simply invested money into the operations and had little 
or nothing to do with the day-to-day operations, but of those about 16 actually were owners, 
editors or publishers.
  Aside from a few photographs held at the local museum, many of these pioneer pub-
lishers were faceless and the painstaking job finding these ghost-like characters was monu-
mental. Tracing down families who had moved away from the community was difficult, but 
like images from the past, pictures of the pioneer publishers like Brown, Mundy, Graham 
and Pemberton began to surface. James B. Graham was found in Melita, Manitoba; William 
Pemberton in Delhi, Ontario; Francis Keller in Whitby, Ontario; and Arthur J. de Carle in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.
 A project like this can not be accomplished without a tremendous amount of help, and 
one of the most important sources was Uxbridge-Scott Museum curator Alan McGillivary, 
who often provided information which led to long, lost relatives. 
 Following is the story of the evolution of print media in Uxbridge.

    History of the newspapers was researched 
    and written by J. Peter Hvidsten with files 
    from William H. Cooper.

Chapter Two
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THE PACKET
 The first newspaper to be published in the northern reaches of the 
County of Ontario was started by William Hillman in the village of Bea-
verton in 1855. After a couple of unsuccessful years in that community, 
Mr. Hillman moved the paper to Uxbridge. He hired Caldwell Brown as 
editor and began publishing The Packet sometime during 1857.
 The newspaper profession was not unfamiliar to Mr. Brown, hav-
ing unsuccessfully tried a number of times to set up a newspaper in 
Uxbridge before the arrival of The Packet, but it wasn’t until The Packet 
arrived that Uxbridge could claim to have its very own publication.
 Very little information was available about the newspaper while 
it was in Uxbridge, and no copies have every been located. It would 
appear as if the village’s first newspaper, like start-up newspapers in 
many other small northern communities at this time, were unable to at-
tract enough business to keep them operating for long.

NORTH ONTARIO ADVOCATE
 The next paper to make its debut in Uxbridge was the North Ontario 
Advocate, which began publishing on November 28, 1861.  It’s owner 
and editor was Edward J. Mundy, a staunch Tory supporter and he used 
the paper to further the cause of his chosen party. Mr. Mundy operated 
in collaboration with a Mr. Williams for about five years before tiring of 
the village and moving on to Port Perry, where he started the Port Perry 
Standard on  August 16, 1866. 
 The North Ontario Advocate is believed to have ceased publishing in 
the mid-1860s, possibly shutting down when Mr. Mundy moved out of 
Uxbridge to start the newspaper in Port Perry.
 Very few issues of The North Ontario Advocate have been located, 
but those which have are now archived and preserved on microfilm at 
the Archives of Ontario, and also at the Uxbridge-Scott Historical Mu-
seum Archives.

 THE UXBRIDGE JOURNAL
     It appears as if Uxbridge was without a newspaper for about two 
years before another publication appeared in the village. Messrs James 
Lund and James B. Graham were the next to try their luck at publishing, 
launching the Uxbridge Journal, a Reform (Liberal) newspaper,  on June 9, 
1869. 
     The Uxbridge Journal, like most small town newspapers of the time, 
was to a large extent devoted to local news, but also printed news about 
national issues, and often editorialized on the same.  
     After publishing for less than one year, on April 6, 1870, Mr. Lund and 
Mr. Graham dissolved their partnership and Mr. Lund left the newspa-
per. Robert Jones joined Mr. Graham at the Uxbridge Journal,  and almost 
immediately the new owners began improvements, by acquiring new 
presses and type. But this new partnership was short lived as well and  
James Graham and Robert Jones dissolved their partnership and sold the 
business to Francis E. Keller, of Whitby, effective March 15, 1871. 
     The arrival of Mr. Keller in Uxbridge was an important event for the 

CALDWELL BROWN
Editor of The Packet in 1857

JAMES B. GRAHAM
Launched the Uxbridge
Journal on June 9, 1869

EDWARD MUNDY
Established North Ontario

Advocate in 1861
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newspaper’s customers and readers, as he offered the fledgling news-
paper much needed stability, after two years of uncertainty. Mr. Keller 
was a well respected businessman, having served the County of Ontario 
in many capacities prior to coming to Uxbridge, was postmaster in both 
Oshawa and Whitby.
      Mr. Keller immediately implemented many changes to the paper, 
including moving the publishing date from Wednesday to Thursday. In 
May 1872 he moved The Uxbridge Journal office to a new location on the 
north west corner of Brock and Church St. and less than a year later, in 
April 1873, he purchased a larger printing press and enlarged and im-
proved the overall look of the newspaper.
      With the newspaper growing in both size 
and respect, Mr. Keller next hired an editor 
to assist him. On January 22, 1880, Edwin 
Graham became editor of The Uxbridge Journal  
and the two men operated the firm under the 
name of Keller & Graham until April 19, 1883 
when the partnership was dissolved after Mr. 

Graham became seriously ill. Only a few months later, Edwin Graham 
died in Port Perry at 31 years of age.
 Francis Keller was next joined by his son William H. Keller, and the 
father and son team operated under the name Keller & Son until 1888, 
when due to failing health Francis Keller retired and sold the business to 
his son.
 William Keller was raised and educated in Uxbridge and started 
working at an early age in The Journal office for his father. He was still a 
young man, only 22 years of age, he took over ownership of the newspa-
per and following the death of his father on February 13, 1890, William 
was left to carry on with only his mother and sister as advisers.
 Under his leadership The Uxbridge Journal  became one of the stron-
gest and most respected newspapers in the district. He dedicated his life to the paper until January 
16, 1913, when he sold the newspaper to Thomas Gowans of Thornbury. But three years later (Janu-
ary 6, 1916) Mr. Keller took over ownership of The Uxbridge Journal  again, and continued publish-
ing the popular weekly paper for another five years.
 Mr. W.H. Keller finally retired from the newspaper business in 1921, after disposing of his of-

Photo of the Journal Printing Office, at the corner of Brock and  
Church St., Uxbridge about 1880.

FRANCIS KELLER
Purchased The Journal on

March 15, 1871

WILLIAM H. KELLER
Joins father at The Journal 

as a partner in 1889
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fice to Albert V. Nolan. Mr. Nolan, who had owned the competing North 
Ontario Times a decade earlier, operated The Journal until 1922, at which 
time he sold it to Arthur J. de Carle.
 Mr. de Carle published The Uxbridge Journal  successfully until 1930, 
at which time the 60 year old newspaper was purchased by Harold 
Cave, and amalgamated with the North Ontario Times.
      In his farewell, Mr. de Carle wrote, “with this issue of The Journal, 
serving the people of this vicinity since 1869, it ceases publication. Not 
because we have not enjoyed the support of the people but realizing that 
conditions have changed considerably in recent years and that it would 
be to the advantage of the citizens of Uxbridge and community to amal-
gamate with the North Ontario Times, which will be issued next week 
under the title “The Uxbridge Times-Journal.”
 The last issue of The Uxbridge Journal  rolled off the press at 4:31 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 12, 1930. 

THE UXBRIDGE GUARDIAN
 In January 1874 a second newspaper began to be published in the village. This was the  
Uxbridge Guardian, also Reform (Liberal) in politics, and operated by William Pemberton, a  
relentless critic of many of the leading businessmen and politicians of the village, in particular 
Reeve George Wheler.
 Mr. Pemberton was an ambitious young man, who had worked with Mr. Keller at The Uxbridge 
Journal office as a foreman. It was during this time that Mr. Pemberton unsuccessfully attempted to 
secretly purchase the mortgage on the The Uxbridge Journal , while Francis Keller was seriously ill 
and confined to his bed. But Mr. Wheler refused to sell the mortgage to him, resulting in an ongo-
ing conflict between the two men for many years.
 Mr. Pemberton first began operating The Guardian out of an office above the store of David 
Walks on Brock St., but by August 1877 the newspaper was in trouble. After falling behind on his 
mortgage payments, the entire printing plant and contents of the Uxbridge Guardian was put up 
for sale by the Sheriff of the County of Ontario and was purchased by the local druggist, Mr. A.D. 
Weeks to satisfy his mortgage. 
 Ownership of The Guardian was now in the hands of Mr. Weeks,  but Mr. 
Pemberton was hired to fill the role of editor and he continued his scur-
rilous articles aimed at destroying the character of many worthy citizens. 
In addition to his attacks against townsfolk, Mr. Pemberton also wrote 
abusive articles about his competitors at The Journal.
 Early in 1878 The Guardian moved into new offices next door to the 
fire hall on Brock St. Here the enterprising Mr. Pemberton, established 
in the basement of his newspaper office - public showers and plunge 
baths, with water piped in from the mill flume. About one year later  
The Guardian was enlarged in format to a 32 column newspaper, four 
pages with eight columns per page, and introduced a new masthead  
on the front page.
 Like so many businesses at this time, fire was always one 
of the worst enemies. The first of two fires to disrupt The 
Guardian took place in May 1883 when a large fire destroyed 
much of the town, including The Guardian office. Flames 
quickly spread through the printing office, causing more 
than $3,300 damage to building and contents. Following 
the fire Mr. Pemberton quickly found accommodation on the 
second story of Mr. Henry’s building, opposite the Wheler Block 
where he commenced publishing almost immediately.
 A few months after the first fire, in September 1883, The 
Guardian office was once destroyed as fire swept through the old 

ARTHUR J. DE CARLE
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Finch Hotel, where The Guardian was located on the second floor. This time damage amounted to 
about $3,800., but undaunted, Mr. Pemberton started up again, this time in new office space next to 
the new fire hall.
 In the mid-1880s, William Pemberton’s son, Arthur W. Pemberton joined The Guardian and the 
two men continued to publish the paper until late in 1889 when they sold it to Samuel C. Smith. 
William Pemberton then moved to Delhi, Ontario where he purchased the printing plant of the 
Delhi Reporter and successfully operated it for about 20 years.

NORTH ONTARIO TImEs
  A small article in The Uxbridge Journal on April 7, 1887 informed its readers a third newspaper 
would soon be opening in the village of Uxbridge. William Keller, editor of The Uxbridge Journal, 
wrote in his paper, “just think of a place of 2,000 inhabitants with three newspapers,” obviously 
unhappy with the prospect of more competition.
 The new paper was published under the banner of the North Ontario 
Times. Stockholders in the newspaper included Mr. D. M. Card and Mr. 
John. A. McGillivary, but the daily operations of the newspaper were car-
ried out by an editor for the owners.
 Mr. McGillivary’s company, the Uxbridge Printing & Publishing Co., 
also published the Sunderland Times, but his venture into the publishing 
field lasted only about three years, over which time the paper struggled 
financially and had little success.
 In May 1890, Uxbridge Guardian owner Samuel C. Smith, 61, pur-
chased the North Ontario Times and amalgamated the two newspapers. 
Retaining The North Ontario Times name, Mr. Smith began to print the 

paper with The Guardian’s name printed as 
subtitle under the masthead.
 Mr. Smith is listed as the paper’s pro-
prietor from 1890 to 1895, at which time he 
was joined by Samuel Sharpe. It’s believed 
Mr. Sharpe was merely an investor, and never worked for the newspa-
per. Mr Sharpe later attained prominence in the army and had a distin-
guished career as a soldier in the First World War. He also went on to 
become a Member of Parliament.
 There is some discrepancy in ownership at this point, as an article 
in the December 31, 1896 issue of The Uxbridge Journal announces: “The 
Times is expected to change hands again soon. 
Messrs J.A. Kerr and Gold are the outgoing 
firm and it is reported their successor will be 
Mr. S.C. Smith.“
 In the late 1890s, Messrs Smith and 
Sharpe sold the North Ontario Times to W.J. 
Young who operated for a short time before 
taking Mr. J.H. Chinn in as a partner to oper-
ate the newspaper. Mr. Young left the paper 

shortly after and Mr. Chinn continued on is own for some time.
  After operating the paper for a number of years, Mr. Chinn sold 
the North Ontario Times in 1911 to a young printer by the name of Albert 
V. Nolan. He was a young man of about 22 years of age when he took 
over the paper,  but shortly after purchasing it, he realized it would be 
difficult to operate a successful newspaper with a competing paper, (The 
Uxbridge Journal), already established in the village.
 After a short time in Uxbridge, Mr.  Nolan sold the North Ontario 
Times and moved on to become a partner in Chelsey, Ontario, publishing 
the Chelsey Enterprise.

JOHN A. McGILLIVARY
Stockholder in the North

Ontario Times 1887

JACK H. CHINN
Partner in The Times

SAMUEL SHARPE
Investment partner in The 
Times during the 1890s
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 The next owner of the North Ontario Times was Mr. R. H. Davey, who took over the paper 
about 1912 and published it for about five years. He sold it in 1917 to Harold Cave, who arrived in 
town from Beaverton, where his family operated another newspaper.
 During July 1919, Mr. Cave added a supplement to the North Ontario Times, which carried 
news from the Sunderland area called the Sunderland Mirror. 

UXBRIDGE TImEs-JOURNAL
       In 1920 Mr. Cave purchased the former Bascom House hotel, just 
west of the North Ontario Times building and moved the machinery and 
offices to the much larger premises.
        The energetic and ambitious new owner of the North Ontario Times 
next purchased The Uxbridge Journal from A.J. de Carle on March 20, 1930 
and amalgamated the two newspapers to form the Uxbridge Times-Journal. 
He closed The Uxbridge Journal office at the corner of Brock and Church 
St. and moved The Journal’s equipment to his plant in the former Bascom 
Hotel on Brock St. where he had been publishing the North Ontario Times 
for a number of years. The amalgamation of the papers ended a bitter ri-
valry between The UxbridgeJournal and The Guardian / North OntarioTimes 
which had lasted almost 60 years.
        With the amalgamation of the town’s two newspapers, Mr. Cave 
dropped support for both political parties, and pledged the newspaper 
would support anything which had the best interests of the community 
at heart.
       The inside of Mr. Cave’s building consisted of three areas. Inside the 
front door was a small office from which office staff greeted customers. 

The North Ontario Times office as it looked about 1912, at the time it was owned by A.V. Nolan, who is seen  
standing in the doorway with cap on his head.

HAROLD CAVE
Purchased The Times in 1917
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Behind this, was the larger shop space in which could be found the printing press, paper cutter, folder 
and two hand-fed presses. The third room contained typesetting machines, composition equipment 
and the stone banks used for assembling newspaper pages and commercial printing jobs.
 From the time of its appearance as an amalgamated paper in 1930, the Uxbridge Times-Journal pur-
sued an independent line politically and Mr. Cave successfully operated it until he was 66 years old.
 On January 1, 1953, Per and Leila Hvidsten arrived in Uxbridge from North Bay after purchasing  
The Times-Journal. They owned and operated the communities newspaper for the next 20 years. Mr. 
Hvidsten took on the role of publisher, while Mrs. Hvidsten handled the editorial needs of the paper, 
and both took an avid interest in the community. 
 It wasn’t long after taking over ownership of the “T-J”, as it was often called, the Hvidstens be-
gan to modernize the plant and equipment. The 
newspaper was enlarged and for the first time 
in its history, local photographs and editorials 
began to appear on the pages of the Uxbridge 
Times-Journal.
 Unable to come to suitable purchase price 
with Harold Cave, the owner of the T-J build-
ing, forced the Hvidstens to search for a new 
home for the newspaper. In November 1957 
the printing plant and newspaper was moved 
from its longtime stand on Brock St., to a newly 
constructed building located less than a block 
south at 22 Bascom St.
 The new building provided a large, bright 
office on the first floor, with room to display 
and sell office supplies and typewriters, and 
two small offices. Also on the main floor, acces-
sible through The Times-Journal office was the 

Interior of the Uxbridge Journal Printing Office, circa 1915, at the corner of Brock and Church St., with staff 
 members from left, Oswald Lee, Jean Gowans, Tommy Gowans, Nelson Gerrow and Jack Blackburn.

PER (PETE( AND LEILA HVIDSTEN
Purchased the Uxbridge Times-Journal in January 1953
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Hvidstens new three-bedroom apartment. 
      The heavy printing machinery, casting machines, and metal types 
where placed in the spacious lower level. It was from here, for the next 18 
years, the Uxbridge Times-Journal was published and printed.
      In 1960, the Hvidstens decided they wanted to concentrate their efforts 
on growing and improving the newspaper. After lengthy discussions, they 
split away the commercial printing division of the company, selling it to 
long-time Times-Journal employees Harry Stemp and William Keyzers, 
young printers who had been with the paper since 1955. The arrangement 
provided for the two young men to form their own company, the Uxbridge 
Printing Company, and continue to print the T-J for the Hvidstens until such 
a time as they wanted to sell the paper.
      On July 18, 1974, Mrs. Hvidsten sold the Times-Journal, ending 22 years 
of ownership by the family.
      The new owners of the Times-Journal, split the roles of publisher and 
editor, much like their predecessors. Mr. Keyzers became publisher and 
Mr. Stemp assumed the duties of editor and reporter. 
      The Uxbridge Printing Company moved from Bascom St. and opened a 
new plant in late October, 1975, at 191 Main Street, North. As one of the 
most modern plants in the area, the company had evolved from the use of 
heavy and noisy equipment to produce a newspaper, to a clean and quiet 
environment with its perforated tape fed computerized typesetting system, 
and a printing plant including a three-unit web press.
      In March 1989 the Uxbridge Printing Company, which included the  
Uxbridge Times-Journal newspaper, was sold to Laurentian Publishing 
Group, headed by Michael Atkins. For the first time in the 120 year history 
of the paper, it was no longer owned or operated by a local resident who 
took an active part in the day to day operations of the newspaper.
      From this time forward, the Uxbridge Times-Journal faced an uncertain 
future. Laurentian Publishing Group ran into financial troubles and was 
taken over by its creditor, the Toronto Dominion Bank, ending Laurentian’s 
brief ownership of The Times-Journal.
      Unable to sell the company without losing a large amount of money, 
TD decided to set up a company called Citizen’s Communication Group to 
operate the group of newspapers, including the T-J, until it could be sold 
profitably.  

 The Times-Journal continued to operate from its Uxbridge Printing Company headquarters on Main 
St., North for about two years, before moving to Newmarket. The Times-Journal leased office space 
from which to operate in a small house on Bell St. Ironically it was about two doors south of the for-
mer Uxbridge Journal office which had operated in Uxbridge from 1869 to 1930. This building provided 
office, editorial and a small production department for a number of years, before moving to larger 
quarters on Bascom St. 
 In 1999, Citizen’s Communication Group was sold, including The Times-Journal, to the giant Met-
roland Printing and Publishing Co., owned by Torstar. Since that time the T-J has operated under the 
guidance of Tim Whitaker, publisher of the Oshawa division of Metroland which includes newspapers 
in Oshawa, Whitby, Pickering, Bowmanville, Port Perry and Uxbridge.
 On September 1, 2005, a fledgling independent newspaper called “Cosmos” was launched, 
owned by 40 local residents. The ‘Cosmos’ name was derived from the Township’s official flower and 
its editor/publisher was Conrad Boyce. Cosmos was published on Thursdays and delivered free of 
charge to 8,100 homes throughout Uxbridge Township.

HARRY STEMP

BILL KEYZERS
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Rise and Progress 
of Uxbridge

1862 - 1869
 Despite the fact that local newspapers had been established in Uxbridge as early as 
1855, copies of many of the earliest publications have never been located. The earliest re-
corded history of the community, through it’s newspapers pages, begins in 1862 with copies 
of the North Ontario Advocate.  From the pages of these newspapers, the articles and stories 
begin to paint a picture of the growth of this pioneer community, and records the important 
events which shaped it’s early years.
 In this section, ‘Chapter Three’, we will take a look at the years 1862 - 1869, highlight-
ing the events and personalities of the decade with small news items extracted from the 
available pages of two of the town’s earliest newspapers, the North Ontario Advocate and 
the Uxbridge Journal.

From the North Ontario Advocate 

March 1862
 Edward Mundy of the North Ontario Advocate calls on council to have a sidewalk built over 
the new bridge, meeting the terminus of the one before Mr. Reynold’s Hotel on one side, and that 
before Messrs Bascom & McCullough’s Shoe Shop on the other side.
 April 1862
 Postmaster William Smith announces mail closes at the Uxbridge Post Office every morning at 
8:30 o’clock for Epsom, Utica, Ashburn, Brooklin and Whitby.
 James Harrison and A.V. Buseck dissolved their partnership as Saddlers and Harness Makers 
in the village of Uxbridge.

June 1862
 Mr. Sangster moved for leave to bring in a bill to erect the village of Uxbridge into a Police Vil-
lage at Ontario County Council on Wednesday, June 4, 1862.
 The by-law for erecting Uxbridge into a Police Village received the third reading and finally 
passed at County Council. The area consists of the east half of lots 29, 30, 31 in the 6th concession, 
and the west half of the same lots in the 7th concession.   
 The first election to trustees will take place the second Monday in January next, at the Temper-
ance Hall. Joseph Gould, has been authorized to preside on that occasion.

Chapter Three

1862
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 Ratepayers are to vote on whether a Town Hall is necessary for the services of the township, 
and for the selection of a site on which to erect it.
 July 1862
 The saw mills of Duncan McKercher on the 7th concession of this township, were entirely 
destroyed by fire. He is an enterprising man and his loss has been substantial.
 The Uxbridge Advocate runs a business notice, informing friends and the general public that 
they have removed their establishment two doors west of the former place of business, to nearly 
opposite the foundry.
 Orangemen commemorated the Battle of the Boyne with an early morn assemblage. Several 
lodges from this section met in Uxbridge Village, and proceeded in procession to Epsom and then 
on to the Utica Lodge for a sumptuous dinner.
 Robert Spears is the clerk of the Township of Uxbridge.
 A new line of stages, which afford every comfort to passengers has been started between Man-
chester and Uxbridge by N. Ray.

August 1862
 Dr. Hardy of this place shows ten skulls and other human bones which he in company with 
another, dug up on the farm of Mr. Annand, in the 7th conc. of Scott Township. They are the 
remains of Indians, and it appears by the number of bones in the hole there are not less than one 
thousand bodies buried there.
September 1862
 Mrs. Joseph Gould was seriously injured when she jumped from a runaway buggy with her 
two year old child. Mr. Gould sprang out of the buggy to get hold of the beast by the head, but was 
suddenly dashed to the ground. Mrs. Gould landed on her feet breaking both legs, between the 
ankle and knee joints. Mr. Gould and the child were uninjured.

October 1862
 The County Ploughing Match was held on the farm of Mr. F. Graham, Manchester.
 The Uxbridge and Scott Agricultural Society held their annual Fall Show in the Village of Ux-
bridge. It was in every respect as good as might be anticipated.
 Following are some of the Uxbridge businesses advertising in the North Ontario Advocate in 
October 1862: Barristers -W.H. Tremayne, and N.G. Ham; Hotels - Northern Hotel, The Crown 
Hotel; Andrew Cowan, liquors and groceries; William Smith, drygoods, hardware; Uxbridge 
Tailoring Emporium operated by Gough & McGrath; Thomas Bolster, ready-made clothing; Wil-
liam McPhail, general store; H.D. Hetherington’s Apothecaries Hall; Uxbridge Book Store, James 
F. Willcox; Boots and Shoes, Bascom & McCullough; N.H. Davis, Clothing and Groceries; and the 
North Ontario Advocate, Mundy and Williams.

There are no further Uxbridge newspaper records available until the 
Uxbridge Journal began publishing in 1869.

The Uxbridge Journal

June 1869
 The Uxbridge Journal begins to publish with Lund and Graham as publishers, with their office 
at the corner of Brock and Church Streets.
 About five o’clock Friday, the town was aroused by the fire alarm and flames were seen at the 
west end of St. John’s Hotel, but with assistance it was soon brought under control without much 
damage.
 The surveyors for the Toronto and Nipissing Railway commenced operations this morning at 
Uxbridge.

1869
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July 1869
 The village was visited with one of the most severe storms that the oldest residents of this area 
ever witnessed. Rain fell in torrents, damaging the telegraph office, sweeping down grain and do-
ing a great deal of damage.
 A by-law to alter and make narrower, the street known as Bascom St., Uxbridge, was passed. 
The by-law adds nine feet to the frontage of lots on Bascom St., making the lots sufficient in size to 
erect a moderate building between the street and Wheler’s pond.
 Our enterprising townsman, S. Parrish, has commenced to draw the brick for erection of a 
three story building on the corner of  Brock and Bascom St..

August 1869
 Mr. Wheler, owner of the Uxbridge Mills shut down his mill for a month to install a Turbine 
Water Wheel.
 Surveying on the route of the Toronto & Nipissing Railway is complete and tenders have bee 
received from building the road from Uxbridge to Coboconk.
 There are some four or five cases of typhoid fever in the village at present.
 The young daughter of John Kellington, Uxbridge was burned to death after her dress caught 
fire while her brother was in the act of setting fire to some stumps in a field.

September 1869
 Messrs Wheler, Dickie and Sangster of Uxbridge have been authorized to purchase the right-
of-way for the Toronto and Nipissing Railway Co. through the Townships of Reach and Uxbridge.
 Mr. Wheler’s mill is again in operation, and with the extra addition of power gained by put-
ting in the new turbine water wheel, which is able to do any amount of gristing.

October 1869
 Mr. D. McKenzie opens out his new and extensive hardware business in Uxbridge.
 The first sod of the Toronto & Nipissing Railway was turned by the Hon. J.A. Macdonald, in 
Cannington on Saturday, the 16th instance.
 Telegraph to Joseph. Gould, Uxbridge, says “the contract for building the Railway to Uxbridge 
is let to John Ginty & Co. Ties and fencing to Edward Wheler - good security taken. The contract 

The beautiful home of Joseph Bascom, on Main St. south as it looked in 1863.
To the right is McQuire’s Cabinet Factory and the white building centred over the roofline of Mr. Bascom’s house  

is the Crown Hotel, located at Brock & Toronto St.
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will be finished to Uxbridge, 15th of August next.”
 Messrs Edward Wheler of Stouffville, and George. Wheler of Uxbridge let contracts for fur-
nishing ties and fencing material for the railway line from Scarborough to Uxbridge.

November 1869
 Messrs Parrish and Patterson have entered into a partnership for the purpose of carrying on 
the tanning and currying business in the place.
 The Masonic Brethren have opened a lodge in this place, with meeting at Annand’s Hotel on 
Monday’s; on or before the full moon in each month.
 Mr. G. Bruce, proprietor of Variety Hall, Uxbridge, has purchased the photograph gallery from 
Mr. Fitzpatrick.

December 1869
 Mr. John McCullough has moved from his old stand on Brock St., to the new and commodious 
boot and shoe store which he has just erected on Toronto St., near the new Presbyterian Church.
 The Presbyterians of this place opened their new Church for public worship on the Sabbath, 
the 26th. The Gothic style church is 34 x 56 feet with end gallery and will seat 350 people. The 
whole structure will cost about $3,000, and is an ornament to our rising and prosperous village.
 The semi-annual examination of the Uxbridge Grammar School took place in the presence of 
Joseph Gould, Esq.; Chairman Joseph Bascom, M.B. Secretary J.P. Plank and Captain Spears, with 
35 pupils in attendance.
 Elected reeve and councillors of the Township of Uxbridge for 1870 were: Reeve George 
Wheler; Deputy-Reeve S. Widdifield, councillors Isaac J. Gould, T. Todd and J. Brander.

During the 1850s, Joseph Gould built this large, beautiful home on a large lot on Toronto St., beside the  
Anglican Church. It is now the site of the Uxbridge Township Municipal Office.
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January 1870
 Discussions surround the location for the station for the Toronto and Nipissing Railway in 
Uxbridge.
 The board of directors of the County of Ontario Agriculture Society met at Armstrong’s Hotel 
with Mr. George Wheler, president in the chair.
 The location of the station is resolved. It is to be placed half way between the Temperance Hall 
and Mr. George Wheler’s Grist Mill on the west side of the creek, on about five acres of ground.

February 1870
 W. S. Sexton, Reeve of Scugog, was elected Warden of Ontario County for 1870.
 The reeve was asked to write to the president of the Toronto and Nipissing Railway Co. on 
behalf of the corporation expressing disapproval of a change in the route of the said railway, north 
of the Village of Uxbridge.
 Work on the first section of the railway road is progressing famously. Mr. Ginty has upwards 
of 300 men cutting and getting out square timber and Messrs Edward and George Wheler, have 
over 200 with about 50 teams of horses, employed in drawing fencing, felling timber, getting out 
ties and logs etc.

March 1870
 The Wesleyan Methodist Choir of Uxbridge gave the first of their series of socials in the On-
tario Hall, which was attended by a large number.
 William G. Ross, G.W.P. Sons of Temperance, delivered his celebrated lecture on  
“Canada” in the Ontario Hall, Uxbridge.
 Mr. G. Bruce of the Uxbridge Variety Hall, has moved to his new store one door west of 
Bascom’s Hotel.
 A.T. Button & Co. advertise the closing of their business and offer a sale of the entire stock of 
goods in their store.

1870

Chapter Four

Uxbridge:
Incorporation & Beyond

1870 - 1879

 It was during this decade that Uxbridge began to grow and prosper. In addition to 
the expanding commercial, industrial and residential growth, the town separated from 
Uxbridge Township and was incorporated in January 1873. This was also the decade of 
the long awaited and anticipated railway.
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 Some merchants are endeavoring to remove the extraordinarily 
large quantity of snow from their doors, by means of horses and sleighs.

April 1870
 A notice appears telling of the dissolution of partnership between 
James B. Graham and James Lund effective the fourth day of April, 1870. 
The business, The Uxbridge Journal, to be continued by James B. Graham 
and Robert Jones under the firm of Graham and Jones.
 Reeve George Wheler has arranged the mail delivery, going north 
from Uxbridge, will be increase to three times per week, Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday.
 Mr. W.A. Watson, who deals in watches, clocks and jewellery,  is 
now doing business in the building occupied by Mr. G. Bruce.
 The Rev. George Miller preached his farewell service at the Ux-
bridge Presbyterian Church. His loss will be felt by the entire commu-
nity.
 Mr. A.D. Weeks of the Uxbridge Dispensary has just opened a Soda 
Water fountain, which will be a great luxury during the coming season.
 The Uxbridge Journal has undergone considerable improvement in 
being replenished with new presses and type.
 G. and J. Bruce open their photograph gallery in the Variety Hall.

May 1870
 William Sinclair, the worthy reeve of Scott Township resigned his offices owing to his state of 
health.
 The Uxbridge Plowing Match was held on the farm of John Wagg, Lot 21, 2nd conc. of Ux-
bridge.
 Members of the Uxbridge Agricultural Society are: S. Widdifield, President; William Lewis 
Vice-President; Directors - T. Graham, G. Wagg, J. Sharrard, D. Armitage, J. Hunter, A.T. Button, E. 
Armstrong.
 Uxbridge was distinguished by the variety and excellence of the amusement in honour of Her 
Majesty’s Birthday, with visitors to the village very large, and the whole proceeding went off in a 
first rate style.

June 1870
 A young man named Aaron Wilkinson was robbed at Wagoner’s Hotel, after a thief entered 
the bedroom in which he was sleeping and took money from his pocket.
 The steam saw mill of John Weir, on Lot 22, in the 7th Con. of Uxbridge was destroyed by fire. 
Loss is upwards of $3,000.
 Work is progressing satisfactorily on the Toronto and Nipissing Railway. Mr. Ginty has now 
450 men at work on the line.
 R. Fitzpatrick has opened his business in his old stand opposite Henderson’s Hotel.

July 1870
 Uxbridge Foundry, operated by M. Vicars & Bros., advertise they are prepared to take orders 
for agricultural implements and stump extractors of any size.
 Joseph Gould offers for sale a 22 acre mill site, the west end of lots 31 and 32 in the 7th conc.,  
which offers the best water power in the village.
 Messrs Parrish new brick building will be the most handsome business block in the village 
when complete. It stands between his tannery and Brock St., with one face on Bascom St. It will 
contain three stores and numerous offices above.
 Mr. Annand has made quite an addition to his hotel, which will increase his accommodation 
for guests.
 Progress on the railway line is moving ahead, with nine miles between Stouffville and Ux-
bridge graded up to level.

August 1870
 William Sinclair, Jr., the late reeve of Scott who resigned his office due to his health, died  from 
his disease.
 One of the areas first settlers, Ezekiel James, who located in Uxbridge as early as 1806, died in 
his 89 year.

A. T. BUTTON
Uxbridge merchant
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 The dwelling house of  Alex York of Lot 16, 6th conc., Uxbridge was burned to the ground 
while they were at work on the farm.
 The steady march of progress continues in our village. The diggers of the Toronto & Nipissing 
Railway have reached us, and the grading from here to the junction will be ready in two weeks.
 Harman Crosby has commenced the erection of a splendid block of stores on the hill, opposite 
the post office.

September 1870
 A report at the annual meeting of stockholders of the Toronto and Nipissing Railway, held in 
Toronto, reported that the railway to Uxbridge would be finished in about six weeks.
 A public Temperance Meeting, held in the Ontario Hall, was largely attended, with A.D. 
Weeks in the chair.

October 1870
 The contract for erecting Joseph E. Gould’s  new elevator, has been 
let to Messrs Baker & Wilson; to be completed within two months of the 
3rd inst.
 William Stonehouse, 19 years old son of Mr. John Stonehouse, was 
run over and killed, when he fell from his wagon while hauling sand for 
the erection of a Primitive Methodist Church on the site of the old school 
house in School Section No. 4, Reach, Township.
 George Wheler was among a number of shareholders of the To-
ronto and Nipissing Railway to take a six mile ride on the new line. The 
engine reached a speed of twenty to twenty five miles per hour.
 Preparations for the station here are going forward and the engine 
house is now under construction. Joseph E. Gould is about to erect a 
grain elevator on the station ground.

November 1870
 A meeting was held in E. Armstrong’s hotel with Mr. Pellatt of Pel-
latt, Osler & Co. of Toronto, a delegate from the Dominion Bank, a new 
institution just now forming, with view to establishing a branch in the 
village.
 The present state of the sidewalks on Brock and Toronto Streets are simply disgraceful. Nearly 
one-half the planks are either missing, loose, or broken.
 The frame of Joseph E. Gould’s elevator has been raised on the south side of the station 
ground, near Brock St. The building will be 30’x60’, rise 25 feet high and will be capable of holding 
30,000 bushels of grain. The tank house and wood shed will be between the elevator and the goods 
depot. The engine-house, turn-table and blacksmith shop will be on the north side of the track, op-
posite the elevator.

December 1870
 The new Methodist Episcopal Church recently erected on Lot 16, 5th conc., Uxbridge opened 
for divine service on Sabbath, the 18th.
 In the final paper of the year, The Uxbridge Journal backs George Wheler for reeve over his rival 
Isaac J. Gould, due to his experience at the County of Ontario.

HARMAN CROSBY
Uxbridge merchant
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January 1871
 Uxbridge Township elects George Wheler over Isaac J. Gould by a vote of 282 to 195. Deputy 
reeve Mr. T. Todd; councillor Watson P. Widdifield, D.M. Card, J. Brander. The reeve and deputy 
elect were carried through the village to the Ontario Hall for a bountiful oyster supper. About 400 
persons attended.
 Mr. J.B. Feasby, J.P., performed the necessary declarations of quali-
fications for the new Uxbridge council.
 A meeting of the shareholders of the Dominion Bank was held at 
the Mechanics’ Institute, pursuant to Act of Incorporation.
 The first Sabbath School Convention for the County was held in 
the Presbyterian Church, Uxbridge.
 George Wheler, reeve of Uxbridge was elected Warden of Ontario 
County.

February 1871
 Notice from A. T. Button & Co. informing customers they have 
disposed of their business and leave the premises on the 1st of March, 
next.
 Mr. S.J. Lundy and Mrs. Joel Gould, while driving into the village, 
were thrown from the cutter when the horse bolted and both received 
minor injuries.
 A Masonic Ball was held in Uxbridge with about 80 couples at-
tending. It was a most complete success in every way. Guests came 
from Whitby, Prince Albert, Newmarket and Stouffville.

March 1871
 Tenders were solicited by George Leask, to build sheds and a hall at Leaskdale.
 D. McRae, contractor for the Toronto and Nipissing Railway is looking for 200 men to work on 
the line from Uxbridge to Coboconk.
 David M Card moves his veterinary surgeon practice to his office one door east of the Com-
mercial Hotel.
 Notice given of the dissolution of partnership of James B. Graham and Robert Jones printers 
and publishers of the Uxbridge Journal. The business to be continued by Francis Keller effective the 

15th day of March, 1871. Mr. Francis Keller changed the publishing date 
to Thursday from Wednesday.
      Thomas Dewhurst, photographer has moved to his new gallery in 
the S. Parrish Block, Brock St.
      Rails have been laid down within two miles of Goodwood, and 
should be into Uxbridge village by the 20th of April.
      The new locomotive named after our respected townsman “Joseph 
Gould” has arrived at Scarborough Junction.

April 1871
      The agency of the Dominion Bank opened in Uxbridge in Parrish’s 
new brick block. Mr. W.H. Holland, formerly of the Ontario Bank has 
been appointed agent of the bank.
      The merchants of Uxbridge have agreed to close their several places 
of business each night at 8 o’clock p.m.
      Tenders advertised for the erection of a building for the Dominion 
Bank in the village of Uxbridge. Plans available at the local bank or at 
the office of James Lamon, solicitor, Uxbridge.

1871

GEORGE WHELER
Elected Warden of  

Ontario County

DAVID M. CARD
Uxbridge veterinarian
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May 1871
 A Cricket Club is formed in Uxbridge with the following gentlemen elected officers: President 
Thomas Bolster; vice-president John Stewart; secretary and treasurer, Oliver Bascom.
 Thursday, June 29th has been named as the day proposed to have a formal opening of the 
railway line into Uxbridge village.
 H.A. Crosby opens his magnificent new premises opposite the post office
 A meeting of the K.K.K. is held in the Ontario Hall. Faithful members of the order were 
warned to attend on pain of instant decapitation.
 A shock of earthquake was felt in the village., lasting about half a minute, and was very 
strong. The quake shook about two in the morning and rattled crockery and furniture in the Arm-
strong House and Annand’s Hotel.

June 1871
 John A. Plank, has become proprietor of the well known hotel formerly occupied by Mr. E. 
Armstrong. The house is being refurnished and entirely renovated.
 The conductor in charge of Engine No. 6 of the Toronto & Nipissing railway gratefully re-
quested ladies of Uxbridge to furnish him with flowers to decorate the engine for Dominion Day.
 An accident on the railway line near Goodwood, when train No. 4 ran into train No. 6, smash-
ing two cars and disabling Engine No. 4.
 The opening of the Uxbridge railway line was delayed. A regular train will be put on the line 
between Toronto and Uxbridge starting Monday, July 3rd.

July 1871
 Dominion Day was celebrated in Uxbridge quietly with a strawberry festival at the Dominion 
Gardens of Mr. Fawcett.
 The first regular train on the Nipissing arrived at the Uxbridge station Wednesday evening, 
July 12, with a full compliment of passengers and freight. A large crowd was present to witness the 
train come in.
 Mr. Joseph Dickey, division court clerk, has been appointed station agent in Uxbridge.

ARRIVAL OF TRAIN SERVICE TO UXBRIDGE
This sketch depicts the celebrations at the Uxbridge railway station on July 12, 1871, 

as passenger and freight service officially arrived in Uxbridge.
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August 1871
 A lady of great experience in tuition and the management of schools is about to establish a 
ladies school in a commodious room in the Parrish Block this September.
 Howe’s great London Circus came to Uxbridge with a half-mile procession of 10 elephants, 
clowns, dens of tigers, hyenas and other wild beasts.
 Windows were broken, shingles blown away and properties damaged when a severe thunder-
storm with hail visited the village.
 Uxbridge High School comes under the charge of Mr. W. Dale, a gentleman who comes here 
highly recommended.
 Uxbridge is visited by 120 reeves and deputy reeves, arriving here by train, representing the 
municipalities interested in the Credit Valley Railway. Meeting was held at the Ontario Hall.

September 1871
 The celebration and formal opening of the Toronto and Nipissing Railway took place on Sep-
tember 14, 1871. More than 500 invitations were sent out for the grand affair, to the leading men in 
Canada and to railway magnates in the United States. The train and invited guests arrived in the 
village about noon and a grand dinner was served in the drill shed. The village was decorated with 
arches, and buntings in honour of the occasion.

October 1871
 A reward of $50 is offered by the managing director of the T&N Railway for information lead-
ing to the discovery of the party who placed timber across the track between Uxbridge and Good-
wood station.

The Uxbridge railway station as it looked during the 1870s.
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 A new Oddfellows Lodge, to be known as “Nipissing Lodge, No. 79” was organized in this 
village. Charter members are Bros. H. Blain, G. Wheler, J. Coleman, W. Annand and J.B. How.
 The new bank building is being hurried on to completion by Mr. Bolster, which will add to the 
appearance of our town.

November 1871
 Mr. A. Horseman, of the firm of Horseman & Co., St. Thomas, has established a new hardware 
store in this village.
 Uxbridge Book and Stationery Store, operated by E. Gundry, opens on Main St., nearly oppo-
site Plank’s Hotel.
 The T&N Railway reports a steady increase in freight business during the past month, with 
delivery to Toronto of 770 loaded cars, or 35 cars per working day.
 Barristers George M. Evans and Edward C. Campbell arrive in the village and open separate 
law offices.
 Mr. Dickey is the worthy master at the village station house.

December 1871
 Mr. Bascom rushed to a small frame house on Brock street which broke out in fire, and rescued 
three young children. The home was owned by Mrs. Bolster and occupied by a family named Kane.
 A.T. Button was elected reeve of Uxbridge; S. Widdifield, deputy-reeve,; and councillors Capt. 
Clark, Capt. Dowsell and D.M. Card by acclamation. Former Reeve George Wheler withdrew his 
name from the contest.

January 1872
 Messrs R. Bell, William Jack and Andrew Patterson were elected Police Trustees for the village 
of Uxbridge.
 The Methodist Episcopal Church, Bascom St., is at present undergoing repairs and will not be 
fit for service for some time.
 The Uxbridge Literary and Debating Club held its weekly meeting with readings by R.P. Har-
man and E.R. Henderson.
 The first meeting of the 1872 council took place at Plank’s Hotel with oaths of office adminis-
tered by J. Gould, Esq.
 A large and influential meeting of the ratepayers of this village was held in the Ontario Hall 
for the purpose of discussing the question of incorporation.

February 1872
 Mr. Benjamin Bascom, the Deputy Post Master of Uxbridge was honoured at an oyster supper 
at the Bascom House, on the occasion of his leaving here to assume a position in the Toronto post 
office.
 At County Council, Dennis Jennings was appointed commissioner for taking the census to 
carry into effect the petition for the incorporation of Uxbridge village.
 The Methodist Episcopal Church, Uxbridge was reopened for divine service.

March 1872
 Evidence of growth in the village is in the growth of buildings. Buildings this spring include: 
a new brick block erected on Brock St., by J.C. Fawcett; a row of five brick stores, two storeys high 
with mansard roofs opposite the post office on the corner of Brock and Church St. They occupy a 
space of 84’ on Brock St. with a depth of 60’ on Church St.
 A meeting was held in the Ontario Hall in reference to the purchase of a site for the erection of 
a high and public school site for this village.
 More town improvements: Ira G. Crosby has erected a handsome three storey building, 
22’x60’, on the north side of Brock St, with a mansard roof. It will be occupied by our enterprising 
fellow townsman Mr. A.D. Weeks, druggist.

1872
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      The marble works of Mr. William Lapp were entered and thieves 
made off with a cash box containing promissory notes to the value of 
$750 and order to the value of $1,000.

April 1872
      A formal opening of the Commercial Hotel took place on the 23rd. 
The property was purchased by Thomas Fogg of Markham, who reno-
vated the building.
      A meeting of patrons of the Uxbridge Cheese Factory, operated by Ira 
Chapman held at the School House, Quaker Hill.
      Thomas McGratten, tinsmith and stove dealer, has moved to No. 5, 
Dominion Block, lately erected by J. C. Fawcett, Esq.

May 1872
      A serious fire broke out April 26 in an old barn at the rear of Finch’s 
Hotel, Hamilton’s Dry Goods and the post office. Hamilton’s store 
received most of the damage, and the post office was gutted, but all 
valuables were preserved.
      The Uxbridge  Journal office has been removed to the corner on the 
north side of Brock St., west of Church., opposite Fawcett’s Dominion.

 Uxbridge celebrates the Queen’s Birthday with games, sports, fireworks and a torch light pro-
cession led by the Markham Brass band.
 The T&N Railway now have on line, nine locomotives, 40 box cars, 180 flat cars and six pas-
senger cars. Construction to Coboconk is expected to be finished by July next.
 The fire fiend visited Uxbridge again, commencing in the house of Mr. O. Wilson, and con-
suming his house the adjoining pump factory. His loss will be in the neighbourhood of $2,000.
 New sidewalks are being laid in front of the Dominion Block, and also from Bascom’s Hotel to 
the corner of Main St.
 More than 45 gentlemen from Toronto and the County of Peel arrived in town by train to visit 
Uxbridge and inspect the line.

June 1872
 Mr. A. D. Weeks has moved his drug store from the old stand on Main St., to the new brick 
building erected for him by I.C. Crosby on Brock St.
 James Lund opens a general store, consisting of dry goods and groceries in the store lately oc-
cupied by A.D. Weeks, as a drug store.
 Work is underway on digging the foundation for a new hotel for Joseph Gould.
 A.C.W. Plank and John Hodgson, dissolve their partnership by mutual consent, as grocers and 
liquor dealers in the village of Uxbridge. John Hodgson to continue the business.
 T. Dewhurst purchased Mr. N. Shier’s interest in the photographic business in his shop in the 
Parrish Block.

July 1872
 The dwelling home of Mr. W.H. Holland was struck by lighting which ran down the chimney, 
along the roof the kitchen, but little damage was done to the building.
 A visitor to Uxbridge complains that all the hotels in town were lighted up for business until a 
late hour, in the face of the law.

September 1872
 A number of new buildings are in the process of erection in town. One of these, being built 
by A.T. Button, is a new establishment for Horseman & Co., the noted hardware merchants, at the 
corner of Brock and Bascom St.
 Joseph Gould was among those attending the annual meeting of the Toronto & Nipissing Rail-
way in Toronto. He commented that everyone who had anything to do with the road should feel 
proud.
 A new Orange Lodge, No. 1361 opened in Uxbridge at Parrish’s Hall on September 19th. 
Elected as officers - Bro. Samuel Umphrey, W.M., Bro Thomas Burchell, Dept. M. Bro. Thomas Mc-
Gratten, secretary.

October 1872
 A grand concert to be held at the Ontario Hall, Uxbridge. A plan of seats can be seen at Mr. 
Weeks Drug store, where reserved seats can be secured for 35 cents.

THOMAS McGRATTEN
Tinsmith & stove dealer
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 Horseman Hardware & Co. move into their new store, opposite Bascom’s Hotel.
 Mr. William Cooper of Toronto opens his general store in the corner store of Mr. Fawcett’s 
Dominion Block.
 Thomas Burchell and Alexander Hardy were seriously injured while working on the new 
foundry building of E. Moore & Co., when the scaffolding gave way and threw them 25 feet to the 
ground. Mr. Hardy died of his injuries.

November 1872
 A new grocery and dry goods business, Turner & Bettes, opens to the public in on of the new 
stores in the Button’s Block

December 1872
 Notice - On the first day of January next, the Police Village of Uxbridge will become an incor-
porated village, taking rank in the county alongside of Oshawa and Port Perry.
 Mr. Gundry of the Uxbridge Book Store has moved his store to the corner store in Parrish’s 
Block, recently occupied by the Dominion Bank.
 Mr. Plank’s saw mill, on the 8th conc. of Uxbridge, was destroyed by fire.
 Nominations for the first council for Uxbridge Village - Joseph Gould, reeve. Councillors 
George Wheler, Isaac J. Gould, A. Patterson, J. McGuire, E. Moore, William Hamilton, William Bald-
win, R.P. Harman, Capt. Clarke, Henry Jones, Thomas Bolster, A.D. Weeks, R. Mooney.

JOSEPH & MARY GOULD
Joseph Gould was elected as the first Reeve of the new Village of Ux-

bridge in January 1873. He is seen here in an early  
portrait with his wife Mary.
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BY-LAW NO. 226
A BY-LAW TO INCORPORATE THE VILLAGE OF UXBRIDGE,
          IN THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF ONTARIO. 

 Whereas all the requirements of the Municipal law relating to the power and authority of 
County Councils to pass By-laws to incorporate villages have been complied with, as far as it  
relates to the incorporation of the Village of Uxbridge, in the Township of Uxbridge, in the 
County of Ontario.

 Therefore the Council of the Corporation of the County of Ontario enacts as follows:-

 1. That the following described lands in the Township of Uxbridge in the County of Ontario, 
be, and are hereby declared to be created into an incorporated Village, under the name and title 
of the Village of Uxbridge, viz.: commencing in the eastern limit of lot number twenty-nine, 
in the sixth concession of the said Township of Uxbridge, at the distance of eight chains on a 
course North sixteen degrees West, from the south-east angle of said lot number twenty-nine; 
thence South seventy-four degrees West fifty chains, more or less, to the centre of said lot: thence 
North sixteen degrees West fifty-three chains, more or less, to the northern limit of lot number 
thirty-one; thence North seventy-four degrees East forty chains; thence North sixteen degrees 
West twenty chains, more or less, to the northern limit of lot number thirty-two in the said sixth 
concession; thence North seventy-four degrees East twenty-three chains and fifty links; thence 
South sixteen degrees East twenty chains, more or less to the limit between lots number thirty-
one and thirty-two, in the seventh concession of the said Township of Uxbridge; thence North 
seventy-four degrees East twenty chains; thence South sixteen degrees East sixty-one chains, 
more or less, to the southern limit of lot number twenty-nine, in the said seventh concession; 
thence South seventy-four degrees West thirty-three and fifty links, more or less, to the south-
east angle of lot number twenty-nine, in the sixth concession aforesaid; thence North sixteen 
degrees West eight chains, more or less to the place of beginning.

 2. That the meeting of the electors for the election of the Reeve and councillors for the said 
Village of Uxbridge, shall be held at the time prescribed by law for holding Municipal Elections, 
at the Ontario Hall, on Main street, in the said Village of Uxbridge.

 3. That James Anderson, of the village of Uxbridge, shall be and is hereby appointed  
Returning Officer to hold said election according to law in such case made and provided.

     Passed June 5th, 1872

H. J. MACDONELL     W. H. GIBBS
 County Clerk       Warden (L.S.)

By-Law No. 99
passed by the County of Ontario in June 1862, to make the Village of Uxbride a Police Village, 

was superseded by By-Law #226 in June 1872.
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January 1873
 The election of reeve and councillors takes place on Monday, January 6th. In Uxbridge Village 
Joseph Gould was elected reeve unanimously. Councillors are George Wheler, John McGuire, E. 
Moore and William Hamilton.
 First meeting of the new council took place at Plank’s Hotel, at 12 noon on January 13th. Oaths 
of office were were performed before the clerk, Capt. R. Spears. Council appointed Mr. A.D. Wil-
liams as clerk of the village. E. Moore tendered is resignation as councillor.
 The Dominion Block, owned by J.C. Fawcett, and occupied by 
W.H. Cooper, merchant; Mrs. Manahan, grocer; Miss Thompson, 
teacher, and D.G. Wooten, photographer, was badly damaged by fire. 
Extensive damage to building and contents.
 Mr. Harrison took the oath of office, replacing E. Moore as 
councillor.

February 1873
 Fire struck again at J.C. Fawcett’s two-storey building, damaged 
by the late fire, and was undergoing repairs. The building was entirely 
consumed in short time, and threatened the adjoining block owned by 
H.A. Crosby and occupied by W.H. Crawford. Fortunately it was saved, 
as were buildings on the other side of the street. Furniture was removed 
from Finches Hotel, Hamilton’s general store, the post office and Mr. 
O’Neils and Mr. Wheler’s residences.
 Joseph E. Gould has bought the steam saw mill of Messrs Mutton 
& Hutchinson, on the T & N Railway, 4th concession.
 Mr. J.C. Fawcett was arrested and charged with committing arson 
by setting, or causing to be set on fire, his store and dwelling. He will 
appear in Whitby court.

March 1873
 Council received petitions for tavern or shop licences from Joseph Finch, Edward Armstrong, 
John Bascom, Madill & Mooney, John A. Plank, Ed Milliken and John Arbuckle.
 A group of Uxbridge men establish a Joint Stock Cabinet Factory, purchasing the stock-in-
trade, machinery and business of Messrs J.& W. McGuire, and their saw mill, logs, lumber and 
water privilege.
 The violent hurricane which raged through this area caused considerable damage to the 
Episcopal Methodist Church. Lumber from the yard of Harman, Umphrey was blown against the 
windows and other parts of the building, as well as other buildings in town.
 Mr. G.A. Willis, dry goods dealer, has just opened his handsome new store on Brock St.
 Council accepts an offer by the Division Sons of Temperance to use the hall known as the 
“Temperance Hall”, located in the Parrish Block, for future meetings of council.

April 1872
 A snow storm of unabated fury passed through the district. Trains were stopped Tuesday to 
Friday, while three gangs of 100 men were employed digging away snow banks, four to 12 feet in 
depth, from Scarborough to Uxbridge.
 Council passes a by-law compelling transient traders to purchase a $100 license to sell goods 
in the municipality.
 The Uxbridge and Port Perry Stage provides daily service between Uxbridge, Utica, Manches-
ter, Prince Albert, Borelia and Port Perry.
 Steam whistles and bells echoed through Uxbridge, when it was discovered the Steam Plan-
ing, Sash and Door Factory of Messrs Brown and Forest was on fire. The factory, located just west 
of the railway track, on Brock St. was destroyed as was Davidson’s Fanning Mill next to it.

ALONZO D. WILLIAMS
First Uxbridge Clerk

1873
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May 1873
 There is a call for council to purchase a fire engine, following another fire on May 2nd, when 
thick smoke was seen coming from the store lately occupied by Mr. J. Lund on Main St. Fortunately 
it was extinguished before it spread to adjoining frame buildings.
 The T&N Railway adds two new engines, the “Bexley” and the “Brock” to their rolling stock 
on the line.
 Sixteen of the most influential ratepayers of the village, petitioned council to forthwith pass a 
by-law to the purpose of procuring a fire engine and the formation of a fire company. Decision was 
put over until the next meeting due to the absence of the Reeve J. Gould.
 A large cabinet factory is being erected at Franklin and Brock St, which will have 72 feet front-
age on Brock and 84 feet on Franklin.
 Many willing hands, drawing water from the mill dam, succeeded in putting a fire out at the 
woolen mill of Mr. Isaac Gould, at Main and Mill St. before much damage occurred.
 Mr. Joseph Gould had the honour of laying the foundation stone of the Uxbridge Public and 
High Schools at a ceremony on Friday, May 23rd. In the corner stone a bottle was deposited with a 
copy of The Uxbridge Journal and a few coins. 
 Capt. Robert Spears has resigned as Township Clerk after filling the post for the past 20 years.
 Council passes a by-law to raise by way of loan, the sum of $10,000 for the construction of the 
public and high school.

June 1873
 The fire fiend once again visits Uxbridge. A block of frame buildings bounded by Brock and 
Marietta streets, destroyed two acres of property and buildings, including Mr. J. P. Plank’s house, 
which was one of the finest in the village. Mr. Plank’s loss is the largest, estimated at $10,000 to 
$12,000 in buildings. Many other homes and buildings were destroyed.
 Ratepayers and council met following the fire at Plank’s Hotel, Main St., to discuss the pur-
chase of a steam fire engine. Council decided to purchase a hand engine and two force pumps 
forthwith.

Ben Davidson’s fanning mill factory, located on Brock St. west, was destroyed by fire in April 1873.
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 A joint stock company of prominent men have purchased 13 acres of picturesque land from 
Isaac J. Gould, in the south woods to convert into a driving park, picnic and pleasure ground. Mr. 
Gould’s pond will be cleared for boating, etc.

July 1873
 Mr. B. Plank’s new hotel at the corner of Brock and Main St., is rapidly approaching comple-
tion, and Mr. Gould, the owner of the Mansion House is busy making improvements to the outside 
of his house.
 E. Moore was unanimously elected as Chief Engineer of the new fire brigade. Messrs Wheler, 
Moore and Somerville were appointed as fire wardens.
 Work has commenced on the new hotel, near the railway station.
 The new school house is at a stand still for want of brick. None are to be had in the village.
 Voting for the purchase of a fire engine and force pumps was postponed indefinitely, when 
council learned that they had to advertise the by-law relating to the purchase, not only in the local 
newspaper, but also a County newspaper. The new date for vote to be Mon., August 11th.

August 1873
 The fire by-law for the purpose of raising $3,500 for fire apparatus, and a by-law for granting 
the bonus of $2,500 to the T&N Railway for the purpose of erecting work shops in the village, both 
passed, with two persons voting against.
 Uxbridge Council received a request for assistance in building a factory in the village, which 
would employ some 500 females for the making of shirts and other underclothing.
 The new fire engine has arrived and was tried the same evening at Mr. Wheler’s grist mill, but 
did not live up to its  advertised capabilities, throwing water only 100 feet, rather than 150 feet.
 The joists are being laid for the second floor of the new Uxbridge school house.
 Council rejected the purchase of the new fire engine from Cowling & Co. of Seneca Falls, N.Y., 
as it did not live up to its catalogue standard, falling far short of the advertised distance it would 
throw water.

September 1874
 The new engine and boiler for the Cabinet and Organ Factory arrived at the railway station, 
and has been moved to the building. The capacity of engine and boiler is 30 horse power.
 Uxbridge continues to build. Being erected are a new hotel, school house, Mr. Crosby’s two 
new stores, the new floral hall and several new cottages.
 Two pumps from the Holly Manufacturing Co. of Lockport, were tested and found to provide 
the best and cheapest means for extinguishing fires. The pump can throw 270 gal. of water per min-
ute a distance of 220 feet.
 Council would not accept a $100 reduction of the hand fire engine, offered by the manufac-
turer, saying it would only be accepted at a reduction of thirty-three and a third per cent.

October 1873
 The annual exhibition of the North Ontario Agricultural Society was held at the new fair-
grounds on the east side of the village.
 The Cowling Co. threatens to take the village to court over the hand fire engine, if they do not 
pay for it in full. Council says they will not accept the fire engine, it failing to work up to their guar-
antee.

November 1873
 A special meeting of council was held at the Mansion House where an offer from Cowling & 
Co., to reduce the price of the fire engine to $460 American, was accepted and ordered paid.

1874
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January 1874
 Uxbridge village returns its entire council by acclamation. Reeve Isaac J. Gould; councillors 
R.P. Harman, John McGuire, E.C. Campbell and A.D. Weeks.

 Uxbridge Township elects Reeve J.B. Feasby; Deputy Reeve B. 
Parker, Councillors E. Major, H. Hames and Joseph E. Gould.
       Ontario Hall was literally crammed for a meeting called by Mr. Wil-
liam H. Gibbs, and it was a most successful demonstration in favour of 
Adam Gordon, to represent North Riding of Ontario County.
       Adam Gordon, of Manchester, was elected by a majority of 111 to 
represent the North Riding.
       The North Ontario E.D. Agriculture Society elected its slate of of-
ficers for 1874: C. Marsh, president, Isaac J. Gould 1st vice-president; D. 
McKay 2nd vice-president; T.C. Forman, treasurer; R.P. Harman, secre-
tary.

February 1874
       A petition was presented from the butchers of the village, asking 
council to impose a fine on outside butchers selling meats in Uxbridge.
       Adam Gordon arrived in the village to thank his friends for their 
help in the campaign. A large crowd gathered in Ontario Hall to hear 
speeches by Messrs Thomas Paxton, M.P.; Thomas C. Forman, E.C. 
Campbell, D.M. Card and Joseph Gould.

 The Uxbridge Organ Manufacturing Co. has received an order for 100 organs - proof of the 
superiority of the instruments turned out in this factory.

This elevated photograph shows a section of town which includes the Methodist (United) Church, upper left  
and in the centre, the rear of the former Ontario Hall located on Main St. where the Music Hall is today.  

The Ontario Hall was destroyed by fire in 1891.

ISAAC J. GOULD
 Uxbridge Reeve

1874
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 Hotels are required to close their bars at seven o’clock on Saturday 
night and keep them closed until six o’clock Monday morning.

March 1874
 A large and influential meeting was held at Todd’s Hall, Goodwood 
to discuss the advisability of erecting a public Town Hall for use of the 
township. It was resolved that a Town Hall should be erected in Good-
wood.
 Joseph E. Gould’s elevator at the west end of the village was de-
stroyed by fire. The had fire engine was on the spot, but owing to there 
being no organized company to work it, proved almost useless. Loss will 
amount to about $3,000.
 A meeting was held at Ontario Hall to organize a fire brigade. Hose 
and engine companies were organized and a resolution was passed to 
purchase a village bell, to be used for an alarm. Officers appointed were 
Chief Engineer E. Moore; Assist. Engineer R. Maunder, Treasurer George 
Wheler and Secretary J.W. Bettes.

April 1874
 William Gooderham, manager of the T&N Railway invited a number gentlemen on an excur-
sion from Uxbridge to Coboconk along the rail line.
 A large crowd of Sons of Temperance met in the temperance hall, Uxbridge.
 Ben Davidson advertises his improved fanning mill shop, west of the railroad, Brock St, Ux-
bridge.
 R. Maunder, advertises his new factory is now finished, and in running order with the most 
modern machinery for planing, matching and moulding.

May 1874
 George Wheler offers for sale to the village of Uxbridge, a 25’ x 45’ lot on the west side of mill 
creek and north side of Brock St. for $600 cash, and to have use of water, for water-wheel for fire 
pump free of charge during a fire. Council to consider cost of a building and machinery for engine 
house and new wheel on proposed site.

The saw mill and residence of John Weir, Lot 22, Con. 7, Uxbridge Township
Reproduced from the Illustrated Ontario County Atlas of 1877

ADAM GORDON
North Ontario candidate
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June 1874
 Upwards of 150 teachers from the county met in Uxbridge for the formation of a Teacher’s 
Institute, which is be known as the “Teachers’ Association of the County of Ontario. President, Mr. 
James McBrien, County Inspector; Treasurer Mr. W. Dale, headmaster of Uxbridge High School.
 On a motion put forward by Mr. Harman, council accepted the offer of George Wheler to pur-
chase the site on Brock St. for an engine house.

July 1874
 After inspecting the waterworks at Lindsay, council decides to purchase a 48 inch wheel and 
No. 6 Holly Force pump and place them on the site offered by Mr. Wheler, north of Brock St. as 
soon as possible.

August 1874
 Mr. E. Moore, Chief Engineer of the Fire Brigade, resigned his position with the brigade, and 
Mr. R. Maunder was instructed to take entire charge of the engine, hose and property.
 A new brick block at the corner of Brock and Church St. is rapidly nearing completion. The 
building, owned by Messrs Wheler and Saunders is two storeys, with frontage of 132 feet on Brock 
St. and runs back 60 feet on Church St. The new building is on the site of the Dominion Block, 
which was destroyed by fire in 1872.
 The new Uxbridge High and Public School opened for classes. The large and commodious 
building is a handsome structure.

September 1874
 McKinnell, Taylor and Co. open a choice stock of dry goods, groceries, boots and shoes in the 
Wheler & Saunders’ new block.
 Mr. Harman suggests that the iron pipe for waterworks be extended to reach the organ factory, 
at which 40 men are employed.
 A fire which started in Armstrong’s Hotel, Tuesday, September 15, took the life of three per-
sons, and destroyed more than $9,000 worth of property. those who met death were Mr. Annand, 
Miss Catherina Marian and her two-year-old child. Property loss included, the hotel building and 
stables of James Ruddy; Mr. Armstrong’s hotel; a two storey brick building owned by William 
Hamilton, and Mr. Conboy’s factory.
 The brick structure to be used as a wheel house is near completion. All the pipes have been 
installed from Church St. to Marietta St., a distance of 1,500 feet.

The Revere House hotel was built by Fred Chinn in the early 1870s on Spruce St.,opposite
 the railway station so he could catch people as they disembarked from the train.
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 The new Wesleyan Church parsonage is now completed and is 
designed after the Gothic style of architecture.

October 1874
 The Apothecary Hall of L.P. Stickney & Co. is removed to the 
new brick store on the bridge for the dispensing and drug business.
 The fall show of the Uxbridge Agricultural Society was held at 
the society’s new grounds.
 W.T. Parrish offers for sale, the largest stock of stoves in the 
County, at less than Toronto’s prices, from his store at No. 4, Wheler 
& Saunders’ New Block.
 Henry & Moore (formerly William Henry’s) advertises fall 
stock of dry goods and ready-made clothing.

November 1874
 During a wind storm a Primitive Methodist Church in course 
of erection on the 7th concession of Scott, was blown over.
 Thieves extracted $52 out of the pants pockets of Mr. John 
Stickwood, of this village. As he lay sleeping the thieves entered his 
bedroom and removed his pants without disturbing him.
 The Mechanics’ Institute held opening entertainment in the 
new and commodious rooms over Mr. Weeks’ Drug Store.
 Council hears complaints about howling youths who prowl 
about Brock and Mains Streets nearly every evening, frequently insulting those who pass by, and 
block the sidewalks.

December 1874
 The fire alarm was sounded Monday evening, and it was found that the blaze was issuing 
from one of the chimney’s of Plank’s hotel, which was soon put out.
 Ministers of the six protestant churches in the town, unitedly agree to preach upon the subject 
of Temperance the next Lord’s Day.
 Mr. Joseph Gould, Mr. George Wheler and the reeve were appointed delegates to represent 
Uxbridge at a railway meeting to be held in Port Perry.
 The old foundry building on Bascom Street, owned by Messrs Moore, Vicars and Co. was 
destroyed by fire. The building had been used as storage for plows, etc., and the loss will be about 
$3,900.
 G.A. Willis announces the closing of his business of dry goods and groceries.
 Village council of Uxbridge returned by acclamation. Reeve Isaac J. Gould, councillors Messrs  
Weeks, Harman, Campbell and Nickerson, who replaced Mr. McGuire as the newest member of 
council.

A.D. WEEKS
Proprietor of Uxbridge

Drug Store
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January 1875
 Council sets the rates for billiard and bagatelle licenses at $50 for the first table and $25 for 
each additional table.
 The population of Uxbridge as shown by the census is 1,842, being an increase of 221 since last 
January.
 Burglars took 25 watches and a tray of watch chains from the jewellery store of Mr. A. Gilpin 
after breaking through the back window.
 George Smith, reeve of the Township of Scott was elected to the honourable position of War-

den of Ontario County for 1875.
 W.R. Bain has been instructed by a number of ratepayers to com-
mence an action against Reeve Isaac J. Gould and councillors Weeks and 
Harman for illegal practices while reeve and councillors last year.
 A severe snowstorm blocked the Nipissing Railway and detained 
mail and supplies on the line to Uxbridge for three days.

February 1875
 Salaries for Uxbridge employees for the year 1875: Clerk Alonzo D. 
Williams $100; Treasurer Ira G. Crosby $40; Assessor David Walks $60; 
Tax collector George Solly $35.
 Allan Wright was appointed Chief Constable and Messrs William 
Crawford, Robert. Phillips and William Tuck his assistants.
 The Good Templars circulate a petition through the village request-
ing the number of licenses to be granted for selling intoxicating liquors 
be reduced.
 Tenders for the erection of a new  brick Town Hall in Uxbridge 
Township were opened and the tender of Philo Patterson was accepted 
for $1,200.

 A bell has been placed on the waterworks building to be used as a fire alarm.
March 1875

 Council meeting in the council chamber over Week’s Drug store was crowded to excess as 
council deliberates the number and cost of hotel licenses.
 Council authorized Mr. Harman to purchase a new bell, 700 lbs. 
weight, with fire alarm attachment at a cost of $350 for the fire hall.
 Mr. Joseph Bascom, one of Uxbridge’s earliest settlers, died at 
his residence at the age of 74 years. He was a former clerk, treasurer 
and postmaster in the Township of Uxbridge.

April 1875
 Mr. J.S. Clyne of the Mansion House was arraigned before 
Justice of the Peace officers, Isaac J. Gould and D.M. Card, for selling 
liquor on Sunday. He was fined $20 and advised to avoid the offense.
 Thomas Bolster is about to erect a handsome block of stores on 
the site formerly occupied by Henry and Moore’s store. It will cover 
the whole lot between the Dominion Bank building and Madill & 
Mooney’s store, and will comprise of three stores.

May 1875
 Council begins discussions about the village securing the Grove 
of trees south of the village for a public park.
 Council instructs Joseph Gould, to take steps to open up Balsam 
St. by removing his fence to the proper width so improvements can 
be made.

GEORGE SMITH
Scott Twp. Reeve 1875
Warden of Ontario Cty.

THOMAS BOLSTER
Builds block of three stores

1875
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The private residence of Francis Keller, editor/owner of the Uxbridge Journal.
Sketch reproduced from the Illustrated Atlas of Ontario County, 1877.

Private residence of D. M. Card, Esq. Government Inspector of Roads and Uxbridge veterinarian.
Sketch reproduced from the Illustrated Atlas of Ontario County, 1877.
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 The home of Isaac J. Gould was struck by lighting, causing considerable damage to the up-
stairs parlor, burning a hole in the hall under the stove, and tearing up the carpet and moving a 
piano.
 Workmen are busy fitting up the new post office in the east end of Wheler’s Block, which is 
expected to be ready by June 1st.
 The new bell has arrived and will be placed in position in the belfry on the firemen’s hall. 
The bell is the largest in North Ontario, and weighs 696 lbs, measures 33 inches in diameter and is 
furnished with a choke, frame, wheel and tolling hammer, for a total weight of 1050 lbs. Total cost 
of the bell is $400.
 The new bell, when installed will be rung morning, noon and night, at times for commencing 
and leaving work, in addition to its use as a fire bell.

June 1875
 Oshawa Vindicator reports:  “The park in Uxbridge is one of its greatest advantages. It is situ-
ated about half a mile south of the centre of the village and consists of - including lake and grove 
- about twenty acres. Its cost was nearly $2,000 without its present improvements. Connected with 
it are fields for baseball, cricket, etc. while the pretty lake of some ten acres affords boating and its 
beautiful grove presents picnic advantages unequalled.”

July 1875
 The Uxbridge Agricultural Company have taken the foundry of Moore, Vicars & Co., and will 
begin to manufacture reapers, mowers and other kinds of agricultural implements. A building 36’ x 
108’ will be erected for a warehouse.

August 1875
 Rev. J. T. Dowling and Mr. A. Weeks will attend the Montreal convention of the Sons of Tem-
perance movement.
 J.W. Argue urges council to repair the dangerous state of the road on Main St., just south of the 
village, where it crosses the Park Pond. There have been three narrow escapes from accidents near 
the bridge.
 Postmaster Wheler has fitted up in his new block, a post office which far surpasses any other 
in the County of Ontario. It features new lock boxes and drawers with the latest and most ap-
proved post offices locks.

September 1875
 Mr. Lund has taken the room formerly occupied as a post office and operates the Dominion 
Telegraph Company from the neat and commodious office.

November 1875
 Fergus Black has been engaged as headmaster by the school board for the high school of this 
village. Mr. D. Jennings of Uxbridge is his assistant.  John Morris of Cartwright has been engaged 
as headmaster of the Common School.

December 1875
 A ballot is to be used for the first time in municipal elections, and 
the Journal runs an article explaining how the ballot is to be marked.
 In Uxbridge Township, J.B. Feasby was elected reeve by acclama-
tion, along with councillors Messrs James Percy and E. Major.
 Reeve George Smith, of Scott Township, was re-elected by acclama-
tion for then next term.
 A nomination meeting held at the Ontario Hall was packed for 
more than six hours as more than 15 candidates looked for public office.
 Some of the businesses listed on the pages of The Uxbridge Journal 
at the end of 1875 included: McKinnell, Taylor & Co. Millinery, A.D. 
Weeks Uxbridge Dispensary, Horseman’s Hardware Store, J.W. Bow-
man Dry Goods Store, J.W. Bettes, B.J. Hickie’s Toronto House, James 
Ouderkirk Bakery, Parrish’s Hardware & Stoves, Joseph Gould Mills, 
J.A. Crawford, Piano & Organs, Mrs. Wiley Furniture, Bray’s West End 
Clothing Emporium, J. Galloway’s Agricultural Implements, Henry and 
Moore Dry Goods.

THOMAS PAXTON
MPP for North Ontario
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Uxbridge railway station about 1875.

January 1876
 In one of the most closely contested elections in the history of Uxbridge, George Wheler de-
feated Isaac J. Gould by 19 votes to become reeve of the village. Councillors for 1876 are Reuben P. 
Harman, John McGuire, John Somerville, J.E. Walks.
 The Uxbridge band is reorganized.

February 1876
 Uxbridge council begins meeting at the Fireman’s Hall.

March 1876
 The Mechanics’ Institute held a reunion in the Ontario Hall with a good crowd on hand.  
Entertainment consisted of readings, vocal and instrumental music.
 Thomas Paxton, M.P.P. for North Ontario, took ill while attending a meeting at Plank’s Hotel 
and had to retire to his bedroom and was placed under medical attention.
 John Pickering was injured seriously after being pulled from his wagon while delivering mail 
from Sandford to Uxbridge.
 Council passed a bylaw authorizing to raise $1,000 by way of a loan to purchase land for the 
public and high school grounds.

April 1876
 The Uxbridge Fire Brigade brass band gave a grand concert in the Town Hall.

1876
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May 1876
 The Star Baseball Club held their annual meeting at Plank’s Hotel and elected William Russell, 
president; Jonathan Gould, vice-president; W. Russell 1st captain.
 The fire bell sounded through the village when Patterson’s Tannery was discovered to be 
on fire. Within minutes four powerful streams from the water-works were brought to bear on the 
burning building and with such effect that in about half an hour the fire was totally extinguished. 
Damage to the structure, belonging to Mr. S. Parrish was $200, and value of Mr. Patterson’s stock 
was $1,100.
 A fire erupted about 2 o’clock Friday morning in the upper story of Mr. S. Parrish’s Block, 
corner of Brock and Bascom St. The building received considerable damage with damage to Mr. 
Parrish’s store; C. Shire’s general store; J.D. Wiley’s grocery store and Mr. Wooten’s photo studio, 
which occupied the top storey, lost all its materials.

June 1876
    A young man by the name of John Cowier drowned while bathing in the mill pond.
     The Uxbridge Guardian, a newspaper started recently by opponents of Reeve George Wheler, uses 

its columns for slanderous attacks 
on the reeve.
       The partnership of Henry Ma-
dill and Robert Mooney, carrying 
on business as general merchants 
under the name of Madill & 
Mooney is dissolved, and will be 
carried on by Mr. Madill.

July 1876
       Mr. W.H. Gibbs was elected as 
M.P.P. for North Ontario, defeat-
ing George Currie by a majority of 
86 votes.
       Uxbridge was the scene of the 
Conservative picnic on July 1st. 
Sir John A. Macdonald arrived 
in the village by train to a cordial 
welcome and proceeded to Elgin 
Park. The village was thronged 
with people in holiday garb and 
the route to the park was deco-
rated with evergreen arches and 
buntings.
       A heat wave rolls through 
Uxbridge with the thermometer 
reaching 108 degrees in the sun.
     A fire late on Sunday night 
destroyed the premises of Mr. J. 
Wiley and damaged a building 
belonging to Mr. S. Parrish.

August 1876
       Uxbridge residents enjoy a 
grand excursion to Coboconk 
where they enjoyed fishing, pic-
nicking and a ride on the steamer 
“Coboconk”. Price for the return 
trip was $1.00.
       A grand Union Excursion of 
over 1,000 persons was held in 
Uxbridge, arriving on the T&N 
Railway. Excursionists enjoyed a 

Fred Wilkinson, Blacksmith, Uxbridge. His shop was on  the west side of 
Main St. south, near the corner of Franklin St.
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day at the park before returning to their homes.
 Uxbridge won a cricket match between the Beavers of To-
ronto and the Uxbridge Cricket Club.
 A banquet was held at the Plank House for Mr. W.H. Hol-
land, manger of the Uxbridge Dominion Bank, who is leaving 
town.
 Mr. A.T. Button purchases the stock and trade of the late 
firm of Williams, Morgan & Co. and will continue the business.
 More than 1,000 people took part in the Catholic picnic 
held in Uxbridge.

September 1876
 Shipments of grain from the Uxbridge Station, T&N Rail-
way from Sept. 1, 1875 to Sept. 1, 1876 exceeded 200,000 bushels. 
Of this more than 171,000 bushels was shipped to Toronto only.
 Mr. Parrish, promises to be a good shrewd grain buyer. He 
has commenced to build a large elevator, 60’x36’ between the 
station freight house and the road.
 Uxbridge Fire Brigade Brass Band have their new uniforms 
made by J. Bray of the West End Clothing Emporium. They are 
dark blue with scarlet cuffs, collar and slide edges; cap trimmed 
with gold lace.

October 1876
 Mr. Colecock has opened an oyster saloon in connection 
with his west-end bakery. He keeps the finest oysters constantly on hand.
 A liberal reward is offered to the capture of burglars who entered the store of Henry & Moore 
and carried off boots, shoes, sugar and cotton.
 D.D. Field is in the village commencing to canvass purchasers for the new Illustrated Histori-
cal Atlas for the County Of Ontario, to be published by Messrs J.H. Beers &  Company.

November 1876
 Contractor W.H. Bustin has in the course of erection, a new elevator for Samuel Parrish, near 
the Railroad Station.
 Council authorized the street committee to place a lighted lamp at the corners of Brock and 
Toronto St.
 Thomas C. Forman, Inspector of Weights and Measures for the County of Ontario announces 
he will be in Uxbridge for the purpose of inspecting weights, measures and scales, and those not 
inspected will be seized and the owners prosecuted.

December 1876
 The dedication of the Baptist Church at Goodwood took place December 21st, with the sermon 
preached by Rev. T.L. Davidson.
 Mr. J. Bray’s West End Clothing Emporium is moved to new quarters over Henry & Moore’s 
grocery store. Entry by hall door in H.A. Crosby’s Block.

THOMAS C. FORMAN
Ontario County Inspector of  

Weights and Measures
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January 1877
 George Wheler is elected reeve of Uxbridge Village. Councillors are J.E. Walks, J. Somerville, 
R.P. Harman and J. W. Bettes.
 Uxbridge Township elects J.B. Feasby, reeve, B. Parker, 1st deputy reeve, J. James, 2nd deputy 
reeve and councillors E. Major and James Percy.
 J.W. Bowman advertises as the only liquor store in Uxbridge dealing in wines and liquors.
 Local merchants advocate a branch of the railway from Uxbridge to Port Perry.

February 1877
 Henry and Moore grocery merchants announce they intend doing business strictly by cash. 
No books will be kept and no credit given.

March 1877
 Council reports that the cost of opening Franklin St., across Mr. Bell’s property is far too ex-
pensive, exceeding over $1,000, and refers the issue back to the group which petitioned the street be 
opened.
 A meeting was held at the Town Hall for the purpose of discussing the desirability of passing 
the Dunkin Bill.
 The Toronto & Nipissing Railway announces that in 1875 it carried 99,000 cords of wood.

April 1877
 Matthew Brothers, have rented the vacant “Parrish Block” where they have opened their new 
store, “The Red Flag”, with a stock of dry goods, crockery, groceries, boots and shoes.
 At a meeting of the school board at the Mechanic Hall, Mr. Gould was re-elected chairman and 
Dr. Bascom re-elected secretary-treasurer.
 William Ferguson of Quaker Hill, drove 15 head of cattle into the village and sold them to Mr. 
Waddling for the handsome sum of nine hundred dollars.
 Council enacts a bylaw to authorize the extension of Bascom St. straight south to Mill Street.

May 1877
 The Uxbridge Fire Department brass band gives a grand concert at the Ontario Hall.
 Uxbridge council passes a by-law to raise by way of a loan, $1,500 for the purchase of a 14 
acres south of the town, from Isaac J. Gould. The land to be used as a public park for the village.

July 1877
 Nearly 400 children from Uxbridge High and Public Schools take 
part in a concert at the Ontario Hall under the direction of professor 
Harrington.
 Uxbridge sports teams busy. In baseball the Uxbridge Stars played 
Little Britain; the Uxbridge Cricket Club travelled to Aurora for a 
game, and a croquet match was played in the village against Port 
Perry.
 Mr. Gould’s new stores in the western division of the village are 
fast reaching completion, and from their architectural beauty are wor-
thy of close inspection.

August 1877
 The firm of Horseman, Skelly & Co. are erecting a large warehouse 
at the Nipissing Station for storage of coals, iron and steel.
 Sheriff’s officer, Mr. Howard put up for sale the interest of Mr. W. 
Pemberton in the entire operation of The Guardian, which is purchased 
by A.D. Weeks.
 Sunday school teachers, scholars and friends of Uxbridge, Good-
wood and Stouffville travelled to Toronto on the T&N Railway for the 
annual sunday school excursion.

1877

WM. PEMBERTON
Owner of Uxbrdge Guardian
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A map of Sunderland 
as illustrated in the Historical Atlas of Ontario County 1877

A map of Zephyr and area from the 
Historical Atlas of Ontario County 1877
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November 1877
 George Wheler has installed one of the celebrated Corliss Engines, which are capable of grind-
ing 500 bushels of wheat per day.
 A most destructive fire occurred at the village of Strattonville. The buildings was owned by 
Mr. Alexander Henderson.
 Typhoid fever in the town has caused such mourning and made so many homes desolate, we 
hope our council will pass a bylaw compelling a periodical cleansing of out-houses.

December 1877
 Abraham Webster jumped into the water of Mr. Gould’s pond to rescue the son of Mr. A. 
Williams, who fell through the ice and sand out of site. The young lad was saved after a gallant 
struggle.
 Following another death from typhoid fever, Francis Keller urges the authorities  to address 
the critical position of the village’s sanitary affairs.
 The saw mill owned by Messrs Graham and Woodward, in the village of Zephyr was de-
stroyed by fire. Loss to the proprietors will exceed $3,000.

January 1878
 The partnership of John Moore and William Henry, general merchants operating under the 
firm name of Henry and Moore, is dissolved. Mr. J. John Moore opens business in a new store built 
by Joseph Gould one door west of the Mansion House hotel.
 Malcolm Gillespie, reeve of the Township of Brock, was elected the office of Warden of the 
County of Ontario.
 William Watson, a well-to-do farmer on the 4th conc. of Uxbridge was struck down and killed 
while walking down the railway track at Beaver Creek, between Uxbridge and Goodwood.

A map of Leaskdale and area as illustrated in the Historical Atlas of Ontario County 1877

1878
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February 1878
 A quantity of goods belonging to Matthew Bros., was damaged 
by a fire which broke out in the block owned by Mr. Parrish on 
Brock St.
 Notice from J. Bascom, Secretary Board of Education: re-
quests the Truant officer to arrest any children for playing about 
the village during school hours, and report them to the proper 
authorities for punishment.
 Mr. A. Wright is appointed Chief Constable, caretaker of 
the waterworks and the overseer of highways at $400 a year 
salary. 
 After inspecting the Brock St. bridge, west of the railway, 
council decided to erect a new one. The old 16’ wide bridge 
will be replaced with a bridge 27 feet wide and will be raised 
by two feet.

March 1877
 Burglars broke into the saw mill of George Wheler, and took 
the necessary tools to break into the store of John Moore on Brock 
St., and made off with a quantity of clothing.
 At the North Ontario Reform Association meeting held at the 
Plank House, Joseph Gould was elected president for the ensuing year. 
Other officers are: George Currie, vice-president, R.P. Harman, secre-
tary, and Charles Marsh, treasurer.

April 1878
 The Ontario Hall is being repainted by Messrs Marsh & DeGeer. Its new coat will be stone-
buff with stonedrab cornice; the windows frosted and stripped with a handsome leaf pattern in the 
centre of each pane.
 Eggs are selling for eight cents per dozen.

May 1878
 T. Hoskins has opened a new stove and tin shop at Parrish’s old stand, three doors west of the 
post office, along Brock St.
 Immense numbers of people visited Uxbridge to celebrate the Queen’s birthday. The park was 
crowded with visitors,  up to 50 boats glided over the silvery water of Elgin pond.

June 1878
 The Uxbridge Journal begins its tenth year.
 The annual meeting of the Mechanic Institute was held  and the election of officers took place. 
President Mr. R. P. Harman, 1st vice-president, Dr. Black; 2nd vice-pres-
ident, Mr. K.J. Gould; secretary/treasurer, Dr. Bascom; Librarian, Mr. 
Jennings.
 The R.C. Picnic took place in Uxbridge with nearly 3,000 visitors 
present on the grounds. All left gratified and delighted with the days 
proceedings.
 The C.M. Church was reopened and has been beautified with 26 
new pews added. It is now the largest and most comfortable church in 
the village.

July 1878
 Tom Bolster, Jr. opens a new drug store three doors south of the 
Dominion Bank, on Main Street. 
 A fire broke out in  the late Adam Gordon’s (M.P. for North On-
tario) elevator, which was totally consumed along with 18,000 bushels 
of grain.
 Mr. Pemberton has erected shower and plunge baths in the base-
ment story of his new printing office. He has arranged to get water to 
supply his bath from the mill flume, so that it will be as pure as pos-
sible. 

WM. H. HENRY
General Merchant

REUBEN P. HARMAN
Elected President of the  

Mechanics’ Institute
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August 1878
 George Wheler is chosen as candidate for the Reformers of North Ontario Riding.
 L. Smelt and Son open their new furniture store, and undertaking business next door to the 
post office, Brock St.
 John B. Thompson has just completed and is ready for operations in his new grist mill in 
Goodwood.
 The new bridge on Brock St., west of the railway track is a marked improvement.

October 1878
 On a re-count of the North Ontario election, between Reformer George Wheler and Conserva-
tive Mr. W.H. Gibbs, Mr. Wheler was declared the winner with a 52 vote majority. Mr. Gibbs was 
ordered to pay the costs of the recount.
 D. Conboy of Uxbridge village, and William Todd of Goodwood, showed their cutters and 
buggies at the Uxbridge Township Agricultural fall show at Goodwood on October 14, 15.

November 1878
 The well known firm of Horseman, Skelley & Co. has been sold to W.B. Stewart. The commu-
nity expresses regret at the loss of two such enterprising citizens.
 Mr. George Wheler, the member elected for North Ontario, has been served  with a ‘Notice of 
Protest’ by W.H. Gibbs and his friends.

January 1879
 Uxbridge village elects Isaac J. Gould, reeve, and Messrs J.E. Walks, J. Somerville, R. Maunder 
and Harman as councillors.
 Also elected to the office of reeve were: J.B. Feasby, Uxbridge Township (acclaimed); G. Smith, 
Scott Township; Peter Christie, Reach Township, and Joshua Wright, Port Perry.
 The first grand carnival of the season held at the Metropolitan Skating Rink in this village was 
a grand success. The rink is operated by Mr. Colcock.
 Petitions are being signed by ratepayers for the removal of Uxbridge Township Clerk, Mr. 
Hilborn from his office, due to his conduct at the township council.

February 1879
 Matthew Bros. announce they are leaving Uxbridge and are selling off their new and large 
stock of merchandise under cost.
 The courts agree with a petition to have George Wheler disqualified as the member for North 
Ontario, and it is expected the case will go before a higher court.

March 1879
 At a meeting held in Port Perry, with Joseph Gould in the chair, Aaron Ross moved and Mr. 
J.W. Davis seconded a motion for an appeal on Judge Armor’s decision regarding the disqualifica-
tion of George Wheler. The motion was carried unanimously.
 The Uxbridge Organ and Furniture Factory is about to inaugurate a piano building depart-
ment.

April 1879
 Council authorizes chief constable Allan Wright to enforce the bylaw to suppress disorderly 
houses and houses of ill fame in the village of Uxbridge.
 Bell Brothers have moved their meat market to the south side of Brock St., a few doors west of 
Church St.
 Due to the success of his baths last year, Mr. Pemberton has now nearly completed a “swim-
ming bath,” doing all in his power to make us clean people. Owing to municipal action it was 
impossible in or near Uxbridge to get a good wash, except in a tub.

1879
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May 1879
 Council gives notice to Richard Bell to immediately open up Franklin St, for public traffic, for 
the sum of $200 agreed upon by the council of 1878.
 William Bustin, Sr., has invented and patented a “doorway saddle” designed to stop draughts 
under doors. A very simple contrivance screwed to the side of the door frame, cause the strip of 
iron to fall into place when the door is shut.

June 1879
 The dwelling house occupied by William Crawford and owned by James Walker was totally 
destroyed by fire. Damage estimated at $1,500 with only $300 insured.
 The Reformers of North Ontario returned Thomas Paxton by a majority of 171 votes. A pro-
cession about thee-quarters of a mile long escorted him into the village to the Plank House where 
short speeches were made from the balcony.
 The Christian Church at Pine Grove took place and was in every respect a grand success.

July 1879
 The Uxbridge Fire Brigade band took part in the Dominion Day celebrations in Port Perry.
 Hiram Castor offers for sale the Zephyr Hotel with two acres of first class land.
 Mr. J.L. Charles of the St. Charles Fruit Store is about to leave this village for Manitoba, having 
sold out his restaurant to Mr. Prier, formerly of Lindsay.

A map of Siloam and area as illustrated in the Historical Atlas of Ontario CountY 1877
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August 1879
 A work bee arranged by our village fathers, to clean up and improve Elgin Park, was well at-
tended and a vast amount of work was done.
 A game of baseball was played at Manchester between the ‘Wide-Awakens’ of Uxbridge and 
the ‘Unions’ of Manchester, resulting in favour of Manchester by a score of 12-10.
 About 600 excursionists took part in the fifth annual grand Sunday School Excursion from 
Uxbridge to Toronto, on the Civic Holiday Monday, August 25th.

September 1879
 A very destructive hail storm, perhaps the most severe ever witnessed in this section, dam-
aged gardens, fruit and broke several windows. At the east side of The Uxbridge Journal office the 
hail stones were three to four inches deep.
 Uxbridge Woolen Mills, operated by Messrs Sugden, Waterhouse & Company, are spinning 
up to 320,000 yards per day, and manufacture almost everything in the woolen line from socks to 
blankets.
 George Wheler receives notice that the Supreme Court will sit in Ottawa on October 15th to 
hear arguments in the law suit between Mr. Wheler and Mr. Gibbs.

October 1879
 Mr. Beal fell from the third story of Mr. Patterson’s tannery into a vat, but was fortunately 
saved from a sudden death.
 Grain buyers from Port Perry, Uxbridge, Woodville, Cannington, and Fenelon Falls formed an 
association name the “Grain Buyers Association”, and elect George Currie of Port Perry its presi-
dent.
 Messrs Bell and Jackson have opened a new butcher shop on Brock St., next to The Uxbridge 
Journal office.

November 1879
 Halloween passed off very quietly, not much mischief being done. Two tricks were all that 
were reported.
 Employees  of the T&N Railway in the Uxbridge shops, met at the station to present their 
shopmate, Joseph Goodwin an address and testimonial on the eve of his departure to England.
 A new post office, to be called Rothe’s Post Office will be opened December 1st at Hutchin-
son’s on the 4th concession of Uxbridge. Mr. C. Allcox is postmaster.
 Mr. Wheler’s appeal before the Supreme Court is delayed as Mr. Gibbs attempts to have the 
appeal quashed.

December 1879
 Every night about 7 o’clock, a large number of boys assemble at the corner of Wheler’s Block 
and it is with difficulty any person can pass them without being insulted.
 Members of the St. Andrew’s Society held a grand dinner in the Mansion Hall. About 200 
people enjoyed the magnificent spread put forth by Mr. and Mrs. Sharpe.
 The Baptist Church, in this place, was re-opened for divine worship. The former building 
could accommodate about 150 people and the present one seats upwards of 350 comfortably. John 
Dryden, M.P.P. was one of the special guests present.
 Alex Thompson is busy putting down posts for a new building in the vacant space between 
the post office and Mr. Henry’s store.
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D. Conboy Carriage and Sleigh Builder, Main St., Uxbridge, Ontario
Sketch reproduced from the Illustrated Atlas of Ontario County, 1877.

Farm residence of C.C. Jones, Lot 36, Con. 6, Uxbridge Township.
Sketch reproduced from the Illustrated Atlas of Ontario County, 1877.
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Plank’s Hotel, Uxbridge, corner of Brock and Toronto St.,  Proprietor A.J. Wells
Sketch reproduced from the Illustrated Atlas of Ontario County, 1877.

Private residence of J.C. Widdifield, Esq, Uxbridge Ontario.
Sketch reproduced from the Illustrated Atlas of Ontario County, 1877.
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Uxbridge
Coming Of Age

1880 - 1889
        It was during this decade, that Uxbridge began to grow. In addition to  
commercial, industrial and residential growth, the town was incorporated in  
January 1873 and saw the arrival of the long awaited and anticipated railway.

January 1880
 Francis Keller, owner of the Uxbridge Journal, announces he has taken Edwin Graham into 
partnership and will be published by the firm of Keller and Graham.
 In the municipal elections, Uxbridge village elected Isaac J. Gould, reeve; John Somerville, R.P. 
Harman, S.I. MacKinnel, M. Vicars, councillors.
 Other reeves elected: J.B. Feasby, Uxbridge Township; George Smith, Scott Township and Peter 
Christie, Reach Township.
 W.C. Parkhill opens a grocery and provision store in Hamilton’s building, opposite the post 
office.
 About 160 Oddfellows and guests took part in the oyster supper at the annual gathering of the 
Nipissing Lodge, Uxbridge.

February 1880
 It took 25 ballots to elect a Warden at the County of Ontario. James McPherson of Rama was 
declared Warden, edging out Uxbridge Township Reeve John B. Feasby.
 Joseph Gould is re-elected chairman of the Uxbridge School Board. Dr. Bascom was re-elected 
secretary/treasurer.
 Many parents in town are having their children vaccinated, following a breakout of small pox 
in an adjoining township.
 Military authorities are moving the drill shed to Elgin Park and are asking for tenders to pur-
chase the present site on the old Market Square.

March 1880
 Excavations are underway for a new block to be erected for H.A. Crosby adjoining the post 
office. The building will be the same style as Wheler’s Block and will fill up the unsightly gap be-
tween the post office and Henry’s store.

April 1880
 The village council set the license for billiard tables at $100 for the first table and $75 for each 
additional table, the intention of making the amount so high as to prevent any licenses from being 

Chapter Five

1880



UXBRIDGE - The First 100 Years

��

taken out.
 Jeweller Arthur Gilpin moves to more commodious premises in 
the store on the corner of Brock and Bascom St, the eastern store in the 
former Parrish Block.
 The “Fairley” engine, better known as the double-header, ran off 
the track at the station yard. It took three engines and a lot of tugging 
to get it back on the rails again.

May 1880
 The Mansion House has been undergoing improvements. The ho-
tel now has 70 rooms, with two new driving sheds providing 310 feet 
in length of sheds and 150 feet of stabling.
 A small addition is being added at the rear of Bascom’s hotel.
 The merchants of Uxbridge agree to close their stores at 7:30 each 
evening of the week, except Saturdays, during the summer months.

June 1880
 The decision of the Supreme Court, after a year and a half delay in 
the North Ontario Election disposes of Mr. George Wheler’s disqualifi-
cation. He is now eligible for Parliamentary honours again.
 County School Inspector James McBrien, was exonerated of charges of partiality, inefficiency 
and carelessness.
 On the motion of J.H. Sangster and J. E. Gould, George Wheler, was unanimously nominated 
for the candidate of the Reform Party of North Ontario in the next election.

July 1880
 Mr. William Smith will be the manager of a new general banking business to be opened in the 
village, in the office at present occupied by Mr. McGillivary in the Mansion House Block.
 Messrs Patterson and Beal are enlarging the extensive building by a two storey addition on the 
east end.

August 1880
 Volunteer Drill Company No. 5, Uxbridge are drilled at the park every Wednesday by Capt. 
McGillivary.
 Mr. McGillivray’s very neat and spacious office is nearly completed and will be ready for oc-
cupation in a few days.
 Mr. Z. Hemphill received the appointment of clerk of the Division Court for this division, fol-
lowing the resignation of Mr. J.E. Walks.

 An excursion on the T&N Railway to Coboconk was a monster af-
fair. When the train reached Uxbridge there were 1,200 on board in 21 
box cars, three passenger coaches, and the tops of the cars were liter-
ally covered with people. About 80 more got on at the station here.

September 1880
 Hundreds gathered at the station in Uxbridge to greet  George 
Wheler, of Uxbridge, following his election to the House of Com-
mons. A procession, headed by the fire brigade band, wound through 
the village to the Plank House, where speeches were given from the 
balcony by Mr. Wheler, Joseph Gould, Thomas Paxton, M.P.P., and Mr.  
A.D. Weeks. The following day monster meeting was held in the town 
hall to celebrate the win for the Reformers.

October 1880
 Uxbridge now boasts an illuminated clock, indicating the correct 
time day and evening. The ingenious device is in the window of Mr. 
John Maynard’s jewellery store.

November 1880
 A committee, consisting of Messrs I.G. Crosby, W.B. Stewart, 
George Wheler, Walter Darling and T.T. Button, were appointed to 
communicate to the Directors of the Whitby and Port Perry Railway 
to endeavor to obtain a connection.
 The Uxbridge Dramatic Club are preparing for another side-split-

JAMES McBRIEN
County School Inspector

GEO. WHELER
Elected to House of Commons
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ting farce which will be performed shorty.
 Messrs John Bascom, F. Golden, E. Moore, G. Urquhart and D.M. Card returned from a hunt-
ing trip in the wilds of Muskoka with seven deer.

December 1880
 W.B. Stewart purchases the Ontario Foundry and Machine Shops operated by Lorrimer and 
Johnston.
 James Hamilton opens a new business in dry goods and groceries in the store lately occupied 
by Henry Thompson on Brock St., next door west of Robert Jones’ Hardware store.
 The Excelsior Rink at the Agricultural Grounds opens for public skating, and plan for a skat-
ing carnival with music by the Uxbridge Brass Band.

A view of Wheler’s Pond, located behind the stores on the south side of Brock St. This view shows the factories and 
buildings along Bascom St., on the east side of the pond.
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January 1881
 Isaac J. Gould defeated Reuben P. Harman by 128 votes to retain his post as reeve of Uxbridge 
village. Councillors elected are: John Somerville, E.C. Campbell, Wm. Crawford and M. Vicars.
 The second masquerade carnival of the season is held at the Excelsior Skating Rink.
 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gould celebrated the 42nd anniversary of their wedding on New Year’s 
Day at a family gathering.
 Uxbridge Township Agricultural Society elected Joseph Graham president, George Wagg, Jr. , 
vice-president and James McCullough, Jr., secretary-treasurer.

 D.H. McIntyre opens his new store, offering dry goods, groceries, 
boots and shoes, in Waid’s Block.

February 1881
 Mr. Peter Christie, reeve of Reach Township, was elected Warden 
of Ontario County on the 32nd ballot.
 Mr. James Walker was appointed to the school board replacing Mr. 
A.D. Weeks.

March 1881
 The school board not having enough money to pay a truant officer, 
has resulted in an increase of truant scholars from school.
 A bylaw was passed reducing the billiard license fees to $20 for the 
first table and $15 for each additional table.
 Mr. D. Walks, the village assessor presented a report for the present 
year. It includes the following: Population 1,675; children between 
5 and 16 years of age, 479; number of dogs 79; cattle 88; sheep 16, 
hogs 52. Religious denominations - Canada Methodist 125; Church 
of England 69; Presbyterians 65; Baptists 31; Episcopal Methodists 
22; Roman Catholics 20; Bible Christians 11; Quakers 4; Christians 4; 
Primitive Methodists 2.
 J.E. Walks seat at the School Board becomes vacant owing to his 
departure to Chicago.

April 1881
 Mr. A.D. Weeks defeated Mr. Vicars by four votes, 129-125, electing him as the new school 
board trustee for Uxbridge.
 On a motion of Isaac J. Gould, Mr. Joseph Bigelow of Port Perry was unanimously selected as 
the Reform candidate for the election to the local legislature in North Ontario.

May 1881
 Council has resolved to spend $400 to build a road around Elgin Park. It has been surveyed by 
Messrs Hanning and Cook and will be half-a-mile long and 50 feet wide.
 The annual meeting of the Uxbridge Cricket Club was held in Wells’ Hotel with officers 
elected as follows: President George Wheler, M.P.P.; 1st vice-president Thomas Bolster; 2nd vice-
president Reeve Isaac J. Gould; 3rd vice-president Dr. W. S. Black, and Thomas Bolster, Jr., secre-
tary-treasurer.
 The Toronto & Nipissing Railway decides to widen the gauge of its tracks from the present 
3’6” width to 4’8” by laying a third rail, in  order to avoid interruption of service.

June 1881
 A committee to determine the cost of establishing a Market, consisting of Messrs McKinnell, 
W.B. Stewart, Isaac J. Gould and J. Walker recommended the vacant lot next to the fire hall as one of 
the best sites for a market.
 Frank Madill, the Conservative candidate to the local legislature, defeated the Reformer’s 
candidate Joseph Bigelow by a small majority of 23.
 Mr. R. Nelson is having a large grain warehouse erected opposite the Nipissing Engine House 

1881

PETER CHRISTIE
Elected Warden of Ontario 

County
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on Brock St., It will be 40’x82’ with an office attached.
 Work is progressing on the park road around Elgin Park, with a number of citizens helping 
with the stumping and grading.

July 1881
 A joint stock company, comprised of enterprising citizens, proposes to erect a two storey build-
ing at a cost of $5,000 on the site just west of the fire hall, comprised of two stores and a market on 
the upper storey and a skating and curling rink on the storey below the level of the sidewalk.
 Mr. John Maynard, who has been in the jewellery business here for many years, has left for 
Bowmanville.
 Twenty three car loads of Orangemen from this district travelled by train to Toronto to cel-
ebrate the anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne.
 More than 2000 cords of firewood were destroyed at the 4th conc. of Uxbridge, one mile north 
of Goodwood, resulting from a spark from a railway engine. The wood was owned by the railway 
company.
 The road around Elgin Park has been completed.

August 1881
 Mr. Patterson is erecting a two storey building 26x46 at is already extensive tannery on the 
north-east side of the village. The first storey will contain eight vats, each double the size of an 
ordinary vat.
 A garden party given by the Oddfellows, at the handsome residence and grounds of Mr. 
George Wheler, M.P., was well attended.

September 1881
 The spacious flume which connects the water under Brock St. to the waterworks, has now 
been completed. The boys find the new race an excellent swimming bath and may be seen under 
the road at all hours of the day.
 Mr. Ruddy has purchased Mr. Mooney’s stock of groceries and liquors in the Johnston’s Block, 

This view looking west across Wheler’s Pond towards Toronto St., shows the home and barns of
Joseph Gould and the steeple of the English (Anglican) Church about 1890.
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opposite Bascom’s hotel.
 Taxes levied for the Village this year are $7,200, of which $2,700 is for school purposes.
 The Uxbridge Fire Brigade have disbanded due to the village council neglecting to answer 
their request for a grant of $250 a year. The village is now without a fire brigade.

October 1881
 Council to confer with the late fire brigade, as to the formation of a new company, and other 
citizens as to the formation of a fire company.

November 1881
 W. Munsie and Co., late of the Mammoth Store, has re-opened in the block previously occu-
pied by John Moore, next door to the Dominion Bank.
 Work is progressing as rapidly as possible with the excavation for the market building and 
skating rink.

December 1881
 A large crowd attended the dedication in the new building recently erected for the Mechanics’ 
Institute. The building is a model of what a good institute should be, containing public hall, library, 
and smoking, reading and club rooms, besides residence for the librarian.
 Mr. George Adams erects a building on Brock St. 150’x10’ for the manufacture of rope.

January 1882
 Elected to Uxbridge council for the coming year, Reeve Isaac J. Gould, with councillors  
Messrs William Crawford, R. Nelson, A.C.W. Plank, John Somerville. 
 Scott Township elects Reeve George Smith.
 The annual New Years gathering was held at the home of Joseph 
Gould, who is now 73 years of age, and appears to be improving in 
health.
 John Haggas was installed as Worshipful Master of Zaredatha 
Lodge, Uxbridge for 1882.
 Uxbridge High School is held in high esteem by people of the sur-
rounding area, with many young ladies and gentlemen in attendance.
 A complimentary supper was held for lifetime resident Herbert 

Bolster, who  left to take up residence in 
Winnipeg.

February 1882
 Council agreed to the offer of Mr. E. An-
derson and 20 others to form a fire brigade 
for the village, for $150 per annum. Mr. 
Anderson is to be the new fire chief.
 Mr. George Hobson has purchased the stationery and fancy good 
stock of Mr. T. Bolster and will commence business in the store.
 The Uxbridge Woolen Mills, operated by Mr. S.S. Sugden, is turn-
ing out 500 to 600 yards of fine tweeds per week.
 Populations for North Ontario, taken from the 1881 census: Ux-
bridge 1,824; Port Perry 1,800; Uxbridge Township 4,081; Scott Town-
ship 2,563; Reach Township 4,949; Brock Township 4,378.

March 1882
 D.H. McIntyre’s’ store has been enlarged now to take up the whole 
ground floor of Waid’s’ Block, next door to the Plank House.
 The spacious market building and skating rink, now in course of 
construction is approaching completion. The entire cost to the market 
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JOHN HAGGAS
Worshipful Master
Zaradetha Lodge

HERBERT BOLSTER
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company will be about $6,000.
 George Wheler, our present M.P. was unanimously chosen to the Reform Party candidate at 
the next election for the House of Commons.

April 1882
 Tavern and shop licenses for the next year are issued to Frederick Chinn, George Sharpe, John 
Bascom, A.J. Wells and William Ruddy, in Uxbridge village.
 The Ontario Hall has been painted and renovated by Mr. Charles. Marsh.

May 1882
 The village has been in possession of an excellent town bell for some years, but it is seldom 
rung, except for firemen’s purposes. Council will in future have the Constable ring the bell morn-
ing, noon and evening.
 A public debate takes place at the Mechanics’ Hall with the subject: “That the Indian has suf-
fered more at the hands of the white man than the Negro.”
 A number of children who have been engaging in the dangerous practice of running over the 
saw logs on Wheler’s and Gould’s ponds, have narrowly escaped drowning.
 Mr. Jennings, the worthy principal of our public school has tendered his resignation.

The Uxbridge band marches west along Brock St in this mid-1880s picture, which shows the firehall, which  
contained the town police chief’s office. The Times newspaper office and a Massey Harris dealership

 are in the building to the right.
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June 1882
 The Port Perry lacrosse club take their defeat by the Uxbridge Club with very bad grace in-
sinuating they were cheated .
 At the annual meeting of the Mechanic’s Institute the following officers were elected: Presi-
dent J. O’Neil; 1st vice-president James Walker; 2nd vice-president W.H. Hamilton, secretary-trea-
surer Dr. Bascom; librarian W.B. Russel.
 The by-law establishing the Uxbridge Market has been passed and the market will open to the 
public on Friday, the 9th of June. There will be two market days a week, Tuesday and Friday.
 A large crowd lined the streets in Uxbridge to watch a procession of bands and animals from 
the “Big U.S. Circus” winding its way from the train station to the cricket grounds, where the circus 
show was held.

July 1882
 Mr. Crosby’s store and Mr. Ruddy’s residence were broken into and robbed of a number of 
items including Mrs. Ruddy’s gold watch and jewellery. At Crosby’s store, the thieves blew open 
the heavy iron safe. Three men were later captured in Port Perry.

August 1882
 The Uxbridge railway car works is to be enlarged with an addition of some two or three hun-
dred feet, which will increase staff by 25 or 30 per cent.
 D. McGratten elected to council to fill the vacancy caused by the death of William Crawford.
 Waterworks pipe for fire protection will be laid along Main St. from Kelly’s Harness Shop 
south to D. Walk’s corner; and on Church St. from The Journal office to the Presbyterian Church, at 
a cost of about $1,200.
 A.H. Badgerow bought the corner lot at Brock St. and the Avenue, and has torn down the old 
railway-house and is building a new residence.

September 1882
 The worst storm in the history of Uxbridge struck on Tuesday. Chimneys were blown down, 
trees broken off, signs knocked down, and windows smashed.
 Eight more men from the railway car works were discharged Saturday, making a total of 34 
recently discharged, reducing the staff from 67 to 33 within three weeks.

October 1882
 Tenders for the laying of waterworks pipe extension on Church and Main St. being received. 
When completed there will be 3,954 feet of water pipe and eight hydrants in the village.

November 1882
 Complaints from farmers and others about railway engines and cars left obstructing Brock St., 
prompts council to instruct the Midland Railway Co. to build their new turntable on the ground 
farther north of the street.
 The contract of installing pipes and hydrants has been let to James McGinley of Lindsay who 
expects to have the work finished in one week.
 Mr. C.M. Stewart, of Goodwood, having sold his business, has bought a property in Uxbridge, 
on Brock St. opposite O’Neil’s Baker and is erecting a 40x25’ shop.

December 1882
 Mr. J. Cameron, a practical gunsmith, has commenced business in a shop on Bascom St., op-
posite the hardware store.
 Mr. T. Bolster Jr. is giving up the drug store business. He has secured the services of George 
Thexton of Seaforth to manage this important department.
 Nomination meetings were held in Uxbridge for candidates for the next municipal election. 
Only three dozen ratepayers attended.
 Council was elected by acclamation for the coming year - Reeve Isaac J. Gould, and councillors 
J. Somerville, R. Nelson, D. McGratten and R. P. Harman.
 Reeve B. Parker, Uxbridge Township, and Reeve Robert Rowland, of Scott Township were 
elected by acclamation.
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January 1883
 George Wheler has leased his grist mill in Uxbridge to his brothers, whose mill in Stouffville 
was burned down two weeks ago.
 The engine house in the village, owned by the Midland Railway Co. was burned to the ground 
and four engines in it almost totally destroyed on Sunday morning at about 1 o’clock. The loss to 
the company will be about $50,000.
 John O’Neil, Uxbridge station agent for the past 11 years, and 
current president of the Mechanics’ Institute, died at his home from a 
severe cold.

February 1883
 Isaac J. Gould, reeve of Uxbridge Village, was elected Warden of 
the County of Ontario.
 March 1883
 The ratepayers of North Ontario elected Reform candidate  
Isaac J. Gould over his rival Frank Madill. Mr. Gould’s majority was 
51 votes.
 John Watt and Co. has purchased the entire stock and exten-
sive business of Mr. A.T. Button, and will continue business in all its 
branches. All former staff of clerks will be retained.
 A recount of votes in the North Ontario election, which had been 
demanded by Mr. Madill, left Mr. Gould with a majority of 20 votes.
 The firemen inaugurated their annual supper at the Mansion 
House with about 35 couples attending.

April 1883
 A petition has been entered in the North Ontario election case 
against the return of Mr. Gould, the member for this riding, stating he 
was not duly elected and that Frank Madill ought to have been returned, or the election  
declared void.
 The partnership between Francis Keller and Edwin Graham is dissolved. A new firm consist-
ing of Francis and W.H. Keller, which shall be known under the name of Keller & Son begins.

 The depth of snow for about half a mile between Epsom and Utica 
last week was about 10 feet and took 60 hours to clear.
 Mr. R. Gilpin has rented the Plank House and purchased the furni-
ture from Mr A.J. Wells, and Mr. A.J. Wells has bought out Mr. George 
Sharpe and leased the Mansion House.

May 1883
 Joseph Haggas and his son John, have bought the foundry just 
west of the railway track.
 Uxbridge merchants meet at the Mansion House to discuss early 
closing of their stores and decided to close every evening at 7 o’clock, 
excepting on Saturdays and evenings before holidays.
 Our veterinarian surgeon, Mr. A.H. Badgerow has completed his 
handsome new house on Brock St. and is now erecting a substantial 
iron fence.
 On Saturday, May 26, about one o’clock in the morning, the most 
terrible fire ever in the village, started in the market building and 
spread to the fire hall and water works stopping the water supply. 
The flames spread quickly along the north side of Brock St. before 
jumping to the south side of the street destroying many more build-
ings. Total loss was over $43,000.

1883

FRANK MADILL
Demands recount of North 

Ontario ballots

ROBERT GILPIN
Rents Plank House

from A.J. Wells
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June 1883
      A committee consisting of Messrs J. Somerville, John McGuire and 
W.B. Stewart reported on new scheme for better fire protection. Part of 
the plan included purchasing Mr. Wheler’s property for about $6,000 to 
put in a suitable water works.
      Mr. McGrattan asks that the reeve arrange to have a bell tower and 
hose house erected, and to proceed with the work at once.

July 1883
      The Midland Railway Co. has given notice to 25 men from this 
place that the car works will be removed from here and they will not 
be required after July 31st. Council offers Midland a bonus of $2,500 in 
consideration that the works remain in the village.
       The platform at the railway station has been repaired and enlarged.
      Council introduces a by-law to raise $5,000 to acquire land and erect 
a market building in the village of Uxbridge.
     Constable O’Brien is hired to preserve order 
in the town.

August 1883
 The village is gradually assuming her old 

appearance. The fire hall is almost finished and Mr. Pemberton’s office 
will be completed in a few days.
 The tender of  Egerton R. Anderson to build the bell tower and 
hose house for $850 was accepted.

September 1883
 Architect A.A. Post of Whitby informs council that owing to the 
treacherous nature of the land, the market building and town hall 
would cost about $8,500 to put up. 
 Dr. W.S. Black has bought the banking business of Gordon and 
Co. and will operate under the old name.
 Village advertised for plans for a market building and town 
hall building, in both wood and brick; size 40’x70’.
 Inhabitants of the village were awakened by the alarm of 
fire September 14th when the old Finch hotel was found to be 
in flames. The Guardian office, upstairs, suffered the most and 
damages amounted to about $3,833.

October 1883
 The bell tower site has been excavated and work on the 
tower has commenced.
 Mr. W. B. Stewart’s new warehouse at the railway will 
soon be completed.
 The Mechanics’ Institute club rooms re-open fol-
lowing the fire. The rooms have been overhauled and are 
ready to receive new members.
 The bed of the creek, behind the fire hall, has been 
lowered to allow the water wheel to work more efficiently. 

November 1883
 Mr. S.B. Todd of Goodwood has bought the D. Con-
boy Carriage Works in Uxbridge and intends to manufac-
ture carriages, wagons, sleighs and cutters.
 William Vanhorn buys out William Ruddy and will 
continue the grocery business in the building one door 
west of Jones’ Hardware store.
 Council advertises a by-law to raise by way of loan 
the sum of $10,000 for the purpose of paying off existing 
debentures, and for purchase of a site for erecting a public 
school.

E.R. Anderson beings construction of Bell 
Tower in October 1883

E. R. ANDERSON
Local contractor builds 

Uxbridge Bell Tower
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December 1883
 A fire in Port Perry destroys almost twice as much as the loss by fire in Uxbridge in May.
 The trial of the North Ontario election petition will be commenced in Uxbridge village on the 
2nd day of January next, in front of Judges Osler and Burton.
 C.D. Waid offers for sale his three story block, on Brock St., next door west of Plank’s Hotel  
for $4,800.
 The best market day ever known took place in the village. The streets were thronged with 
people and hotel yards and sheds crowded with horses and vehicles.

January 1884
 Scott Township elects council by acclamation with George Thompson returned as reeve.
 R.P. Harman defeated Mr. Vicars by 24 votes to become Uxbridge village reeve. Councillors 
acclaimed are Messrs Dr. W.S. Black, Dr. Joseph Bascom, R. Nelson and W.H. Hamilton.
 Six fires occurred in Uxbridge last year and caused a loss of $102,000.
 The Uxbridge Fire Bridgade held their annual supper at the Mansion House with 50 couples 
sitting down to enjoy the choice spread put on by Mr. Wells and his fair partner.

February 1884
 George Sharpe, for many years at the head of the Mansion House, has bought out Mr. Gilpin 
and taken possession of the Plank House.
 A by-law was put before the residents of Uxbridge to raise $5,000 to meet the cost of the bell 
tower and hose house and to purchase land for a market site, on which to erect a market building.

March 1884
 Despite strong opposition, the by-law to raise $5,000 for construction of the bell tower,  
purchase land and build a market hall carried by a majority of 25 votes. There were 110 votes in 
favour and 85 against the by-law.
 Reeve was instructed to procure deed for market land from W.B. Stewart and to proceed with 
the market at once. Plans provide for a building 27’x52’ to contain two stores facing Brock St., with 
the market behind, 30x40 with stalls, and entrances from each street, a hall passing between the 
stores on Brock St. at a cost of $2,500.
 Mr. Worthington, boot and shoe maker, setting into his new shop one door north of The Journal 
office on Spruce St.
 Brick for the new Presbyterian Church is being brought in  
from Carlton.

April 1884
 The Uxbridge Cricket Club have leased the agricultural grounds 
from Mr. Plank for a term of five years.
 Council accepted the tender of E.R. Anderson for $2,767 to build the 
market building, and to be completed by 1st September next.
 Report of the committee, re: the bell tower, recommend that the 
tower be completed, providing place for bell, for drying hose, for hose 
carts and other firemen’s appliances, but that the lock-up and room for 
firemen’s meetings be provided in the present fire hall. The tender of 
E.R. Anderson, to complete the bell tower, according to revised specifica-
tions, for $921.00 was accepted.
 Considerable building to be done this year. Mr. W. Henry’s store, 
Mr. J. Bascom’s hotel, the Presbyterian Church will all be substantial 
brick buildings which will be an ornament to the place.

May 1884
      Vicars and Sons’ planing mill was destroyed by fire. Most of the 
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machinery was removed, but Mr. Egerton R. Anderson lost $2,000 worth of lumber that he had 
prepared for building.
   Rev. Davidson, M.A., Rector of St. Paul’s Church convened a special meeting of the congregation 
to take into consideration erecting a new church. There was unanimous feeling to erect a building 
to cost no more than $5,000.
 The plan for Mr. W. Henry’s new store is now in his possession, and it is to be a two storey 
building, 100 feet long and have a width on Brock St. of 30 feet. On the top will be a belfry.
 Council prepares a by-law to close up part of Brock St., the north side, between Toronto and 
Victoria Streets.

June 1884
 M. Vicars & Sons have their new planing mill up and work has resumed. The building is 30’ 
on Brock St., by 60 feet back.
 A heavy hail and rain storm Monday. The rain came in torrents, flooding the streets with hail 
stones, some cracking windows. The bridge near Flewell’s farm on the 7th conc. was swept away 
with part of the road.
 The Uxbridge firemen held a tournament, with bands coming from Oshawa, Lindsay and 
Aurora, by train. At 1 p.m. the grand parade formed and marched through the streets.
 Workmen have commenced brick-laying on Mr. Bascom’s Hotel. Work is also underway on 
the Presbyterian Church.
 Mr. S.L. McKinnell announces his retirement from business, after 10 years in Uxbridge.
 Council passed a by-law for closing up part of Brock St. between Toronto and Victoria Sts.,  
despite opposition from Joseph Gould, H.A. Crosby, Charles Gould, O. Wilson, C.H. Nix, I.G. 
Crosby, Albert Crosby and M. O’Brien.
 A census of Uxbridge gives the village a population of over 2,100. When Sandy Hook and 
other suburbs are included, there is over 2,200.

July  1884
 Mr. S.L. McKinnell, a businessman of 10 years in Uxbridge, passed away unexpectedly, at 35 
years of age. He was in the process of selling out his business.
 The entire village of Port Perry was destroyed by fire. Every commercial building in the town 
of Port Perry was levelled by a fire which started at the Mansion House Hotel.  Losses are estimat-
ed at $345,000 and the insurance only covers half the amount.
 Burglars entered the jewellery store of A.M. Gilpin, Uxbridge and robbed the safe of about 
$2,000 worth of goods and $70 worth of cash.

Construction began on Market Hall building in summer of 1884
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 About 23,000 feet of lumber has been used for sidewalks in the vil-
lage this year, and it is not all done yet. When finished nearly 30,000 feet 
will have been used.

August 1884
 Nothing was done regarding a request from Port Perry for $2,000 
aid due to the fire. Council felt they wanted to know what the County 
Council were going to do first.
 Mr. T.H. Wadlin, of the Bell Telephone Co., has been here making 
arrangements for the opening of a telephone office in the post office with 
Mr. Hamilton as agent.
 The little building known as the old barber shop, that stood for 
years near the Ontario Hall, has been removed to make room for a hotel 
shed for the Plank house.
 Sheriff Charles Paxton and his wife and daughter were guests of 
Mr. A.M. Gilpin.

September 1884
 The annual picnic of the Uxbridge Catholic Church was held in 
Elgin Park and was considered a grand success.
 About 3 a.m., September 5, the large building used by George Urquhart for implements and 
Mr. Henry’s stable were destroyed by fire. All the buildings and lumber belonged to Mr. Henry 
Arson is suspected.
 S.L. McKinnell & Co. announces its tailoring department opening in the charge of  William 
Hickling, of Toronto, a first-class cutter.
 Council offers $500 reward for the arrest and conviction of the parties who set fire to Urqu-
hart’s shop.
 Mr. Henry is preparing the site for his new store. Men have been clearing away the debris 
from the fire.
 The Market Building is finished and has been approved by the architect.
 The telephone here is now in operation. We have connection with Toronto and all places on 
the other side of the city and will soon be able to communicate with Port Perry and Lindsay.

CHARLES PAXTON
Ontario County Sheriff

Weston’s High Quality Shoe shop and Charlie Jones Ice Cream parlour, at right.
The stores were located on Brock St., Uxbridge.
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October 1884
 The fire bell was sounded and the streets were alive with moving people, as Harman’s  
Foundry was found ablaze. Quick work with pails of water brought the blaze under control.
 The new Market Building was opened on Friday, October 24th with a good attendance of  
buyers and sellers.
 The school board met with Messrs Cochburn, Davidson, Black, Bascom, Stewart, Weeks, 
Wheler, Walker and Crosby, who were present for a long meeting.

November 1884
 Added to the industries of Uxbridge is that of Mr. I. Oke’s Carriage Manufacturing.
 Council received tenders for space in the Market Hall from C.H. Gilpin, offering $100 for 
either store and from M.D. Crosby, offering the same for either store and Mr. Rhodes offering  
$125 for the east-market store. No action was taken.
 Mr. Isaac Gould of Uxbridge passed away on the 6th day of November.
 The Free Methodist Church (late M.E. Church), Uxbridge re-opened on November 21st.
 The Ontario Hall was crowded for a temperance meeting .
 The new Market Hall was officially opened November 21st with grand entertainment under 
the auspices of the Mechanics’ Institute.
 Division Court was held in Uxbridge by His Honour Judge Dartnell.
 Council accepted the offer of Jack Rhodes to rent the east store for $150 per annum for the east 
store of the Market Hall.
 The well-known law firm of McGillivary and Widdifield has been dissolved by mutual con-
sent. Mr. McGillivary will continue the business in the same office.

December 1884.
 In the absence of a rink, the skaters of the village could, at slight expense, keep the park pond 
clear of snow to have good skating all winter.
 Jesse Wells drove his team from Port Perry to Uxbridge (10 miles) last week in 46 minutes. 
That is what the boys would call a “fly” pair of horses.

The new Uxbridge 
Market Hall opened in 

October 1884.
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 Mr. G.F. Chapman has undertaken to conduct a rink this winter and has the Floral Hall 
flooded.
 A large three-storey stable at the new Bascom House has just been completed.
 Uxbridge Township council was elected by acclamation. Charles Gould reeve; S. Flummerfelt, 
deputy-reeve; T. Todd, John Weir and Millard councillors.
 Mr. C.H. Gilpin has placed before his door a public clock two feet in diameter, which shows 
the time on both sides. The time can easily be seen at a distance of 200 yards.

January 1885
 The village of Uxbridge elects R.P. Harman as reeve; Messrs Bascom, Black, Hamilton and 
H.A. Crosby, councillors.
 For six months, ending 31st December, 1884, the total amount of money from all sources at  
the local post office, was $27,533.
 Mr. Henry is putting in the fixtures and intends lighting his new store with gasoline. This will 
be the third building in town illuminated this way.
 Villagers met at the Mansion House to honour Mr. George Wheler, ex-M.P., with a complimen-
tary supper. He has been a most prominent member of this community for almost 30 years. Mr. 
Wheler received a lucrative appointment under the Ontario Government and is leaving town.
 Mr. C. Gilpin has moved his jewellery business from next to the Dominion Bank into the east 

1885

William Henry built this impressive block at the corner of Brock and Spruce Streets in 1885. 
The interior was patterned after Simpson’s in Toronto.
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half of Mr. A.R. Long’s store.
 Mr. James Glover has opened a boot and shoe and stationery store 
in the premises next to A.M. Gilpin, jeweller.
 A petition was received at council from the businessmen asking to 
have a night watchman appointed.

February 1885
 The handsome new Presbyterian Church erected in Uxbridge at a 
cost of nearly $11,000 was opened for divine worship on Sunday, Febru-
ary 1st.
 The Uxbridge Firemen’s Brigade held their annual supper at the 
Bascom House and the dining room of the fine new hotel was filled by 
the firemen and numerous visitors.
 Isaac J. Gould has let the contract for building of an new oat mill on 
the site of the old mill that burned.
 The English Church escaped destruction after a fire around the pipe 
in the ceiling was extinguished with some difficulty.

March 1885
 A complimentary supper was held for  George Mustard, who is 
leaving the community, at the Plank House, Uxbridge. Guests included 
Mr. Gould, M.P.P.
 Mr. E. Charles was kicked in the abdomen by a horse belonging to James Purdy, in the Man-
sion House shed, and died from the injuries.
 Mr. McFadden has sold his photograph gallery in Uxbridge to John A. Lord, who will con-
tinue the business. Mr. Lord is an experienced photographer, having worked for 10 years in some 
of the best galleries in Toronto.

April 1885
 George Sharpe, manager of the Plank House, retires from the hotel business on account of ill 
health. He will be succeeded by Mr. John Saunders of Goodwood.
 The squaws and Indians seem to visit Uxbridge pretty often lately. They come by train from 
Blackwater and the Indian sits on a box and smokes while the squaws tour the stores selling their 
baskets, hats, etc.
 Thomas W. Chapple, barrister, has bought the new brick house lately built by Mr. E. Anderson 
on the corner of Dominion St. and Second Ave. for $2,200.

May 1885
 The council met to divide the village into wards for town purposes.
 The young firm of Campbell and Walker have had a telephone put in their store and are offer-
ing telephone orders for anything you may need in gent’s furnishings.
 The Salvation Army had a jubilee in their barracks, in celebration of the anniversary of their 

first assault on this town.
 A petition was presented to council by Mr. W.B. Stewart, from John 
Watt & Co. and 82 others, asking for the appointment of a permanent 
night watchman.
 Officers appointed to the Uxbridge Lawn Tennis Club are as fol-
lows: President, Dr. Bascom; vice-president, Miss Etta Button; secre-
tary, Miss Moore; treasurer, W. Mansfield.

June 1885
 The annual meeting of the Mechanics’ Institute was held in the 
Market Hall, the chair filled by president W.H. Hamilton. Officers 
elected for the coming year are: President James Alker, 1st vice-presi-
dent James Glover, 2nd vice-president James Reid, secretary-treasurer 
Dr. Bascom, librarian W.B. Russell.
 Council declines the petition to hire a night watchman at public 
expense.
 The Women’s Christian Temperance Union held a successful open 
meeting in the Market Hall on Monday. The hall was crowded beyond 
its seating capacity for the meeting.

JOHN LORD
Buys photographic
 business in 1885

HARVEY J. GOULD
Owner of grist mill.
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 The by-law to close the north side of Brock St. was repealed on the petition of those mostly 
interested. Mr. Henry shall be given $200 and 18 months to move back his building; Mr. Hamilton 
$150 and 5 years; and Mr. O’Neil $200 and 5 years.
 It was resolved by council to take the necessary steps for bringing the matter of making the 
Village of Uxbridge, a town.

July 1885
 The pond in the centre of town has long been an eyesore. It must surprise strangers coming 
into town, seeing nothing but fine looking business places ahead, to suddenly come in sight of 
an ugly, dirty, stumpy little pond in the heart of the business section. It is advisable on sanitary 
grounds to clean it up.
 The Oatmeal Mill (see picture below) erected by Mr. Gould, M.P.P. is completed and will start 
running tomorrow (July 17). All new machinery has been put in and the mill is a first-class one.

August 1885
 Mr. Henry’s new store on the corner of Brock and Spruce Streets is finished and is a gratifica-
tion to nearly all the village. It is an improvement to the whole town. The new building is 85x36. 
On the ground floor are the following departments: At the right hand as you enter is the staple and 
fancy dry goods department; on the left you encounter the gents; furnishings, then lower down 
come the boots and shoes, crockery, glass and silverware and at the end is the grocery counter. 
Ascending to the top storey the whole length and breadth of the store is found above divided into 
four apartments, the front for millinery, 2nd for tailoring, 3rd dressmaking and the 4th for ready 
made clothing, mantles and carpets. The interior of the store is after the style of Simpson’s on 
Yonge St., Toronto. The large plate glass windows are a great improvement on the old kind and the 
store is the brightest in town, day or night, the gas works splendidly.
 Mr. H. Jones has a pile driver at work this week driving piles to establish a foundation for his 
new building. The job is a slow one.

September 1885
 Mr. George Peers, who has run the grist mill north of the railway track here, for a number of 
years has given it up. The mill, owned by Messrs Charles. and Harvey J. Gould, will be improved 
by having rollers put in and will be run by the owners.

Oatmeal Mill, formerly the Gould Mill, looking north across the Uxbridge pond about 1875.
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 Mr. C. Gould and Charlie Jordon are operating the Uxbridge Brick Yard and have put in a 
second kiln which can make about 90,000 bricks.
 Mr. Henry is erecting a shed behind his store, 136’x20’ for the accommodation of the horses 
and rigs of his customers.
 The Lieutenant Governor has received the application of our council to have Uxbridge incor-
porated as a town, and word has been received that the petition is granted.

October 1885
 The North Ontario Agricultural Society’s Fall Fair opened at Uxbridge this week.
 Mr. Barnum, chief constable, tendered his resignation, having been offered something better 
in Toronto. Mr. Allan Wright was appointed the new constable.

November 1885
 Mr. A. Spears has been appointed Market Clerk, and is well qualified for the position.
 Council passed a by-law authorizing the removal of projecting signs, prohibiting the erection 
of such, and regulating the height of tie posts to be not more than  two and one half feet above the 
sidewalks.
 Haggas Foundry is being rapidly rebuilt of brick and will be ready for occupation in three 
weeks. It is about 66x40, much larger than the old one.

December 1885
 Alonzo C.W. Plank, son of early Uxbridge settler John P. Plank passed away. He was born in 
1821 in New York and came to Uxbridge with his father when he was only four years old.
 The Gould Bros. have opened their Uxbridge Star Roller Mills, after spending $6,000 in  
making the necessary changes in the mill and putting in the new machinery.
 Dr. J. Bascom was elected the first mayor of the Town of Uxbridge by acclamation. His mover 
and seconder were Isaac J. Gould, M.P.P. and R.P. Harman, both of whom spoke highly of the 
town’s first mayor.
 The Uxbridge Roller Rink opened December 31st, in the building known as the Agricultural 
Hall, with the Uxbridge Brass Band in attendance.

The Uxbridge Star Roller Mills, located north of town, present location of the Uxbridge Tannery.
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January 1886
 Uxbridge Town council for this year: Mayor Dr. Joseph Bascom, Reeve Reuben P. Harman, 
councillors William H. Hamilton, T.H. Armstrong, Wm. VanHorn, E. Brown, J. Hunter, Harmon A. 
Crosby, John A. McGillivray, Andrew Patterson, D. Dowling.

 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gould celebrated the 47th anniversary of their 
marriage on New year’s day, a custom that has been kept since their 
marriage. They were surrounded by their children and grandchildren, 
to the number of 57.
 The first meeting of the new Uxbridge Town Council was held 
with members taking the oaths of qualifications and office. In future 
they will all be held in the Market Hall.
 Officers appointed for 1886 were: A.D. Williams, clerk and  Ira G. 
Crosby, treasurer.
 Joseph Gould was appointed President at the annual convention of 
Reformers for the North Riding.
 The ice cutters commenced their harvest last week on the south 
west pond. The ice was 16 inches thick and lots of it.
 Charles Gould, reeve of Uxbridge Township was elected Warden 
of Ontario County council.
 Dr. Bascom reported at the Board of Education meeting that they 
had inspected four suitable sites for a high school building and that a 
suitable site and structure would cost about $5,000.

February 1886
 The Board of Education passes a resolution to petition council for 
$5,000 to provide accommodation for a high school.
 The Uxbridge Organ Company are preparing a number of fine 

organs for the Colonial Exhibition to be held in London, England.
 Nathan Case a member of the Uxbridge Fire Brigade, was burned to death while staying in the 
Cummings Hotel, St. George.
 Burglars operated here last week, breaking in to Mr. Henry’s 
store, Jimmy King’s butcher shop and Messrs Watt & Co. store.
 Council was not willing to submit a by-law to the people, to raise 
$5,000 to build a high school without first knowing where it was to be 
built, and resolved the petition of the board not be granted.

March 1886
 John A. Lord offers for sale pictures ranging from one quarter 
inch to 24x30” in size. Largest and best work in the county.
 A big fire occurred in Port Perry in which two blocks were de-
stroyed with a loss of $30,000.
 Spring run off has been unusually strong this year. Swollen 
creeks flooded railway tracks, a bridge near Sandy Hook was swept 
away and one house surrounded by water. The park pond was very 
high and it was feared the dam might break.
 Council advertises a by-law to authorize the municipal council 
to raise by way of loan, $5,000 and it issue debentures therefore for 20 
years, for the purpose of purchasing a site and erecting thereon a high 
school.

April 1886
   Uxbridge council authorized Mr. Jones to build a bridge across Pond 

DR. JOSEPH BASCOM
Elected first mayor of the Town 

of Uxbridge

CHARLES GOULD
Elected Warden of Ontario 

County

1886
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St. The bridge to be 16 feet wide and lead from a point of the sidewalk on Toronto St., below the 
Bell Tower to a 10 foot platform running along the top storey of his building, which will there  
contain eight or nine small stores or offices.
 Uxbridge merchants meet in the firehall and form an association to be known as the Uxbridge 
Mercantile Union. Elected chairman, was James Watt and W.B. Stewart, secretary.  Participating 
merchants include: William Henry, John Watt & Co. I.G. Crosby, William Vanhorn, A.D. Weeks, 
Wood & Sharpe, H.A. Crosby, J.J. Hickie, D. Campbell and John McKinnon.
 Mr Joseph Gould, one of Uxbridge’s patriarchs, has offered to build a Mechanics’ Institute for 
the town on the corner of Toronto and Pond Sts. Council has received the generous proposal and 
promise to aid Mr. Gould all they can in carrying out the project.
 Town property committee report the bell tower is in bad state, with the sides leaking and the 
brick walls cracked. Council authorized repairs, expected to cost $100.
 There has been more mud here this spring than any year we remember. A man’s horse got 
stuck in the mud on Brock St., near the railway and the owner had to 
shovel him out.

May 1886
 The high school by-law was defeated on Monday, the vote standing 
at 114 to 50.
 Firemen were called to the Organ Factory after the fire alarm 
sounded, but the fire was out when they got there.
 Charles Jordan has rented the Uxbridge Brick Yard from Mr. Gould 
and plans to double the quantity of bricks made last year.
 The hotel men of town have adopted the following charges: Meals 
35c; use of shed for horse or team 10c.

June 1886
 Isaac J. Gould, M.P.P. has been investigating an electric light scheme 
and will put in the necessary plant and supply the power if 20 lights or 
more are guaranteed.
 A. Graham, having purchased and repaired the Uxbridge Woolen 
Mills, advertises for 1,000,000 pounds of wool for which he will pay the 
highest price in trade or cash.
 William Henry tenders out for the erection of 100 feet more of  

The original Uxbridge Cabinet and Organ Co., and its staff. The factory
 was located at the corner of Brock and Franklin Street.

HARMAN A CROSBY
Town of Uxbridge councillor 

1886
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shedding at the rear of his store to accommodate his growing 
business.
 Gould Bros. open a new flour and feed store two doors west 
of the Mansion House.
 A fire which started in the picking room of the woolen mill 
destroyed the entire building and stock. Mr. Gould’s loss on the 
building and machinery was $7,000 and Mr. Graham, who was 
running the mills lost about $2,000 in stock.
 Fire struck in Sandford when the saw mill of Mr. Flummer-
felt was burned causing a loss of $2,500.
 Mr. Lord took a photograph of the morning express train, 
as it was crossing the bridge from the north, in considerably less 
than a second. (See page 114)

July 1886
 Joseph Gould, the most widely known member of this com-
munity, died at his residence on Toronto St, at the age of 77 years 
and six months.
 Joseph Gould bequeathed $2,500 and established the Gould 
Relief Fund to assist the poor and help reduce poverty in this town.
 The old saw mill in the centre of town has been taken down.
 Building of the new Mechanics Institute is delayed until next year. If 
the $3,500 provided by Joseph Gould will cover the cost, a town clock will 
be placed on the building.
 The Uxbridge Organ Factory shipped a car load of their famous organs to their agents in 
 Montreal and also to London, England.

August 1886
 One of the heaviest storms every witnessed here knocked down Mr. D. Graham’s house that 
was in course of erection, uprooted trees, smashed windows and knocked over fences.
 Michael Bowles and his son Joseph, of Reach Township, were charged with having a still set 
up on their premises and Michael and John Hickey were charged with manufacturing spirits.

September 1886
 The contract for building of the new Mechanics’ Institute has been awarded to Messrs J. 
Stopps and W. Walker. Work to be finished by August 1, 1887.
 The need for a new high school was discussed at the last meeting of the School Board.
 A representative of the Royal Electric Light Co. was at council explaining the cost for lights. 
Four lights at $75 each would create an annual expense of $300. A public meeting was held to dis-
cuss the issue with no decision being made.
 Mr. M.D. Crosby, 57, one of our most respected residents passed away suddenly. 
 J.F. Todd’s cheese factory in Goodwood was consumed by fire along with the season’s make, 
valued at $900.
 Diphtheria has at last struck Uxbridge and the Board of Health promptly placarded the three 
residents in which it is confined.

October 1886
 Mr. Henry has let the contracts for his new store: Mr. E. R. Anderson, carpenter and Mr. Will 
Johnston, mason.
 Work on Gould’s new mill is advancing rapidly. It is probable that Mr. Gould will, for the  
benefit of the town, establish a woolen mill instead of a roller flour mill.
 Mr. Gould has ordered the plan for furnishing electric light and will have it in about one 
month. Twenty lights have been subscribed for town.

November 1886
 A petition was received from the school board asking council to submit a by-law to raise 
$5,000 for a new high school. The by-law was read first and second times and advertised.
 The Uxbridge Organ Factory has plans to double its present facilities to keep up with the 
orders. They have shipped eight railway car loads to their distributor in Montreal this year, making 
them the largest dealer of organs in the Dominion.

JOSEPH GOULD
Dies in July 1886
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December 1886
 The school by-law to raise $5,000 for a new high school was carried by a 63 majority.
 The fire brigade elected their officers for 1887.  William McGuire, chief; E.R. Anderson,  
captain; Mr. DeGeer, 1st lieutenant; D. McPhail, 2nd lieutenant.; Albert W. Crosby, secretary; 
Charles. Russell, treasurer.
 Brick and stone have been delivered to the site of the new Mechanics’ Institute to be built next 
spring.
 Isaac J. Gould was re-elected to the legislature defeating his opponent John A. McGillivray by 
a majority of 92.
 Dr. Joseph Bascom was returned as mayor of Uxbridge for 1887, and the council will consist of 
R.P. Harman, reeve; H.J. Gould, A. Patterson and D. Dowling, North Ward; T. H. Armstrong, W.H. 
Hamilton and William VanHorn, East Ward; E. Brown, H.A. Crosby and John Hunter, West Ward.
 Mr. C. Gould was re-elected by acclamation for Uxbridge Township.

January 1887
 Isaac J. Gould was honoured on his election win with a procession from Leaskdale to the  
Mansion House in Uxbridge where the victory was celebrated.
 The Ontario Hall was filled on New Year’s night for a grand concert by the orchestra and 
 band of this town.
 The partnership of E.A. Wood , W.J. Sharpe and James Watt, operating a general merchants 
under the firm name of Wood & Sharpe was dissolved as of January 25, 1887. The company was 
sold to John Watt who will operate as John Watt & Co.

February 1887
 The Revere House, so long conducted by the late Fred Chinn, has been bought by Mr. T.  
Bennett of Manchester.
 The Board of Education elected Rev. E. Cockburn chairman, and Dr. Joseph Bascom,  
secretary-treasurer.
 Messrs W.A. Mansfield and Thomas G. Gold have rented the store of Mr. H. Jones and intend 
opening with a fresh new stock for spring.

March 1887
 Joseph Bascom, secretary of the Board of Education advertises for sealed tenders for the  
erection of a high school building in the Town of Uxbridge.
 Tom McGratten plans to build a two storey brick store on the Jack 
lot, near Bascom’s Hotel as soon as spring arrives.
 Business at No. 1 and No. 2 Wheler’s Block will be continued by 
Messrs C.A. Conway, grocery store, and E.A. Wood the dry goods store.
 A meeting of the North Ontario Farmers’ Institute was held at the 
Market Hall.
 Tenders for building a new high school were opened and the tender 
of Reuben P. Harman, $4,700 and two others were referred to a  
committee to consider.
 A.D. Williams, clerk of Uxbridge issues a by-law for the purpose of 
selling those portions of Toronto and Pond Street in the Town of  
Uxbridge, heretofore closed up by By-law No. 189.
 One of Scott’s most highly esteemed residents, James Leask, passed 
away. His funeral was one of the largest every seen in this section.
 Mr. Ruddy has opened his new grocery store on the east side of Mr. 
Jones’ new block, opposite the market.
 Representatives of the Electric Light Co. were in town and secured 

1887

JAMES LEASK
Dies in March 1887
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orders for over 20 lights for a term of six months.
April 1887

 Mr. J.H. Gould asked council to remove the sidewalk to make room for building of the new 
Mechanics’ Institute.
 Part of the sidewalk east of the Wheler grist mill was washed away by the swollen stream, 
which usually glides quietly under it.
 Council considers giving the Uxbridge Organ Company an exemption of $8,500 in taxes to 
keep the company in the village, after the company received offers to move to other communities.
 Mr. Crosby asked that the clerk correspond with Troy Bell Co. as to the cost of a new bell of 
not less than 800 lbs. for use in connection with the proposed town clock.
 May 1887
 Mr. Nokes has sold his livery business to Mr. C. Embury. Mr. Frank King has bought the  
market store business from Mr. Hymers and also has the position of market clerk.
 Mr. A. Graham re-opens the Uxbridge Woolen Mills.
 Fishing was very popular on the opening of trout season on May 1st, but there is still not 
much to catch. The pond might profitably be stocked and fishing prohibited for a couple of years.
 Troy Bell Co. offer 13c per lb. for the old town bell and will supply a new one for 23 1/2c per 
lb. Council instructed the clerk to try and get a better deal from the Meneely Bell Co.
 Poles are being placed and prepared for electric light, which is to be worked by power at the 
woolen mill.

June 1887
 Council receives complaints about cattle and horses roaming the streets of town.
 The Masonic Lodge has rented a hall over one of Mr. Henry’s new stores and moved up from 
the other side of town.
 The monthly temperance meeting held on Sunday evening at the Ontario Hall was presided 
over by Reuben P. Harman.
 The Bell Telephone men have reached Uxbridge with the erection of poles for the new line 
from Peterborough to Toronto.

The Mason Hall was one of the tenants to open over Mr. Henry’s new block of stores.
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 Mr. E. Pilkie, of Uxbridge Township, had his shingle mill and machinery destroyed by fire. His 
loss is about $1,500.
 Drs. Patterson and Fenton dispose of their dental practice to Dr. J.F. Taylor.  Dr. Taylor will be 
found at the late firm’s old stand in H.A. Crosby’s Block.

 Messrs Isaac J. Gould and brothers have opened a bank in their 
brick block next to the Mansion House.
 A number of local business firms are adding to their stores the 
popular porcelain signs fitted into the plate glass. Messrs John McKin-
non, W. Ruddy and Gould Bros. already have them.
 July 1887
 W.A. Brody offers a bankrupt sale of William Henry’s stock at his 
old stand at the corner of Brock and Spruce Sts.
 The very popular Thomas Paxton, Sheriff of Ontario County, died 
at Whitby.
 William Ruddy leases the east store in Henry Jones’ new block, 
opposite the market, and opens a new stock of 
groceries.
 A major fire was averted, after the night 
watchman noticed smoke coming from Mr. 
C.H. Nix’s cellar. Damage from the fire was 
confined to the floor and timbers underneath, 
causing $1,000 damage.
 Saturday was considered the hottest day 

we have had this year. The thermometer registered 107 in the shade and 
122 in the sun.
 A large number of people assembled at the English Church grounds 
to witness the laying of the corner stone of the new edifice now being 
built.

August 1887
 The Mechanics Institute is nearing completion and the clock will 
shortly be put in the tower.
 Mr. T.W. Chapple, Worshipful Master of the Masonic Lodge here 

Mechanics Insitute under construction in 1887 with crude wooden scaffolding  

JAMES NOKES
Sells his livery business

CHARLES H. NIX
Uxbridge retail merchant
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was appointed to the office of Grand Steward of the Grand Lodge  
A.F. & A.M.
 The voter’s list for this town for 1887 contains the names of 581 
people eligible to vote in the next election.
 The new town hall bell has arrived and was placed in the tower on 
Tuesday, August 23.
 Mr. A.H. Badgerow has sold his veterinary practice to Mr. M.W. 
Plank. Mr. Badgerow has also sold his home and is leaving after seven 
years in the town.
 Marcus H. Crosby, veterinary surgeon opens an office in the corner 
Market hall store.

September 1887
 John A. Lord was successful in winning an award for his exhibit of 
photographs at the photographer’s convention in Toronto.
 The Uxbridge Band Concert, at the Ontario Hall was one of the best 
ever presented to an Uxbridge audience.
 A petition from Uxbridge ratepayers was presented to the School 
Board asking that school board elections be held on the same day as 
municipal elections.
 The brickwork of the new high school was finished.
 Mr. A.T. Button has traded his comfortable residence on Main St. for Mr. R.P. Harman’s farm. 
Mr. Harman will take over one of the nicest properties in town.

October 1887
 The Board of Education met and a motion by Mr. Chapple, seconded by Mr. Davidson, that 
the petition to have the election of trustees the same day as the municipal elections, was carried. 
The only dissenting vote came from Mr. A.D. Weeks.
 Mr. M.W. Plank has bought the building on Main St., at present used for school purposes, with 
the intention of using it as a veterinary office.
 November 1887
 The Life and Times of Joseph Gould has been delivered to subscribers in this town and is 

DR. HORACE BASCOM
Moves to the U.S.A.

The Joseph Gould Mechanics Institute was officially opened in December 1887, at the corner of Brock and Toronto St. 
The Jones Block is to the left with walkway and the bell tower to the right of the library.
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likely to have a big sale in this county.
 The firm of Conway & Co., grocers, owned by Andrew J. Tait and Charles. A Conway has been 
dissolved. Charles Conway will continue the business.

December 1887
 Mayor Dr. Joseph Bascom will run for the mayoralty and will be opposed by Mr. D.M. Card.
 Dr. Horace Bascom, who is moving to the Washington area of the U.S., due to his health, was 
presented a gold-headed cane at an oyster supper given in his honour at the Bascom House hotel.
 After attending a meeting of the Royal Templars, J. Alfred Gold, 17, and W.H. Pedrick, 23,  
headed off to the park pond for a skate. Before long their cries for help were heard, and they were 
found later cold in death. The boys had skated blindly from ice into water at the deepest part of the 
pond, near the bridge.
 The handsome new Joseph Gould Institute was formally opened on December 9th. The Hon. 
G.W. Ross, Minister of Education delivered an address in the Ontario Hall to mark the occasion.
 E.J. Breen was elected captain of the Fire Brigade.
 The school board voted to give Mr. J.J. Magee, principal at the high school for the past 12 
years, a one month severance, and began looking for a new headmaster.
 Three young children aged 5 years, 3 years and 15 months, sons and daughters of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Russell, died of diphtheria over the past few days.

 

January 1888
 There was a large turnout for the elections: In Uxbridge, Dr. Joseph Bascom was returned as 
mayor with a majority of over 100 votes.  W.H. Hamilton was elected reeve.
 In Uxbridge Township, Mr. S.A. Flummerfelt was elected reeve.
 The school board accepted the ap-
plication of Mr. H.G. Park, of Hamilton, 
for the principalship of the high school 
at $1,000.
    Charles Gould was elected president 
of the North Ontario Agriculture Society 
for 1888. Harmon A. Crosby and John A. 
McGillivray of Uxbridge were appointed 
auditors.

February 1888
 The new high school building is 
now being used. Principal H.G. Park is 
still ill, and his place is being filled by 
Mr. A.A. Smith.
 The school board of 1888 held its 
first meeting and appointed Rev. E. 
Cockburn, chairman, and Mr.Thomas 
Chapple, secretary-treasurer.
 The C.P.R. has decided to run a line 
from Claremont to Sudbury, which is 
expected to pass through or near Ux-
bridge.
 The opening of the new English 
Church took place, with the Bishop of 
Toronto preaching in the morning. 
 Elijah Jones of Brock was tried be-

 Students begin to attend the new high school in February 1888. 
The brick school was located  on the east side of First Avenue.

1888
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fore three magistrates for the assault of Mr. Roper, station agent at Goodwood, and was sent to jail 
for sixty days.

March 1888
 One of  the areas early pioneers, Samuel Widdifield, 77, passed away. He was among the  
honoured names of those who settled and developed the township of Uxbridge.
 Mr. A.M. Gilpin, having decided to close up business and leave town, resigned the agency of 
the G.N.W. Telegraph Co.  Mr. D. M Card has been appointed to the agency.
 Trains were unable to get through for four days from the snowstorm this week. It was the 
worst storm in more than 12 years.
 Brock Street east through the swamp is progressing well, being nearly all gravelled.
 About 50 students and ex-students of  J.J. McGee, former principal of the high school, assem-
bled at his home to convey their regret at his severance.
 William Hamilton, postmaster, has been appointed agent for the Allan Line of Steamships.
 D. Urquhart and J. Thompson cut down a 400 year old elm tree on the farm of Mr. C. Wren, 
Scott Township It measured 22 feet  in circumference at its base, and its first limb was 60 feet long.

April 1888
 The Methodist Church people of this town are calling for tenders to build their new church 
this year. Plans and specifications available at the office of A.T. Button, Uxbridge.
 The school house of S.S. 4, Scott, near Leaskdale, was burned down on Tuesday night.
 Plate glass fronts and electric lights are now the rule in Uxbridge. The prevailing styles of 15 
months back are today the exception.
 R.J. Butler is giving up business in his store the third door west of the post office.

May 1888
 Henry and Co. have opened up a new general stock business at No. 3, the W. Henry Block.

The new English (Anglican) Church, on 
Toronto St. south, opened in February 

1888 beside  the home of Joseph Gould.  
Map (above) shows the location of the 

new church on Toronto St.
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 A start has been made to purchase additional land near the park and erect suitable  
buildings for fairs, a company to be known as the Uxbridge Agricultural Park Association  
having been formed.
 The Plank House has been rented out to Mr. S. Alcock, who opens this week.
 The annual meeting of the Uxbridge Mechanics’ Institute was held at the Market Hall. Elected 
were, President I.J. Gould, M.P.P., Secretary-Treasurer Dr. Bascom, and directors James Walker,  
T.W. Chapple, W.H. Keller, A. Smith, W. Mansfield, Jas. Reid, Thos. Phillips, F.N. Raines.
 The Uxbridge Agricultural Park Association elected Charles Gould, president, with board 
members F.N. Raines, secretary; I.J. Gould, treasurer, and directors Chas. Kelly, G.W. Johnson,  
C.H. Nix and F. Webb.
 Uxbridge Council makes a grant of $85 towards erecting a bandstand on the site in front of the 
Mechanics’ Institute, subject to the approval of the president of the institute.
 Contracts amounting to almost $17,000 were let last week for the new Methodist Church. The 
first sod was turned at the site on Thursday, May 17th.
 Two human skulls and some bones were unearthed on the site of the Methodist Church. 

June 1888
 Mr. Edward R. Armstrong reported to council the wall of the bell tower was in need of repairs, 
or it would not stand many winters.
 The bridge over Pond St., to Mr. Jones arcade stores, was torn down and thrown in the pond.
 Mr. E. Anderson’s tender was accepted to build the stables, grand stand, and main building at 
the park for the agricultural association. Mr. C. Russell got the contract to make the track for $575.

July 1888
 Ratepayers voted in favour of a bylaw to authorize the issues of a $20,000 debenture to redeem 
balance of the 1868 aid to the Toronto and Nipissing Railway.
 C.A. Conway gives notice he has sold his grocery business to Mr. R. B. Hogg of Brougham, 
and intends on leaving Uxbridge.

An elevated view, prossibly taken from the top of the English Church tower, shows Wheler’s Pond at the rear of the 
stores on Brock St.,with the Bell Tower and Henry Jones stores at the left.
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     J.J. Hanna, located one door east of the post office, offers his 
business for sale.
     A new flume was put in at the Oatmeal Mill, and the park 
pond was lowered considerably to allow the work being done.
     The ceremony of laying the corner stones of the Methodist 
Church took place on Saturday, July 21,  by Mrs. Hon. John A. 
Macdonald and Mr. Wm. Gooderham.

August 1888
     Mr. M. O’Neil commences in the baking business in his West 
End Bakery, a few doors west of The Journal office. Get the best 
bread at only nine cents per large loaf.
 Dr. Gould succeeds Drs. W.S. and F. Black, and has located 
in Dr. Black’s former office, opposite the Presbyterian Church.

September 1888
     The tower is being erected on the English Church. This will 
complete the work on this handsome building.
     Well known hardware businessman Mr. W.B. Stewart has 
taken into his firm, Mr. Robert McGowan to manage the  
company.
     Enrolment at the Uxbridge High School is over 80 names, 
more than the same time last year.
     The Wheler property, consisting of a brick block, brick 
house, some town lots, a timber lot in the township and other 
property was sold to the Bank of Toronto for $12,900.

October 1888
     The entrance to the fair grounds is by way of Bascom St. No 
one can enter by the Main St. park gates.

 A fire in the basement of W.A. Brody’s store, three doors west of the Mansion House, attracted 
an immense crowd. Quick work put the fire out before it caused considerable damage.
 Council authorized a contract for Mr. I.J. 
Gould to supply power for electric lights for the 
next year.
 The Methodist Church, through their of-
ficials, have ordered a 1,200 lb. bell from the 
McShane Bell Foundry, Baltimore. This will be 
the heaviest bell in town.

November 1888
 Temperance revivalists closed a successful 
week of revival here under the auspices of the 
Uxbridge order, Royal Templars.
 Sandy Hook, our northern neighbour is 
still growing. Mr. John Kelly has just completed 
another house there.
 Mr. W. Low has purchased and moved into 
the neat brick home erected by Mr. Vyvyan a 
couple of years ago on Mill St.
 The school board met in the Market Hall 
and learned from a report by Inspector James 
McBrien that the recent irregular attendance at 
school had been caused by a disease in town.
 Frank King, market clerk, has sold his 
business at the corner market store to Mr. M.H. 
Crosby, V.S., and leaves for Toronto.

December 1888
 The Plank House has changed hands again, 
Mr. Alcock selling out to Mr. Edwards of Toron-

WILLIAM H. KELLER
Journal Publisher and

Director of the Mechanics’ Institute

A.M. (Martin) Gilpin and his wife Elzena



UXBRIDGE - The First 100 Years

��

to. It is well known that the Plank House is considered the best hotel 
in town when properly conducted.
 The Methodists held their first meeting in the basement of the 
new church. Between 200 and 300 persons were present with Pastor 
Addison directing the service.
 A bear hunt in Reach Township over the past week ended when 
a shot from Mr. D.M. Card’s rifle brought in the 200 lb. specimen.
 The old Division Court, next to Weeks’ Drug Store, is being fitted 
up for Mr. Thomas Tran, who is going into the flour, feed and provi-
sions business.
 Charles Gould suggests council put a new water wheel in the 
water works to avoid the present waste presented by the old style 
wheel.
 William Hamilton received sanction to move the post office 
across the street into the building belonging to Mrs. William Hamil-
ton, Sr.
 A fire near Zephyr last week, destroyed the house of James Tait 
and two children were badly burned in the fire.
 Dr. F. Black and Mr. W.B. Stewart are home for the holidays. 
They have been in the United States on business connected with the 
doctor’s patient.

WILLIAM  HAMILTON
Uxbridge Postmaster

The Michael O’Neil home, right, and his Blacksmith Shop, located on the north side of Brock St., 
just west of the corner of Toronto Street.



The First 100 Years - UXBRIDGE

��

January 1889
 Over 130 people attended an evening of entertainment and supper held by the brethren of 
the Zeredatha Lodge in their rooms in the Henry Block on St. John’s night. Immediate Past Grand 
Master Mr. T.W. Chapple in the chair.
 Sixty nominations were made in the Ontario Hall for 14 municipal offices in the morning. 
Speakers occupied the the rest of the morning, all afternoon and into the evening.
 Uxbridge council was elected: Mayor William Smith, Reeve R.P. Harman. Councillors - East 
Ward: Messrs Vanhorn, St. John and Russell. West: Messrs Hunter, Gordon, Spears. North: Gould, 
Todd and Patterson.
 Mr. Flummerfelt and the entire old council returned by acclamation in Uxbridge Township.
 Five new electric lights are being placed this week. One in the Plank House, one at Mr.  
Vanhorn’s store, one in the Baptist Church and two in the Methodist Church.

February 1889
 Edward J. Mundy, former editor of the Uxbridge Advocate, and now owner of The Port Perry 
Standard, was married in Toronto.
 Alex Thompson purchased two lots of the Plank Estate opposite the Methodist Church and 
plans to build a new brick house.
 Rev. E. Cockburn delivered  his closing sermon as pastor of the Presbyterian Church after  
15 years in the town.
 Council passed a bylaw limiting the number of tavern licenses to four and fixing the price of 

1889

Looking towards Brock St. from the Main and Plank St. intersection about 1900.
Dr. Frank Mellow’s home can be seen centre and at far end of the street is Plank’s Hotel.

Dr. Mellow’s
home

Plank’s
Hotel



UXBRIDGE - The First 100 Years

��

each at $130, plus the government tax of $70, for a total of $200 each.
 A fire at the public school was confined to the ash house at the rear 
of the sheds.

March 1889
      Mr. H. Kelcher returns to town and takes over the store occupied by 
H. O’Brien, two doors east of Henry Jones’ hardware store selling fruits, 
candies, ice cream and flowers.
      Mr. Lewis Badgerow, a brakeman on the railway line, was killed 
while fixing a brake on the train.
      A set of new ten ton weigh scales was installed at the market hall this 
week.
      The home of James Phillips on Reach St. was badly damaged by fire, 
but not before much of the contents were taken out. 
      The law firm of McGillivary and Thomas Chapple, Uxbridge, has 
been dissolved. Mr. Chapple will open up commodious rooms in the 
Mansion Block, over Gould Brothers’ store.

April 1889
      A petition to the school board, signed by 85 pupils of the high school 

asking that Easter holidays be from April 15-19, was granted.
 The school board recommends the erection of a five foot board fence around the grounds on 
the north, south and east sides, and a cultivated hedge in front of the school.
 The new post office was opened Mon., April 1st. The front features large plate glass windows 
and the interior is handsomely finished.
 The home of John Whitney, 7th conc., Uxbridge, was destroyed by fire.
 Electric light service in Uxbridge now consists of 34 lights.
 The Park Association is moving the grandstand to a more southerly position, and will extend 
the track to the full half mile, at a cost of about $150.

May 1889
 The committee from the Presbyterian Church travelled to Toronto where they ordered a pipe 
organ for the church.
 Council provided 200 good maple trees for planting on Arbor Day, of which many were used 
by our residents.
 Rev. Millard was inducted as the pastor of the Uxbridge and Goodwood Baptist Churches.

REV. E. COCKBURN
Presbyterian Church pastor 

for 15 years

The St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, looking south along Church Street - photo from about 1908
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 Mr. Theo McGillivray was granted permission to drill the young cadets on the high  
school grounds.
 Town of Uxbridge assessment roll shows 1,967 inhabitants in the town, of which 596 are  
children under 21 years of age.
 Former Uxbridge High School graduates Mr. W. Phair, Walter Sangster and Ralph Palmer  
have successfully passed their medical examinations in Toronto.
 The first piano made by the Uxbridge Organ Company was used at the firemen’s concert held 
at the Ontario Hall.

June 1889
 Mr. R.P. Harman, Uxbridge was elected president of the North Ontario Reform Party. A.P. 
Cockburn was the unanimous choice for candidate for the Commons.
 Mr. M.H. Crosby has moved his veterinary office to the second house on Mechanic St., the first 
street south of the Journal office.
 The Uxbridge Band took second place prize at the band tournament held in Port Perry,  
competing against eight bands.
 The Uxbridge Lawn Tennis Club was re-organized with C.S. Kerr, elected president.
 F.N. Raines complains to council that the water in Wheler’s pond was too low to be healthy.
 A cedar block crossing is laid from the telegraph office to Stewart and McGowan’s store. The 
blocks are more lasting and make a drier walk than the old style planks.
 Rev. Addison, of the Methodist Church was presented a gold watch by the congregation for 

his work in securing the new 
building.

July 1889
     The Uxbridge Quadrille Band 
furnished good music for the Ro-
man Catholic picnic held at Elgin 
Park in celebration of Dominion 
Day.
     The Uxbridge Organ & Piano 
Co. have placed one of their 
pianos in the Revere House from 
Mr. Bennett.
     Dr. J.F. Taylor has placed an 
electric light in his dental rooms 
and can now do dental work at 
night when necessary.
     Rev. W.G. Hanna, the new 
pastor of the Uxbridge Presby-
terian Church was formally in-
ducted to the ministerial charge.

August 1889
     John McGuire, president of 
the Uxbridge Cabinet and Organ 
Co. petitioned council for $6000 
exemption in taxes to build a 
large addition to the factory. A 
committee of council recom-
mended a bylaw be submitted to 
raise the bonus and to guarantee 
no additional assessment for 10 
years.
     After considering a request 
from Mr. Patterson, for a $2,000 
bonus to expand his tannery 
business, council agreed to grant 
him the money on the same 

The Uxbridge Methodist Church opens on First Avenue in February 1889.
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terms and conditions as the Uxbridge Cabinet and Organ Company.
 The dam of the centre pond broke last week, and the water had to 
be emptied out to make the repair which was at the bottom of the dam.
 Mr. H.H. Bishop’s new flour, feed and seed store is drawing a  
good share of trade.

September 1889
 The new pipe organ for the Presbyterian Church has arrived in 
half a dozen large boxes.
 Ontario County population and tax records show Uxbridge 
residents paying the lowest taxes. Population - Uxbridge 2,044, taxes 
$5.22 per head; Oshawa 4,119, taxes $5.53; Port Perry 1,901, taxes $5.72 
and Whitby 2,951, taxes $6.38.
 The bylaw to bonus the Organ Co. $6,000 and exemption on their 
new building was carried by a vote of 248 in favour and only 5 against. 
The company has already commenced work on the new building.
 Dr. W.S. Black is returning to Uxbridge and has bought back his 
house from Dr. Gould. Dr. Gould is not leaving town.
 Mr. J.A. McGillivrary and Theo McGillivray have sold their law 
practice to Mr. T.W. Chapple.

October 1889
 Shares to form a company to build and run a skating and curling rink are being sold for $10 
per share. Cost of the rink estimated at $1,200.
 The Presbyterian Church at Quaker Hill was filled for the congregations’ Jubilee. It was fifty 
years since the first church was built here.
 Charles Russell resigns as the east ward councillor for Uxbridge. Richard Bell, one of the eldest 
residents of Uxbridge will fill his chair for the remainder of the term.

John McGuire built this addition to the Uxbridge Organ and Piano Co. in 1890 on Franklin St., just south of the 
original wood building.

JOHN McGUIRE
Owner of the Uxbridge  
Organ and Piano Co.A
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 Mr. A.B. Gould has purchased the business of the Uxbridge Pump Works, lately conducted by 
Joly & Lindsay.
 A new water wheel has arrived to replace the old one in the fire hall.

November 1889
 Mr. Robt. Ross manager of the Dominion Bank for the past five years has been replaced by  
Mr. W.E. Carswell of Whitby. Mr. Ross goes to Whitby.
 The business of Mr. J.M. Whitlaw is purchased by Crane, Baird & Co. and will be managed by 
long time employee Mr. J.H. Bustin.
 Curlers and skaters are delighted to hear that Joseph E. Gould will put up a rink and run it as 
a private venture. It will be erected north of the market, just about centre of the town.

December 1889
 A new photo studio is opened over The Guardian office by Mr. F. Barratt of Toronto.
 Mr. W.A. Crosby was elected Captain of the fire brigade at the annual meeting. Officers are  
R. Nelson, M.F. Irwin, A. Coombe, secretary, E.J. Breen, treasurer.
 The new rink is completed. A curling club has been formed with the following officers:  
J. E. Gould, president; W.H. Hamilton, vice-president; E.J. Breen, secretary-treasurer.

The home of Joseph E. Gould, which was erected in 1875. The three ladies, sitting at a table, seem to be  
enjoying a cup of tea on the front lawn. Unfortunately their identies are unknown.
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Uxbridge Grand Trunk Railway depot in 1909.

Uxbridge Grand Trunk Railway station as seen looking north along Spruce St.
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January 1890
 John A. McGillivray of Uxbridge, was one of 37 men appointed  
as Queen’s Council (Q.C) by Sir John A. Macdonald in Toronto.
 John A. McGillivray, who now lives in Toronto, was elected mayor 
of Uxbridge, defeating Mr. A.D. Weeks by a 38 majority.
 Mr. F.N. Raines, Barrister, has moved to the office lately occupied 
by W.S. Black.
 Allan Gray, reeve of Scott Township was elected Warden of the 
County of Ontario.
 Mr. Gould’s new skating rink opened with the stirring strains of 
the Citizen’s Band. It is the best rink Uxbridge has ever had complete 
with waiting rooms, a lunch room, private lock drawer, an upstairs  
gallery at the front and on each side the entire length.

February 1890
 Mr. J.S. Todd was elected president of 
the Uxbridge Agricultural Society. Adam 
David, vice-president, George Dowswell, 
secretary, and Wm. Todd, treasurer.
 Mr. A.R. Stewart was elected president 
of the Curling Club in place of Mr. Joseph 
E. Gould, who resigned due to his duties as 
manager of the rink.
 Francis Keller, former owner of the Uxbridge Journal, passed away 
at his home in Uxbridge on February 13, at the age of 69 years.
 The new Methodist Church celebrated its first anniversary, with 
the services being well attended.

March 1890
 Council sets salaries for officers of the municipality for 1890.  
Clerk $200, treasurer $55, assessor $75, constable and road commis-
sioner $400.
 Mr. R. Doble closed his butcher business in McGrattan’s Block.
 Jonathan B. Gould sold his farm in Markham and moved to  
Uxbridge, buying Mr. H. O’Brien’s home on Franklin St.

1890

ALLAN GRAY
Reeve of Scott elected  
Ontario County Warden

FRANCIS KELLER
Journal owner dies

Chapter Six

Heading Into The
20th Century

1880 - 1889
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April 1890
 John Hardy of Epsom took over as mail carrier between Uxbridge 
and Port Perry, succeeding Jerome Tuchy, who held the position for 29 
years. Mr. Hardy died one month after taking over the route.
 Frank King resigned his position as market clerk and Mr. Frank 
Mooney was appointed his successor.
 Mr. D. Dowling begins the manufacture of violins in town.

May 1890
 John P. McCullough has leased the Haggas & Son foundry. Messrs 
Haggas & Son continue their business.
 Vandals destroyed some fences on Main St., threw Mr. Lord’s sign 
into the street and smashed a box in front of one of the stores.
 The Mechanics’ Institute annual meeting was held, with James 
Walker, elected president and Dr. Bascom, secretary-treasurer.
 The Times newspaper of this town has been sold to Mr. S.C. Smith, 
who has recently bought The Guardian. The two newspapers will be 
amalgamated
 The Hon. A.S. Hardy, Commissioner of Crown Lands addressed an 
immense audience in the Ontario Hall. 

 Reuben P. Harman, president of North Ontario Reform Association, was elected chairman.  
Isaac J. Gould is nominated as candidate for the next election.

June 1890
 Mr. C.E. Perry, photographer, has leased the photographic gallery above the Times-Guardian 
Block and has opened his business.
 Messrs Haggas & Son, founders and machinists, have dissolved partnership. The senior  
member, Joseph, continues the business, and his son John Haggas is going to Toronto.

The Methodist Manse, located on Second Avenue, was erected in 1878

R. FRED WILLIS
Purchases Drug Store
and moves to Uxbridge
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 John R. Feasby, 67, a former reeve of Uxbridge Township for nine years, and treasurer for the 
past three years, passed away June 11th. 
 Thomas Feasby, son of J.R. Feasby, was appointed as the new treasurer of Uxbridge Township.
 Thomas Todd of Bowmanville, has bought out Mr. J.W. Waddingham here.

July 1890
 Mr. R. Fred Willis, lately of Stouffville, has bought out Dr. Gould’s West End Drug Store in the 
Wheler Block.
 A large crowd turned out for the Mechanics’ Institute annual garden party held on Dr. Joseph 
Bascom’s lawn Tuesday evening.
 Mr. Ira G. Crosby was appointed as high school trustee following the resignation of Mr. H. 
McKay.
 The Oatmeal Mill will be under the management of Mr. A. Graham, of the Uxbridge Woolen 
Mills, who has leased it.
 Mr. D. Munro, who lives in the south-east part of town, was struck by lightning while in the 
cellar of his house and died within a few minutes.
 Mr. R.R. Elliot, editor of The Times, was entertained by a number of his political friends on 
Thursday evening at the Bascom House and presented with a gold headed cane. Mr. Elliot con-
ducted The Times for the first three years of its existence, until the company sold it. He left Friday 
for Niagara where he has bought a paper called the Gazette.
 Every evening lately the park pond in front of the Oatmeal Mill has been frequented by a 
crowd of bathers, wearing no suits.

August 1890
 The warehouse erected a few years ago by Mr. W.B. Stewart has been purchased by Mr. H.J. 
Gould and is being moved to the east side of the track between two other warehouses.
 Messrs A.T. Button and P. Widdifield have sold the patent rights to their car brake for the 
United States market to the Westinghouse Company.

September 1890
 Mr. Patterson is making improvements to his tannery. He is putting in a new 40 horse power 
boiler and building a brick engine room.

Andrew Patterson built this tannery about 1880 on the east side of Main St., north of 
Dominion St. It was later run by the Beal family until it burned in 1912
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 Mr. Ruddy has been granted a license to put in billiard tables and 
intends to put some in the large room upstairs in McGrattan’s Block.
 Mr. I.J. Gould is putting in a new flume at the sawmill and Gould 
Bros. are repairing the flume at the lower flour mill, extending from the 
mill south to the front end of the skating rink.
 Mr. A.D. Weeks announces a change of location after 20 years 
of business in the old stand. He has moved to his new store between 
Messrs John Watt & Co. and Mansfield and Gold’s on the opposite side 
of the street.
 W.A. Broddy announces he is retiring from business, and is selling 
off everything in his store over the next 30 days.

October 1890
 Dr. J.F. Taylor has placed in his dental rooms one of the new dental 
electric vibrators to assist in the extraction of teeth with no pain.
 The Uxbridge Organ and Piano Company are opening rooms at  
448 Spadina Ave., Toronto for the display and sale of their instruments. 
Mr. A.T. Button, president of the company will be in charge.
 The Mansion House has been sold to Mr. T. Bennett, late of the 
 Bennett House for the price of $10,250. He takes possession in January.
 Mr. A.B. Gould has sold his interest in the Uxbridge Pump Works 
and intends taking up farming again.

November 1890
 The manager of the rink is getting ready for the coming season. The curling club will meet in 
the club room to organize for the year.
 Public school inspector James McBrien speaks highly of the progress of the pupils at the public 
school, but says the school building must be put into proper repair.

December 1890
 The curling club reorganized with A.R. Stewart being elected president, and Dr. J. Bascom, 
vice-president.
 The fire brigade was called out to the Queen’s hotel, where they discovered a burning ash box. 
This is the third time the boys have been called to the Queen’s for the same reason.
 The Park Pond is a favourite spot for young people of this town to skate. It was literally black 
with a moving mass on Saturday.

The Mansion House hotel as it looked about 1900. The large brick hotel was built on the 
southwest corner of Brock and Toronto St. in 1871 by Joseph Gould.

MR. T. BENNETT
Buys Mansion House
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January 1891
 The skating rink was well patronized on Christmas day and throughout the holiday.
 Mr. Webb is giving up the hotel business and selling the contents of the Mansion House.  
Mr. Nelson is the auctioneer. The hotel has been taken over by Mr. T. Bennett.
 Andrew Patterson was elected as mayor of Uxbridge and H.J.Gould as reeve.
 Mr. M.F. Frankish and Mr. R. Moulds, both of this town were appointed county constables for 
Ontario County.
 Mr. Webb, late of the Mansion House has bought out Mr. Edmunds of the Plank House, or 
“Queen’s” as it has recently been known.

February 1891
 W.A. Broddy is advertising his business for sale, due to failing health.
 Reformers met at the Market Hall and appointed the following delegates to the convention: 
Messrs T.W. Chapple, I.G. Crosby, Andrew Patterson, I.J. Gould, Alex Graham, Wm. Smith, Dr. 
Bascom, A.D. Williams and R.P. Harman.
 Andrew Patterson applies to council for a tax exemption on his tanner, similar to the one given 
the Organ and Piano Company.

March 1891
 Mr. F.J. Pearce is the successor to W.A Broddy and is now ready for business in Broddy’s old 
stand, third and fourth doors west of the Mansion House, Uxbridge.

April 1891
 The Ontario Hall is about to get some attention from the painters, which it needs. Over the 
past 20 years the windows have been frosted, the ceiling and walls calcimined, the stage enlarged 
and electric lights introduced. Uxbridge would like to have a better hall, but we can not afford it. 
To put $5,000 in a hall would be a losing speculation. The Ontario Hall Co. have probably done the 
best they could.
 Mr. F. E. Davis and Mr. A.T. Button, two of the town’s old residents are leaving to take up  
residence in the city.
 Council grants the Uxbridge Band $85 to build a bandstand on Brock St., near Mr. M O’Neil’s 
property. The band will play on the bandstand once a week through the summer.

May 1891
 About 30 men and boys were out for the first day of trout fishing at the park pond. Some were 
there at 12 o’clock the previous night.
 The Uxbridge Lawn Tennis Club met at Francis Keller’s home on 
Church St., and elected Dr. J. Bascom president.
 John McGuire has resigned as manager of the Organ and Piano Co. 
He has purchased the factories inventory of furniture and intends open-
ing a furniture store in the Wheler Block.
 The firm of Smith and Somerville disolved their partnership as pub-
lishers of The Times. Mr. Smith continues the business.

June 1891
 The road machine used for shaping a road requires four horses to 
pull it and two men to handle it.
 Mayor Patterson issues a proclamation that all places of business be 
closed on Thursday afternoon from 12 to 2 o’clock, during the funeral of 
Sir John A. Macdonald.
 H.H. Bishop moves from the Wheler Block to the large store lately 
occupied by A. Pears, hardware merchant.
 The Organ and Piano Company employs 78 men and has paid out 
$21,779 in wages in the past year.

1891

ALEX GRAHAM
Uxbridge Woolen Mills
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July 1891
     Mr. R.F. Willis moves his West End Drug Store into the H.H. Bishop 
store, opposite the post office.
     The Salvation Army, for some weeks has been marching from its bar-
racks to the park for their Sunday afternoon service.
      Mayor Patterson of Uxbridge and Mr. A.D. Weeks conducted a 
temperance meeting in Port Perry, where the temperance sentiment is 
growing.

August 1891
     The new elevated sidewalk being built from Main to Toronto St. along 
Brock St. is progressing in front of the Bascom House.
      Mr. S.B. Todd, of the Uxbridge Carriage Works has had such a  
demand this summer he was completely cleared out of buggies.

September 1891
      John McGuire and John Galloway open their new furniture store, 
McGuire & Galloway carrying the largest of furniture, pianos and organs 
in the county.

         Mr. A. R. Stewart, a respected member of Uxbridge council, the school 
board and roadmaster of the railway, was killed in a train accident at the Lorneville Junction.
 Mr. H. Jones is building large stables on his property opposite the organ factory. Mr. I.J. Gould 
is building a storehouse for grain near the oat mill operated by Alex Graham.
 An Uxbridge pioneer, Bartholomew Plank, aged 72 years, has 
died. He at one time kept the Plank House and afterwards a hotel at 
Manchester.

October 1891
 Six men and three women were baptized in the stream behind 
the Oatmeal Mill and sawmill last Sunday, with 500 people lined up 
to the water’s edge to watch.
 James Harrison is elected to take the place of A.R. Stewart  
(deceased) on council.
 The Bascom St. Planing Mill, a 82’x50’’ building owned by R.P. 
Harman and occupied by Reid and Thirsk, was reduced to ashes on 
October 9. Loss to building and contents was about $6,200.
 Mr. C.E. Perry, photographer, is leaving Uxbridge to buy a  
business in Arnprior.
 Mr. F.J. Pearce, who took over Broddy’s old stand last February, 
died of typhoid fever. He had announced he was giving up business 
due to his health. Mr. Pearce was a young man of 29 years.

November 1891
 Uxbridge census reports: Population 2023, with 16 deaths during 
the year ending April 1891. There are 30 industrial establishments 
employing 392 people.
 Dr. David Baird moves his dental office from Jones’ Block to  
over top of D. McGillivray’s drug store.
 A chess club has been formed and will meet in the basement of 
the Institute. Officers are W.E. Carswell, H.J. Gould, Geo. Hamilton.
 The Uxbridge Philharmonic Society was organized with Dr. 
Bascom elected president, H. G. Park, vice-president; D. McGillivray, 
secretary-treasurer.
 Mr. Perry’s photography gallery has been taken over by Mr. A. 
Mustard, and old Scott boy and ex-pupil of Uxbridge High School.

December 1891
 One of the oldest and most respected residents of this section, 
Mary James, ‘relic’ (beloved survivor) of the late Joseph Gould, died at 
the home of her son Isaac J. Gould on  December 17.

DR. DAVID BAIRD
Uxbridge Dentist

MARY GOULD
Wife of Joseph Gould  

passes away
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January 1892
 Mr. W.H. Hamilton is elected mayor and Mr. H.J. Gould is re-elected as reeve of the village of 
Uxbridge. Mr. S. Flummerfelt was re-elected reeve of Uxbridge Township.
 Mr. E.A. Wood who operates The Low Price House on Brock St., has moved into the store 
lately occupied by Messrs Crane Baird & Co. in Wheler’s Block.
 The North Ontario Farmer’s Institute elected Leonard Burnett, Greenbank, president and  
William Thompson, of Uxbridge, vice-president. 
 Men are busy cutting and hauling trees out of the creek from the Sandy Hook Oat Mill, north 
to the townline.

February 1892
 A suspicious fire occurred at the Baptist Church and the blaze was extinguished with a few 
pails of water.
 The Uxbridge School Board met and elected Dr. J. Bascom, chairman and Thomas W. Chapple 
secretary-treasurer.

March 1892
 Dr. J.F. Taylor has sold his dental practice here to Dr. D. A. Smith and Dr. A.J. Edwards. Dr. 
Taylor is opening in Lindsay.
 The school board met and a report from the principals of the high school and public school 
show 87 attending high school, and 405 on the roll at public school.
 John McGuire, 57, died from ‘la grippe’ (influenza). He was one of the town’s leading citizens 
and important businessmen. He left a wife and eight children to mourn his loss.

1892

Charlie Jones store, next to Jones Hardware. Ice cream parlour was in the back.
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 Council petitions the Grant Trunk Railway Co. to build a new, larger passenger station, the 
present one being one of the worst in the area.
 Dr. F.H. Starr has located in town in the residence formerly occupied by Mr. Badgerow on the 
corner of Brock St. and First Ave.

April 1892
 George Burgess has take over as secretary of the Methodist S.S. from Mr. A.B. Weeks.
 Council meetings are changed to Tuesday nights, the second and fourth week of each month.
 A petition of 41 names was presented to council asking to have streets watered on Brock St. 
from the Dominion Bank to the Journal office.
 The annual sermon of the Nipissing Lodge, No. 79, I.O.O.F, Uxbridge was held at Methodist 
Church. The local lodge has a membership of 67 and meets weekly.

A map of Siloam and area as illustrated in the 
Historical Atlas of Ontario County 1877.
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May 1892
 Dr. J. Bascom, announces he will soon be leaving town and  
taking up residence in Toronto.
 James Walker was elected president of the Mechanic’s Institute 
at the 20th annual meeting of the organization, held in the Market 
Hall.
 The former furniture and undertaking business operated by 
John McGuire and John Galloway will be carried on in future by 
Mrs. McGuire and Wm. Low, under the name McGuire & Low.
 The fairground is crowded these nights with one side occupied 
by the lacrosse club, the other the football boys and the little fellows 
filling in the ends and corners.

June 1892
 The School Board regretfully accepted the resignation of Dr. J. 
Bascom who has served as a board member for 25 years. 
 Dr. Nation, so long known here, has taken in a partner, Dr.  
Robert F. Forrest.
 The Queen’s Hotel business has been sold to Mr. Alex Brawley 
of Toronto.
 Mr. S. Flummerfelt, the worthy reeve of Uxbridge Township and  
Mr. Davies landed 19 muskilonge, one weighing over 19 pounds in  
Lake Scugog.

July 1892
 Quick action by employees of the tannery avoided a disaster after sparks started a fire on the 
roof of the building.
 Salaries for town officers set by council - town clerk $200 per annum; treasurer $55; assessor 
$80; tax collector $80; and chief constable $400.
 Work has commenced on the foundation of a new storehouse at the rear of H.A. Crosby’s 
Block.
 Messrs John Bascom of the Bascom House and T. Bennett of the Mansion House were fined 
$20 for selling liquor after being forbidden to do so under the Liquor License Act.

August 1892
 The incandescent lamp in the window of MacDonald & Son’s jewellery store burst and about 
three feet of wire burned. Fortunately the blaze was noticed and extinguished.
 Two work bees were held to clean out the park pond and remove stumps. A lot of logs and 
trees were moved, making the water navigable now in almost every part.
 The shallow creek crossing Brock St. near Haggas’ foundry was a torrent five feed deep  
following one of the heaviest falls of rain every seen in the district.
 Mr. R.F. Willis, of the West End Drug Store has sold his stock and closed his store, preparing to 
take charge of Mr. D. McGillivray’s business.
 Council passed a bylaw to exempt Andrew Patterson’s tannery from taxation for 10 years, on 
condition that he keep employed an average of 25 men per day, per year.

September 1892
 The annual session of the Free Methodist Church in this town was held in the Ontario Hall  
on Sunday and was attended by large congregations.
 Mr. R. Doble has sold his butcher business to Mr. P. Kirby.
 The annual fall fair of the North Ontario Agricultural Society was held in Uxbridge on  
September 27 and 28. Large numbers of people arrived by train and it was a successful show.
 Dr. F. Black has resumed the practice of his profession in town at his office and residence on 
Church St., opposite the Presbyterian Church.

October 1892
 The fair concert in Ontario Hall was well patronized. Miss Patterson and Miss DeGeer of  
Uxbridge were the lady singers.
 The firemen of Uxbridge gave a very credible concert in Ontario Hall.
 The Sons of Temperance elected their new officer P.W.P. James Graham, W.P. George Burgess, 
W.A. Miss Lapier and Treas. E.D. Wilcox.

DR. R.F. FORREST
Joins Dr. Nation
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November 1892
      Charles Kelly is selling his harness business to Mr. J. W. Turner, a 
practical harness maker from Scott.
      The Revere House changes hands. Mr. Alex Watson sold to Mr. W. A. 
McCarthy of Toronto.
      Mr. D. Till, Greenbank, has a family of 13, of which nine are now in 
bed with typhoid fever.
      About 30 citizens enjoyed an oyster supper at Cherpaw’s, in honour 
of Mr. R. M. Noble, barrister, who is leaving Uxbridge to go to Canning-
ton.

December 1892
      Mr. O’Neil has moved from Market store to the Harmon A. Crosby 
Block, a few doors west of the Mansion House.
      Big crowds of skaters have been at the park pond every night during 
the past week.
      The Uxbridge Fire Brigade elected its officers for the year 1893.  
Captain E.R. Anderson, 1st lieutenant; R. Nelson; 2nd lieutenant, A 
Coombe; secretary J. Ewen; treasurer A.W. Crosby.
      Mayor W. Hamilton and Reeve H.J. Gould were re-elected for anoth-
er term on Uxbridge council.
      Bros. Thomas Hardy of the Masons of Zeredatha Lodge, Uxbridge, 

was presented a handsome Past Master’s jewel on his retirement from the position of Worshipful 
Master of the Lodge.
 John Hunter wins the contest for deputy reeve of Uxbridge by a majority of 16 over  
John St. John.

January 1893
 In Uxbridge Township Reeve Flummerfelt retired and 1st Deputy Reeve Asa Millard was 
elected by acclamation. George Dowswell defeated W.H. Todd in the race for first deputy reeve  
by 32 votes.
 Scott Township re-elects John Blanchard over Arnold Dunn by a majority of 160.
 The ice at the rink was covered with skaters as it opened under management of J.B. Gould 
Monday afternoon with inspiring music by the band.
 The proprietor of the Queens Hotel has put on a bus, to meet the morning and evening trains.
 The curling club have arranged to use the east side of the rink all winter for $60.
 Nipissing Lodge I.O.O.F. installed its officers for the coming year. B. Vicars J.P.G.; Horace  
Bascom N.G.; W. McCullough V.G.
 Mayor Hamilton hosted an oyster supper at Cherpaw’s for members of the old council,  
reporters, town collector and chief constable.
 Mr. S. A. Flummerfelt was appointed Clerk of the Township of Uxbridge, replacing Mr. Mc-
Cullough who is moving to Stouffville.
 Isaac J. Gould, ex-M.P.P., Reuben P. Harman, president. of the Reform Association, and  
Thomas W. Chapple, Liberal Candidate for the Legislative Assembly were delegates from North 
Ontario at the Liberal meeting in Toronto.

February 1893
 Dr. W.A. Sangster has located in Uxbridge in the former office of Dr. F.H. Starr at the corner of 
Brock St. and First Ave.
 A telephone has been placed in the Queen’s Hotel again, so now you can order your drinks  
by telephone.

1893

CHARLES KELLY
Sells harness business
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 More than 500 skaters and spectators, some in costume, attend the 
first carnival of the year on the Uxbridge rink.
 About five o’clock Thursday, February 2, a fire started in the old 
tin shop of the late Henry Thompson on Main St. and quickly spread 
north to the Ontario Hall, and south to a house owned by Mrs. H. Jones, 
destroying all buildings before firemen could stop the blaze. The loss to 
the Ontario Hall Co., which let the insurance expire a few weeks ago will 
be about $1,500.
 Mayor Hamilton received a letter from the Grand Trunk Railway co. 
stating the town’s request for a new station was being considered among 
projects for 1893.

March 1893
 Mr. L.E. Nix has sold his Central Confectionary store, opposite the 
market, to Mr. M. Allin, who intends to carry on the business.
 A company of Toronto sportsmen have bought Weir’s pond, and 
leased the land traversed by the stream. They intend to stock it with 
10,000 silver trout and prohibit fishing for three years.
 Ruddy’s Liquor store in the Henry Block was gutted by a fire which 
started in the middle of the store. The plate glass windows were broken 
and most of the contents spoiled. 
 W.A. Broddy has leased his old store in the H.A.. Crosby Block with the intention of commenc-
ing business in Uxbridge again.

WALTER SANGSTER
Passes Medical Exams

The Uxbridge Creamery, located on the north side of Mill St, just east of Toronto St. (see map) during the 1890s.
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April 1893
 Mr. Thomas Thompson has leased the Sandy Hook grist mill and is turning out a good sample 
of work in stone flour, corn meal, rye flour, graham flour, etc.
 The brick house on Main St. north, owned by Mrs. William Hamilton was badly damaged by 
fire. Mrs. John Bell and her daughter had to hurry out to save themselves and the contents were 
destroyed.
 Brownscombe and Ross offer the contents of Henry & Co.’s bankrupt stock sale at less than 
wholesale cost.
 Mr. R.P. Harman is elected president of the Piano and Organ Co. and will also fill the position 
of bookkeeper.
 About 10,000 speckled and silver trout were placed in Weir’s Pond by the Toronto syndicate.
 Mr. W. Ruddy will be leaving town in a few weeks to go into business in Sault Ste. Marie.

May 1893
 Plate glass is being put in the front of Messrs Watt & Co.’s stores by the owner of the building, 
Mr. A.T. Button.
 A gypsy encampment was stationed on the vacant stretch of green on the east side of the park 
pond. It has become a favourite place for these nomads on their yearly migrations.
 William McCraken purchases the business and good will of William Ruddy and opens at the 
old stand three doors west of the post office, in the Henry Block.

June 1893
 The Colby brothers are building a double house down at Sandy Hook.
 Merchants agree to close their stores between three and five o’clock to give all hands a chance 
to attend the first lacrosse match of the season between Uxbridge and Lindsay.
 The Marsh Hill Creamery commenced 10 days ago making 30 lbs. of butter a day, and has 
already increased it to 240 lbs.
 Andrew Patterson has bought a portion of the swamp land to the north of his tannery from 
J.E. Gold and is enlarging his yard in that direction.
 Mr. C.H. Nix re-opens his harness business after enlarging and remodelling the store.
 Gould Pond on Toronto St. south is being used by young men and boys to bath nude, without 
concern for young and elderly ladies who promenade in the area.

July 1893
 A large crowd attended the Uxbridge firemen’s garden party on Dr. Bascom’s lawn on  

This view of a section of Uxbridge shows the rear of some of the buildings on Main St. destroyed by fire in 1893.
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Dominion Day. The yard was lighted by electricity and the band was  
in attendance.
 A large crowd, including Uxbridge residents, attend the Sons of 
Temperance excursion from Port Perry to Washburn’s Island last week.
 Repairs are in progress to the foundation of the north wall of the 
public school which caved in. Mr. James Walker is in charge of rebuild-
ing the wall. The caving of the wall has cracked the plaster and the floors 
of two rooms need replacing.
 The residence of John Ashenhurst in the western part of town was 
burned down. His neighbours forced open the door to arouse the  
sleeping inmates.

August 1893
 Mr. T. McGrattan was in Toronto for a couple of weeks lately per-
fecting his invention of a new style of furnace.
 A new telephone service is being improved by the addition of a 
metallic circuit. The new lines, from Toronto to Lindsay, were completed 
to Uxbridge this week.
 About 400 people from Uxbridge packed the train to attend the 
excursion of the Methodist S.S. to Toronto, where they went over to Island Park.
 Sparks from an engine started a fire north of the big bridge and burned rapidly over a field on 
Harrison’s farm, endangering Gould’s Flour Mill, but  was brought under control after a vigorous 
struggle.
 Prompt action by the firemen extinguished a fire at Vyvyan’s tailor shop, which was caused by 
sparks from the stove on the lower floor. Loss to stock and building is $600.
 Bell Telephone revised its rates for five minute conversations, charging according to distance, 
at one-half cent per mile. 

September 1893
 Mr. Fred Francisco has bought the well 
known butcher business recently carried on by 
Mr. S. Jackson.
 Work has commenced on building a new 
flume across Brock St. in front of the market. 
About 40,000 feet of timber will be used at a 
cost of about $500. What the place really needs 
is a strong stone arch. The excavation shows 
various layers of gravel which show over the 
course of a few years, that the road there has 
been raised several feet. The new flume will be 
built higher and therefore have to support less 
weight.

October 1893
 The 80 acre Thornton property on the 7th 
conc. of Scott was sold by auction to Dr. Horace  
Bascom for $1,000.
 The Uxbridge Journal doubles its size from 
four to eight pages to accommodate the de-
mands of its advertisers.
 Mr. Weeks’ fine bust of the Old Chieftain 
has been revived with fresh gilding.
 The barbers of town have decided to close 
up their shops at 8 p.m. except on Wed., and 
Sat. evenings.

November 1893
 Several tramps have occupied free  
lodgings in the Uxbridge  fire hall since the  
cool weather set in.

Henry Thompson’s Hardware store destroyed by fire in 
1893. It was located on Main St., approximately the site 

 of the present Uxbridge Music Hall.

CHAS. H. NIX
Harness maker
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 Mr. Webster’s store at Udora had his safe blown open and $200 was 
stolen by burglars.
 About 70 friends dropped by for a surprise party for Mr. and Mrs. 
S. A. Flumerfelt, who are moving to Goodwood.
 Dr. R.F. Forrest has returned to Uxbridge after spending the past 
year studying in Europe.
 Bread is selling at five cents a loaf as a result of the reduction in 
flour.
 Mr. W. P. Widdifield put 6,000 speckled trout in his pond at Siloam 
measuring about six inches long.
 Mr. E.A. Wood will take possession of the corner store in the Wheler 
Block next week.

December 1893
 The business directory lists three doctors and two dentists in town. 
They are Dr. R.F. Forrest, Dr. W. A. Sangster, Dr. Fergus Black physicians; 
and Dr. Baird and Dr. D.C. Smith, dentists. Two veterinarians are also 
listed, Dr. M.H. Crosby and Dr. M.W. Plank.
 A shooting gallery for rifle practice has been started in town.
 The Piano and Organ Co. has decided to continue business at least 
until its annual meeting in the spring.
 Election of new officers at the Zeredatha Masonic Lodge - Worshipful Master M.H. Crosby.
 The demand for electric lights in town is slightly ahead of the supply.
 The IOOF is making arrangements with the bank block to purchase it and convert it into a 
large public hall. 

MARCUS H. CROSBY
Veterinarian

A railway bridge, which came to be known as the ‘Big Bridge’ was constructed over the mill pond near the Gould 
Brothers flour mill at the north east side of Main St. north, about 1870. The ‘blur’ of a train is pictured above, as it 

speeds across the railway bridge. The picture was taken in 1886 by Uxbridge photographer John A. Lord.
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January 1894
 The Town of Uxbridge elected Jonathan B. Gould as mayor for 1894. Harvey J. Gould was 
elected by acclamation. Other results: Scott - Township Reeve Blanchard; 
Reach Township Reeve James Munro and Uxbridge Township Reeve Asa 
Millard by acclamation.
 A thick crust of ice left by a sleet storm was used extensively for 
skating. In fields next to town the boys could skate two or three miles to 
visit each other.
 Dr. Black’s buggy collided with a rig owned by James Dunsheath 
one dark night last week. The shaft of the doctor’s buggy was broken and 
the axle bent, but he was not injured.
 The Oddfellows figure the cost to convert the bank block into a hall 
would be $4,000. They have abandoned the plan and are now considering 
constructing a hall and curling club together on Bascom St.

February 1894
 The telephone company is engaged in putting higher poles in place 
of the old ones. The new poles are 50 feet to get the wires above the trees.
 The Lasher & Collins planing mill, east of the Goodwood station, 
was destroyed by fire.
 The Canadian Order of Oddfellows held their annual supper at the 
Mansion House.
 Employees of Mr. J.F. Brownscombe called unexpectedly at his residence on the occasion of his 
birthday to present him with a handsome secretary table.
 New weigh scales are needed and there is talk of changing the site of the town scales to the 
front of the market building.

March 1894
 A report for the high school shows the average attendance at 93 out of 98, and of the public 
school 352 out of 430.
 Mr. J.S. Gould and William H. Keller travelled to Aurora to inspect a round silo, 18’ in diam-
eter and 20’ high, constructed with two inch planks 20 feet long.
 Mr. M.W. Plank has sold his verterinary practice and will be moving to the United States.
 Mr. H.B. Pollock has disposed of the stock of his general store business to Mr. J. Fletcher 
Brownscombe, and will be moving to Goderich to carry on a boot and shoe store.
 Mr. W.P. Widdifield travelled to Toronto for results of testing of his 
patent friction brake, being used on one of the cities street cars.
 Capt. Spence has made arrangements with Messrs. Bell and Button 
for use of their land for a rifle range.
 Bread being advertised at 8 cents a loaf delivered, 7 cents a loaf at 
O’Neil’s West End Baker.

April 1894
 Mr. Lord has moved to his new stand opposite the Market to the 
building formerly used as a fruit store. He has enlarged and renovated 
the gallery and it is one of the best in the province.
 John T. Elliot, V.D.S. has bought the veterinary practice of M. W. 
Plank. Office at the same location, eight doors south of Dominion Bank.
 Mr. James Thompson of Toronto, is returning to Uxbridge to open a 
hardware and house furnishing store.
 A preliminary meeting to discuss forming a Board of Trade was 
held at the Mansion House. Mr. James Watt was elected to the chair.

1894

JAMES WATT
Board of Trade chairman

JONATHON B. GOULD
Elected mayor 1894
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    Dr. F. Black has sold his medical practice to Dr. D. Gould, formerly of this town and recently  
of Oakville.

May 1894
 The resignation of Mr. Ira G. Crosby as treasurer was received and accepted by council.  
William Hamilton was elected to assume the position at a salary of $55.
 Members of the Brookdale Trout Co.  put about 100,000 young trout in Weir’s Pond before 
trout season opened. Mr. W.P. Widdifield added 50,000 trout to his preserve in Siloam.
 The assessment roll shows the population of Uxbridge at 1,944. Number of dogs is 106, cattle 
166, sheep 73, hogs 285 and horses 179.
 Mr. Charles Gould is building a large barn, 55’x95’ on his property near town.
 The Uxbridge Bicycle Club was formed with Dr. H. Bascom, president. The town has about  
20 wheelmen and runs are to be inaugurated at once.
 Dr. W.A. Sangster, Physician, Surgeon and Acupuncture, office and residence corner of Brock 
and First Avenue. Dr. Sangster has a telephone connection.
 Dr. Gould has commenced his practice in town with his office on Church St.
 Messrs W. Hamilton and R.P. Harman appointed as Justices of the Peace for the town.

June 1894
 J.F. Brownscombe sells his Claremont store and opens a new one is Stouffville.
 Gould’s Bank, beside the Mansion House, was robbed during the night. The front door and 
vault door were blown out and the thieves made off with about $3,600.
 The raising of Mr. C. Gould’s barn was attended by a couple hundred people and the work  
of putting up the whole frame took less than one hour.

July 1894
 Mr. A.W. McCarthy has 
sold the Revere House to Mr. 
Finch, of Toronto.
 A travelling rope walker 
gave an exhibition in town, 
walking from above A.D. 
Weeks’ store to the Crosby 
Block opposite.
 One of the town’s oldest 
residents, John Bascom died. 
He resided in Uxbridge for 
more than 60 years and was 
the proprietor of Bascom’s 
Hotel for many years.
 T.W. Thompson’s dam 
at the Sandy Hook mill gave 
way due to digging by musk-
rats.
 The Queen’s Hotel 
has changed hands, Mr. 
A.Brawley is selling the busi-
ness to Mr. E. Derusha.

August 1894
 A large iron pipe, from 
the organ at the Presbyterian 
Church fell, landing in the 
empty chair usually occupied 
by Miss Gould, who had 
taken Miss Bustine’s place at 
the organ.
 Council passes a bylaw 
to construct a drain along 
Franklin St., north to Plank 

The palatial home of Charles Gould located in the west end of Uxbridge.
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St, to an outlet on Main Street and to borrow $345 for completing 
the job.
 Parliament created a new statutory holiday known as Labour 
Day, but in Uxbridge many of the businessmen are indifferent, while 
some announce their intention of closing.
 The people of Uxbridge were disgusted Sunday morning to find 
vulgar posters warning against a resident of the town who was said to 
be living in adultery.
 September 1894
 Mr. T. Todd has sold his bakery and confectionary business to 
Messrs Hawley and Wiley of Napanee, and will be moving back to 
Bowmanville.
 Council authorizes Mr. Crosby to speak with the manager of the 
Bristol Co. about converting the Dominion Bank Block into a town hall 
with a seating capacity of 700, on a ten year commitment.
 Fire destroyed the Marsh Hill Creamery of Mr. Tomlinson, along 
with $600 worth of butter.
 Painted wood blackboards at the high school were replaced with 
new slate boards. The large slates cost $64 delivered to the school. 
Uxbridge is the first town in Canada to adopt slate boards.
  North Ontario Agricultural Society’s Fall Fair took place in Uxbridge.
 October 1894
 Charles W. Small offered for purchase the entire stock in the warehouse rooms of the Uxbridge 
Piano and Organ Co. which was closing out immediately. 
 A number of the old employees of the Piano and Organ Co. are forming a co-operative to run 
the factory, which is said to be winding up. They are starting to make 25 organs.
 The large carriage works, blacksmith and woodworking shop, and brick residence of William 
Todd was destroyed by fire. The loss was more than $10,000 with only $4,000 covered by insurance.

CHARLES SMALL
Uxbridge Piano Co.

Uxbridge High School, located on First Avenue, was the first high school in Ontario to use slate blackboards.
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November 1894
 Commencement exercises held at the high school were heavily at-
tended. Mr. Hanna suggests that an assembly hall is needed and should 
be added at the back for large assemblies.
 Edward C. Campbell, Barrister-at-Law, was appointed Police  
Magistrate for the Town of Uxbridge.
 Uxbridge councillor S.M. Kennedy tendered his resignation as he 
has moved from town. Council opted to let his term run out, since he 
was only two miles from town.
 A meeting was held at the Mansion House to organize a curling 
club for the town. President T.W. Chapple, M.P.P., vice-president W. 
Hamilton, Sec. Treas. E.J. Breen, Patrons Mr. and Mrs. I.J. Gould.
 Mr. I.J. Gould is building a bridge across the railroad track south of 
Brock St. to provide a road to his property west of the track.
 Clerk Wm. Nelson of Brock Township, is laid up with an injured 
leg, the result of being kicked by his horse.
 A new railway bridge has been built over the pond at the north side 
of the town. Extra men were working Thanksgiving day and the change 
was quickly made from old to new.
 December 1894
 Isaac J. Gould, representing the directors of the Mechanics’ Institute asked council to purchase 
20 storm windows, at a cost of about $40, for the hall to make it more comfortable.

      Mr. T.C. Nicholls has returned to Uxbridge after six years in business 
in Port Perry. He has purchased the drug and stationery business of Mr. 
Weeks.
      Thirty three people join the new curling club which will use one side 
of the ice all the time and have all the ice one day a week.
      James Watt resigns as trustee of the School Board in preparation for a 
run to become mayor.
      Members of the Zeradatha Lodge, No. 220 elected the following  
officers: W.M. Bro J. Hardy Johnston, I.P.M. Bro. M.H. Crosby, S.W. Bro. 
Dr. H. Bascom, J.W. Bro. H.J. Gould.
      The firemen elected officers for the coming year: Captain John Ewen, 
1st lieutenant, James Graham, 2nd lieutenant. A. Skene, secretary C.E. 
Rainey and treasurer W. Low.
      Messrs Mansfield and Gold have disposed of their entire stock of dry 
goods and groceries to Mr. C. Bicknell, who has taken over the business.
      The stable and outbuildings of Mr. C. Asling was destroyed by fire. 
Mr. Asling is postmaster and storekeeper at Epsom.

T. C. NICHOLLS
Purchases Weeks drug 

and stationery store

THOMAS W. CHAPPLE
M.P.P.
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January 1895
 Municipal election results. J.B. Gould elected mayor of Uxbridge 
Town; George Dowswell elected reeve of Uxbridge Township; Jesse 
Cook elected reeve of Scott Township.
 The Uxbridge Piano and Organ Co. make an offer of $3,000 to settle 
a suit with the town over money owed to the corporation in return for 
keeping possession of the building.
 An oyster supper was held for William H. Todd of Goodwood who 
is departing to set up his carriage business in Stouffville, after losing 
everything in a fire last year.
 Mr. F. Mooney’s market store was robbed with the burglar getting 
away with a few hundred cigars, 40 lbs. of pipe tobacco and some pipes. 
This is the fourth time the store has been robbed.
 Messrs Andrew and William Milne have decided to erect and  
operate a Cheese Factory in Leaskdale. They also intend to put in a  
butter plant to manufacture butter.
 Mr. J.F. Brownscombe has bought out Mr. E.A. Wood, who intends 
moving to Orillia to open a store.

1895

HARVEY J. GOULD
Ontario County Warden

The Dominon Bank, southeast corner of Main and Brock St., Uxbridge. To the right is Hardy’s Block. 
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 The Board of Trade advertises for an experienced man to oper-
ated a cream and cheese factory in the town of Uxbridge, offering a 
building and power at a nominal cost.
 Mr. Harvey J. Gould was elected as Warden of Ontario County 
during the first meeting of County Council held in Whitby.

February 1895
 Mr. Isaac J. Gould was unanimously re-elected chairman of the 
school board at the first meeting of the board for the year. Mr. Thomas 
W. Chapple was re-elected as secretary-treasurer.
 A fierce winter storm hit the area, forcing schools to close, roads 
were blocked for miles and the train was unable to get through from 
Friday until Monday.
 Messrs Watt & Co. have disposed of their grocery stock to Mr. 
A.T. Button, to put more attention into their dry goods business. Mr. 
A.E. Wood has closed his business due to hard competition.
 C. Wade of the Revere House was charged with selling liquor 
on Sunday and selling liquor to a drunken man and was fined $30 by 
Police Magistrate Campbell.
 Town of Uxbridge auctions off the three storey brick store, 
known as Mansfield & Golds’ in the centre of the business section, for 
default in payment of taxes. It was purchased by Henry Jones.
 Mayor Gould was authorized to sign an agreement with the Piano and Organ Co. in which the 
Co. will pay $3,000 to the town and the Corporation shall release all claims and execute a discharge 
of mortgage.

ISSAAC  J. GOULD
School Board Chairman

The mill on Mill St., photo taken from in front of the dam at the Electric Light Pond on Toronto St., south.
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March 1895
 Walter Vernon has purchased the liquor store business of William 
McCraken. Mr. McCraken asks for all parties with kegs, cases, bottles or 
jugs belonging to him returned within two weeks.
 Dr. Walter A. Sangster has sold his Uxbridge practice, at the corner 
of Brock St. and First Avenue, to Dr. D.A. Clark of Toronto. Dr. Sangster 
leaves for Stouffville to set up practice.
 J.E. Gould closed the ice rink on March 23, but because the ice was 
still in good shape, the Young Canadian Club held a carnival and skate.
 April 1895
 The Uxbridge Lacrosse Club elected its officers for the coming year. 
Honourary president James Nokes, honourary vice-president J.F. Brown-
scombe, president A. Graham, 1st vice-president E.J. Breen, manager 
William Low, captain J.A. Kerr.
 The public school in Manchester is closed on account of an  
epidemic of chicken pox.
 Thomas Foster died in Toronto last week at the age of 79 and was 
buried here. He formerly resided in Sandy Hook.
 The Piano and Organ Co. accept the offer of Chareles Small to purchase the buildings and 
plant. He hopes to start the company up again later on.
 On one street in Gouldsville, between the two mills, there reside 60 children under 13 years of 
age. Divided among 17 houses this gives an average of nearly four to a home.
 The fish preserve of Widdifield and Dike at Siloam was stocked with 250,000 speckled trout 
from the Credit Forks hatchery.

May 1895
 The Uxbridge liquor store was relocated in the Dominion Bank Block on Main St.
 Mr. B.H. LePar has opened a new general store in Udora.
 The annual meeting of the Mechanics’ Institute was held in the Market Hall. Officers elected 
for the year are President James Walker, Secretary  Treasurer W.H. Keller, Librarian Mrs. Willis.
 Opening day of trout season was good for several fishermen. At Widdifield and Dike’s pond 
at Siloam, about 400 trout were caught.
 John Whitney has taken possession of the hotel in Epsom and is fitting it up neatly.
 The railway station house is being remodelled and promises to have a much improved look 
soon
 The Sons of Temperance hold an open meeting in the hall of the Dominion Bank Block.
 The Sons of England held their annual parade with brethren marching from their lodge room 
on Brock St. to the English Church.
 June 1895
 The brickyard north of town is now running at full blast and 
shingles are being made as fast as steam can make them at R.P. Har-
man’s lot. The shingle mill is being run by Messrs Catherwood and 
Mitchell.
 James Nokes has bought the west end livery business from Mr. 
Hutchinson and will keep both barns open and has 20 horses on 
hand.
 Uxbridge No. 5 Company of the 34 Battalion of Ontario County 
has been ordered out for 12 days drill. S.S. Sharpe, Captain of No. 5 
Co. will issue recruits new outfits, including tunics, trousers, forage 
caps, haversacks, canteens, etc.
 The Leaskdale Cheese Factory is running well. It is large and 
clean with cement floors, shining milk tanks and has a cool store 
room.
 Mr. Samuel B. Todd is building a couple of buggies with ball-
bearing axles. One for Dr. Bascom and one for himself.
 Two hundred men took part in the raising of a new barn and 
straw house at  Fred Feasby’s, Uxbridge, Township. Other barn raising 

E.J. BREEN
Vice-Pres. Lacrosse Club

SAMUEL S. SHARPE
Captain No. 5 Battalion
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coming are at the farms of John Meek, James Meek and George Clark.
 Thomas W. Chapple and family sailed for Liverpool, England by steamer “Vancouver” and 
will be absent for about two months.

July 1895
 Mr. W.J. Kester of Zephyr is putting up one of the finest barns in this part of the country. It is 
140 feet long by 75 feet wide, said to be a gift to him.
 James Phair was working in Houck’s gravel pit on the townline between Uxbridge and Reach 
when a bank gave way and covered him up to his neck. Phair was dug out but was doubled and 
bent like an old man. F. Wilkinson and W. Fralick escaped with little injury.
 Bicycles are getting quite common in Epsom. There will likely be a large demand for these 
machines as they are not like horses that require feed.
 Mrs. Alma Dale of this town has been granted the power by the Government to legally  
perform the marriage ceremony.
 August 1895
 Council instructs the police chief to caution bicycle riders about riding too fast on the side-
walks in town. Call for bylaw to stop riding, but council opts to warn those who ride too fast.
 A new barn of large dimensions was raised for Robert Stretton by Charles Ruttle of Udora  
this past week.
 Local businessman agree to commence closing their stores at 9 o’clock on Saturday nights. 
Twenty-seven businessmen agreed to the new hours.
 William Gordon’s shingle mill at Udora was damaged by the boiler exploding and an employ-
ee named Andrew Thompson was killed. The building is a complete wreck.
 The public school replaces it’s old glossy wood style blackboards, which require painting ev-
ery year, with two new slate blackboards which have a combined surface of 35 feet by 3 feet.

September 1895
 Mr. A.D. Williams has sold his boot and shoe business to Mr. A.T. Button.

The Dominion Bank and Planks Hotel, on left, in this 1890s view of Brock St. looking west towards the hill.
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 A fence will have to be built around the market building, and the 
windows barred with iron, for it seems there is no end to burglarizing 
attempts.
 Uxbridge has received a new addition to its legal fraternity. Mr. 
D. Whiteside, late of Toronto, has opened an office in the front rooms 
of the Jones’ Block.
 Jesse Cook, reeve of Scott Township purchased 45 acres adjoin-
ing Zephyr from Mr. Harrison. This is the second farm Mr. Cook has 
bought this fall.

October 1895
 Eber Byams, the mail carrier between Uxbridge and Port Perry 
was carrying mail to Uxbridge when a runaway team of horses came 
tearing up behind him. The road being narrow, he couldn’t get out 
of the way and he was tossed into the ditch, but fortunately was not 
injured.
 The old boiler and engine at the piano factory have been  
replaced.
 The Udora gristmill is up and running after a thorough overhaul-
ing in the water works department by W. Wilson of Uxbridge.
 The town is currently being lighted by nine electric lights of 2,000 candle power. Town fathers 
are considering securing three more lights for $65.
 William Coombe, a tailor in this town for 33 years, died this week leaving a widow and four 
children.
 Reports surface that Uxbridge will be called upon to consider an electric railway from  
Port Perry, by way of Manchester ,and Uxbridge to Kincardine.
 November 1895
  Dr. D.C. Smith, has sold his dental practice to Dr. Ganton of Toronto and will be moving to 
Stouffville to set up practice.
 A  wagon loaded with about 100 apple barrels passed through town. The wagon was very 
long, with 18 barrels side by side in a row.
 Indians visiting town, camping near Greenbank, say they are the great grand children of the 
great Chief Brant.
 N.F. Paterson, Q.C. after an absence of three years in England, has returned to Canada and has 
opened a law office in Uxbridge in the Jones’ Block.

JESSE COOK
Reeve Scott Township

The northwest corner of Brock and Main Street, looking north, about the turn of the century.
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 December 1895
 One of the town’s most valued citizens, Mr. A.D. Weeks is leaving, to move closer to his  
children attending schools in Toronto. Mr. Weeks has been a familiar figure for 35 years.
 Joseph E. Gould, proprietor of the park pond rink, opened for three days of good skating. 
Children under 12 will be excluded after 9 o’clock this season.
 Officers for the fire brigade were elected at the last meeting of the year. Capt. J.A. Graham, 1st 
lieutenant A Kene and 2nd lieutenant J.T. Elliott, secretary C.E. Rainey and treasurer Wm. Low.
 A new flour and feed business has been started in the store formerly occupied by Mansfield & 
Gold, by John E. Disney. The store is located two doors west of the Queens Hotel.

 January 1896
 Council for 1896 - H.J. Gould defeats F.N. Raines to become reeve of Uxbridge. The remain-
der of council was acclaimed - Reeve J.B. Gould, Deputy Reeve Charles Kelly. Councillors William 
Foster, James Richards, J.A. Lord, S.B. Todd, C.H. Nix, H.A. Crosby, W. Low, J. Cherpaw and A.W. 
Crosby.
 Wood for the schools is being supplied by Hugh Monroe of Epsom. He was the lowest tender 
of eleven submitted prices.
 Sons of Temperance for Uxbridge Division 139 new officers: W.P. Bro. Samuel Farmer, W.A. 
Sis. J. McNeil, R.S. Bro. A.W. Crosby, A.R.S. Sis. N. Jones, F.S. Bro. C.M. Wilson.
 Professions advertised in the Business Directory: Legal - N.F. Paterson & D. Whiteside:  
Medical - Dr. D.A. Clark and Dr. R.F. Forrest: Dentist - Dr. D. Baird and Dr. W.F. Ganton: Veterinary 
- John T. Elliot and M.H. Crosby.

1896

Uxbridge town clerk, A.D. Wiliams installs phone in his Main St. home.



The First 100 Years - UXBRIDGE

12�

 Mr. Thomas Chapple is putting in a system of steam heating at his 
house on Dominion St. This will be the only residence in town with a 
steam heating system.
 February 1896
 Mr. J.A. Strachan purchased the blacksmith shop, opposite the Man-
sion House, from S.M. Nix.
 Roofs of businesses and homes in town are heavily loaded with snow 
after a large snowfall last week. Quite a group of men were at work clear-
ing the rink roof and other buildings in town.
   Council discusses the possible purchasing of the agricultural buildings 
and grounds from the Uxbridge Driving Park Association.
 Mayor H.J. Gould, has disclaimed his seat as mayor and the seat has 
been awarded to defeated election candidate F.N. Raines. Mr. Gould de-
feated Mr. Raines 279 votes to 64 last month.
      Mr. A.D. Williams, the town’s clerk, has had a telephone installed in his 
residence.
                                               March 1896

      Thomas McGrattan has sold his stove business to Reuben P. Harman.
      Mr. Duncan Campbell, our local merchant tailor, has returned from 
his business trip to Manitoba and the North West with a large number of 
orders.
     An ice house to hold 400 blocks has been  built by Mr. Gould near the 
electric light mill, where the cream separating is to be done this year.
     The worst winter storm of the season stopped passenger trains from 
reaching Uxbridge for three days. About 100 men formed a work gang 
between Uxbridge and Goodwood to dig the tracks clear. One snowbank 
extended about three-quarters of a mile and was ten feet high.
     A section of one of the oldest buildings in town, the Cowan store on 
Main St., was pulled down this week.
 April 1896
      Mr. A.D. Weeks is one of the worthy applicants for the position of 
County Registrar, made vacant recently by the death of Mr. Perry.
     There are said to be four couples in this town living together as man 

DUNCAN CAMPBELL
Local merchant tailor

N.F. PATERSON, Q.C.
Sets up law practice

Henry Jones Hardware building with its covered stairway leading to the second floor, contained about eight small 
offices and stores during the 1890s. Construction began on this building in August 1885 and many thought it would 

never stand, being built over the creek, so Mr. Jones is said to have placed a Bible in the foundation. 
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and wife illegally. In other words they are unmarried. In one case two children have been born and 
in another, one child has been born.
  The Independent Order of Oddfellows in town have leased the large store and second flat 
next to the Dominion Bank for three years and will fit up the store for town hall purposes until a 
proper hall can be built.
 Council agrees to purchase the agricultural buildings and property for $1,600 if the Agricul-
tural Society agrees to lease the property for 10 years.
     Mr. R. Gilpin is taking over the Revere House from Mr. Wade.
 Business at the piano works is improving. Mr. George McGuire is back from the city and Mr. 
Small is running the business carefully and thinks it should be a fairly good year.
 May 1896
 Mr. D. Stouffer of the Stouffville Creamery announces that he will start separating cream in 
Mr. Isaac J. Gould’s mill immediately.
 One quarter of the total acreage of Reach Township is swamp and woodland. There is prob-
ably not another township in the county with over 13,000 acres of swamp.
 Alex Leslie, has bought the Bascom House hotel for a good round sum in cash from the  
Bascom estate. Mr. E.C. Burton has been hired to run the hotel business.
 Council proceeds to purchase the agricultural grounds after E.J. Breen, secretary of the North 
Ontario Agricultural Society agrees to pay $125 per year rent for a period of ten years.

June 1896
 The flume running from Brock St. north to the flour mill has been raised, braced and repaired 
by Messrs Gould Bros.. A gang of a dozen men was employed to do the work.
 Mr. Keller, editor of The Journal, suggests that the town needs a dumping ground and points to 
an area to the west side of Wheler’s pond to be filled up so a road could be built on it.
 Over 4,000 lbs. of milk is now being brought daily to the cream separator, being operated by 
D. Stouffer in Gould’s mill.

A load of wool arrives outside Walter Lapp’s store by horse drawn wagon, circa 1900.
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 July 1896
 Mr. Isaac J. Gould is about to tear down the saw-mill at park pond, and is considering a 
scheme for supplying power to the town for water mains and houses for domestic purposes.
 Charles Small, of the Uxbridge Piano Co. surprised the congregation of the Baptist Church by 
smuggling in a new pulpit to replace the old one, without anyone knowing of his generous gift.
 Mr. T.W. Thomson has sold the Sandy Hook milling business to his brother P.M. Thomson.
 There has been a good wool crop this year. It is estimated that about 25,000 lbs. of wool were 
brought here this season.
 The furniture and undertaking business of McGuire and Low have moved into the store for-
merly occupied by E.A. Wood, two doors west of their present stand.
 Six rigs of Indians from Scugog Island passed through town, bound for Sutton to visit their kin 
on the Simcoe Reserve. While in town they sold a lot of pretty baskets that they make.
 August 1896
 Mr. E.C. Campbell, who had practised law in this town for about 30 years, died in Whitchurch.
 Chief Wright made an appearance at the park pond to warn young boys about swimming 
without a bathing suit and to order them out of the mill where they have been breaking and steal-
ing fixtures.
 Uxbridge people have begun to appreciate the fact that tennis is a very fine game and that the 
Uxbridge Tennis Club is one of the best in the province.
 Mr. A.T. Button, one of the town’s earliest merchants has decided to re-open a general store 
business in the store lately occupied by John Watt & Co.
 Mr. C.S. Goodrich was elected to the position of school board trustee.
 Mr. Crosby introduced a fire limit bylaw which regulates that all buildings erected in the 
downtown shall be constructed of brick.
 Capt. Samuel S. Sharpe calls for a meeting of non-commissioned officers and men of No. 5 
Company to meet at the Mansion House to organize for future rifle matches.
 September 1896
 Construction on the Zephyr town hall is underway with the foundation ready for the frame, 
with exception of the corner stone which will be laid with great ceremony on October 7.
 Council’s action to keep all riders of bicycles off the sidewalks was met with resentment by 

Residence of C.S. Goodrich at the corner of First Ave. and Dominion St.
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local riders, who suggest that riders who speed should be prohibited, 
but not all riders.
 An old Uxbridge landmark, the saw mill at the park pond owned 
by Isaac J. Gould, was torn down last week.
 Harry Solley found the body of a baby boy while repairing a 
board under the warehouse of R. Nelson, near the railway track east of 
Brock St. It was wrapped in a newspaper with the placenta. An inquest 
will be held into the death of this innocent child.
 October 1896
 Local butchers, King, Winfield and Clark attend council to ask for 
some protection from meat peddlers who come from outside the town 
to sell meat in winter.
     Mr. Isaac J. Gould has sold his pond property to Alex Graham. He 
asked council for $150 per year for water privilege and necessary  
accommodation for pumping house.
     The cornerstone of the new Zephyr hall and market were laid by 
Messrs Thomas W. Chapple, M.P.P. and W.H. Hoyle of Cannington. 
The building will be brick clad.
     Mr. Canavan, owner of the Wheler Block is considering converting 
the two end stores into  a first-class hall, complete with circular gallery and seating for 800 with 
opera chairs. He intends to ask the town for exemption of taxes for 10 years.
 November 1896
 Alex Graham announces he has the new oatmeal machinery in operation in the mill and is 
prepared to pay the highest price for all good white oats.
 Agencies of the G.T.R. in small and larger communities are to be closed. The Uxbridge G.T.R. 
agency closes up business this week and tickets will only be available at the station.
 The commencement exercises of the Uxbridge High School was held with the Honourable 
John Dryden, Minister of Agriculture acting as chairman.
 The winter supply of liquor and beer has been brought in by the hotel men of this town. It is 
reported that 3,520 gallons of beer and 155 cases of ale have been laid in store.
 The saw and shingle mill of Taylor Bros. at Udora was burned to the ground.
 Mrs. H.J. Gould fell while boarding a moving train and if it had not been for the quick action 
of George Thompson she may have lost her arm and leg, which were laying over the track.
 December 1896
 Recently elected officers of the Uxbridge Loyal Orange Lodge: W.M., M.H. Crosby; D.M., J.W. 
Kydd; chaplain- E. Cherpaw, treasurer- G.A. Kerr, recording secretary- J. Greigg.
 A meeting of hockey enthusiasts at the Mansion House had a large attendance. Officers elected 
for the Uxbridge Club: Honouralbe president- James Nokes, president- C.E. Rainey, vice-president.- 
A.T. Button Jr., secretary-treasurer W.J. Young.
 The opening of the new Methodist Church, Greenbank took place on Sunday, December 13. 
The building cost $5,800 to build, which has all been promised by the congregation. Building con-
tractors were Messrs Reid and Thirsk of Uxbridge.
 A fire at McGown Bros., started from an exploding lamp, was quickly put out by local  
firemen who quenched the flames in four minutes. Damage was estimated at $185 to the building 
and $2,000 to the stock.

GEORGE THOMPSON
Rescues Mrs. H.J. Gould
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January 1897
 Thomas Galloway issues a writ against Gould Bros. for $2,000 for 
money spent by the corporation on repairs to the water flume during 
1885, 1893 and 1895. Gould Bros. react by forbidding the town to use 
any water coming from their pond, south of Brock St., for any purpose 
except those provided for in the agreement.
 Harmon A. Crosby proposes that the land surrounding the town 
be divided into three acre lots for homes for people who want to retire 
in the community, but not be completely idle.
 The Uxbridge Times came into the hands again of its owner and 
formidable editor, Mr. S.C. Smith.
 Reuben P. Harman is elected mayor of Uxbridge defeating his op-
ponent J. Hunter 213 to 92 votes. James Richards defeated H.A. Crosby 
for the position of reeve.
 Six or seven hundred people attend the first carnival of the season 
on the Uxbridge Rink which featured costumes, races, music by the 
Uxbridge band and a hockey game.
 February 1897
 The Uxbridge Fire Brigade reports to council they received eight fire calls during 1896, of 

which two were ones that required 
the services of the firemen. The 
brigade now has 21 active mem-
bers.
       Mr. S.B. Todd has decided to 
clear his stock of new cutters and 
sleighs by auction to make room 
for his implement business.
       The stock and trade of the un-
dertaking and marble business of 
the late John H. Lapp was offered 
for sale by auction.
      Messrs Isaac J. Gould and Dr. 
Bascom were re-elected to their 
posts as chairman and secretary of 
the Uxbridge School Board for the 
next year.
      Three sleighs, loaded with 
members of the Presbyterian 
Church, drove to the home of Wm. 
Munro on the 7th conc., Scott for a 
sleigh ride and social.
 March 1897
    James Hamilton was killed 
when his arm got caught in a ma-
chine at the Uxbridge Organ fac-
tory, pulling him into the machine 
and around a shaft.
      The 50’x200’ car sheds at the 

1897

R.P. HARMAN
Elected mayor of Uxbridge

The Sharpe residence on First Avenue occupied by W.A. Mansfield.
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railway yard are being torn down, and the timber moved.
      Former Mayor J.B. Gould was honoured at a large gathering of 
friends at the Bascom House, prior to his moving to Markham.
 April 1897
 Residents of a meeting to discuss a new hall will request council to 
enter into an agreement with Mr. Canavan to proceed with work on his 
building to provide a good hall with a seating capacity of 700 at a cost 
not to exceed $100 per year.
 The Uxbridge Lawn Tennis Club elected their new officer for 1897 
- President Dr. Bascom, vice-president, Dr. D.A. Clark, corresponding 
secretary, W. McKinnel, secretary-treasurer F. Willis.
 Fred Chinn has purchased the stock and business of the west end 
butcher shop from Mr. Clark. Mr. A.C. Wiley is closing down his west 
end bakery and moving to Toronto.
 Thomas McGrattan has bought back his old business from R.P. Har-
man, east of the Bascom House, with a full line of stoves and tinware.
 John A. Lord advertises that he has the largest camera in the county 
and he makes a speciality of large groups or life-sized portraits.
 Mr. R. Nelson has moved to Mr. J.B. Gould’s house on Marietta St.  Mr. W.A. Mansfield is mov-
ing to Mrs. Sharpe’s house on First Avenue.
 McGuire and Low purchased the furniture stock of J.H. O’Brien to sell in their store in the 
Wheler Block.
 Two sample rooms are scheduled to be built for the Bascom House on Brock St. this year, 
which will necessitate the removal of the band stand.
 John A. Lord recommended to council that a plebiscite be taken on the subject of a new hall for 
the town on Friday, May 7th.
   The town passed a curfew bylaw providing for the ringing of a bell at 9 p.m., after which hour 
it will be unlawful for any child under 15 years of age to be on the street.
 May 1897
 Henry Jones offers to build a farm hall the same size and style as the one destroyed by fire, on 
the same site, or any other suitable site for $1,000, excepting the seating. 

TOM McGRATTAN
Hardware businessman

The Bascom House was built in the 1870s on the north side of Brock St., Uxbridge. 
In 1897, the ‘Sample Rooms’ were built on the west side of the hotel, as a separate building.
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 Council withdrew the advertisement regarding a plebiscite.
 Duncan Campbell is closing out the gents furnishing department of his business.
 Council provided $75 to the Jubilee Committee to help organize a program of music, fire-
works, races and procession on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s 60th year as Queen of England.
 June 1897
 The town’s Triple X, five-band, white tank, red wheel watering cart was placed in service this 
week and seem to be just what was needed.
 Thomas Bolster, a resident of Uxbridge for almost 50 years died. He opened a store on the site 
of the Dominion Bank after arriving in the town from Reach Township
 Mr. S.A. Flummerfelt of Goodwood, clerk of the Township of Uxbridge, has been appointed 
agent of the Canada Permanent Loan and Savings Co.
 The North Ontario Farmers’ Institute elected their officers. President Thos. Feasby, vice-presi-
dent. R.S. Webster, secretary-treasurer Joseph E. Gould, auditors S.A. Flumerfelt, James Harrison.
 The hands on the north side of the clock on the Mechanics’ Institute have been moved for 
repairs and are very much missed.
 Dr. D.A. Clark was married to Miss Olive, only daughter of Alonzo D. Williams, our town 
clerk, at the family residence on Main Street.
 Uxbridge celebrated the Jubilee of Queen Victoria with a procession through town headed 
by marshals on horseback from town to the park. In the procession were the Citizens’ Band, town 
council, Board of Education trustees, Zephyr Band, fire brigade, and school scholars.

July 1897
 Mayor Harman and Deputy-Reeve Foster received a $200 grant from Ontario County Council 
to put towards repair or replacing the park pond bridge.
 Mrs. George Sharpe died on Monday, June 30th after a long illness. She was the relic of the 
late George Sharpe who conducted the Mansion House Hotel and later the Plank House for many 
years.
 Two brothers, William and Sam-
uel Barber, aged 22 and 24, drowned 
while bathing in the former Weir’s 
Pond, now called “Brookdale” pond, 
about two miles south of town.
 A special service was held for the 
re-opening of the Baptist Church after 
renovations. Mr. W.H. Rudman has 
painted the ceilings and walls with 
frescoes.
 Joseph E. Gould has a picture 
taken of his new round silo and 
writes an article in the paper about 
round silos. His stave silo has a 
capacity of 30 tons and can be built in 
24 hours. Mr. Gould also has a 140 ton 
silo which cost about $75. to erect.
 A great improvement has been 
effected in the Wheler Block by the 
putting in of plate glass fronts at the 
different stores.
 August 1897
 William and James Moore, who 
live near Sandford, narrowly escaped 
death after drinking water from a 
vessel which had been mysteriously 
spiked with arsenic. 
 Ice has been scarce this year due 
to the hot summer. For the first time 
in history, ice had to be shipped to 

The 30 ton round stave silo at Joseph E. Gould’s farm
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town. Mr. C. Jones brought a load over from Port Perry.
 Hotel keeper Tooley, of Manchester, has pleaded guilty and been 
fined $20 and legal costs for selling liquor after 10 o’clock at night.
 Council accepted Mr. Gould’s offer to provide an auxiliary pump at 
his mill, keep it in good order, and to fill the pipes once a day with water 
for $75 per year, for a ten year period.
 The bridgemen’s workshop in the railway yard, the last relic of the 
prosperous days of the old Nipissing, is being torn down and moved to 
Allandale this week.
 Our genial former townsman, A.D. Weeks, grand treasurer of the 
Sons of Temperance, addressed members of the Epworth League here 
last week.
 A burglar drilled a hole in the post office safe and tried to blow the 
door off, but was noticed by Marcus H. Crosby, who lives next door, and 
the thief ran off when confronted.
 September 1897
 Mr. Nutting, principal of the public school, purchased the Stewart 
property on First Ave. and is improving both residence and grounds.
 A new switchboard has been placed in the telephone office here. It 
is smaller, more convenient, less noisy and up to date with the best in the large city offices.
 A negro by the name of Elmer Thomas, was hanging around town last week for a couple of 
days, being the first of his race seen in town for a long time.
 Another paper of the county is for sale - The Port Perry Standard.
 A decision has been made to keep the west end of the Wheler Block for stores and drop the 
town hall idea.

S. B. TODD
Proprietor of Uxbridge  

Carriage Works

Staff of the  A.T. Button store on Brock St., Uxbridge gather outside the store for this late 1800s picture.
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 Mr. Isaac J. Gould has decided to put in a new electric light plant 
and to inaugurate the incandescent system, which is cleaner and more 
convenient, and provides a superior quality of light.
 October 1897
 The Hon. A.S. Hardy, Premier of the Province arrived in Uxbridge 
by morning train to officially open the North Ontario and Uxbridge 
Township Agricultural Fair. The Premier was taken to the fairgrounds in 
a handsome carriage lead by the Uxbridge band.
 The annual convention of Ontario County teachers was held in 
Uxbridge, presided over by President M.L. Nutting.
 Mr. Ira G. Crosby, who carried on business at the old No. 1 stand on 
the corner, has moved his business across the street into the brick store of 
Henry Jones, two doors west of the Queens Hotel.
 The $2,000 suit of  Thomas Galloway against Gould Bros. regard-
ing repairs undertaken by the town, to the flume under Brock St., was 
dismissed. The judge said the town acted sensibly in reconstructing the 
flume, and assessed cost against Mr. Galloway.
 Thomas W. Chapple, M.P.P., District Deputy Grand Master of the 
11th Masonic District, commenced his series of official visits by making 
his own Uxbridge Zeradatha, No. 220 the first visit.
 November 1897
 The incandescent lights were started last week in town. Messrs Button and Brody have put in 
meters. The new system sheds a soft bright light and that is not hard on the eyes.
 Firemen worked for hours to put out a big blaze in the centre of town, which started on the 
roof of The Times building. Fortunately no one was hurt and the firemen fought the fire all night.
 A hundred thousand bricks and an equally large kiln of tiles are being burnt at Jones’ Brick 
yard.
 Mr. S.B. Todd is building a new implement warehouse beside his carriage factory.
 Mr. S. Farmer, a valued member of The Journal staff for three years, 
is now working in Toronto.
 December 1897
 Mr. S.C. Smith has purchased the vacant lot between The Times 
building premises and the Bascom House on Brock St.
 Officers elected to the Fire Brigade - Captain William Low, 1st 
lieutenant A. Skene, 2nd lieutenant. E.R. Anderson, secretary T. Leask, 
treasurer A. Brownscombe.
 Mr. J. F. Brownscombe is operating a store called the Uxbridge 
Produce Store along King St. West in Toronto, selling butter, eggs and 
poultry from many well known butter makers in Scott, Brock, Reach and 
Uxbridge townships.
 The entire council for the town of Uxbridge has been determined 
except for the mayor. The contest will be between William Foster and 
James Richards. Reeve is J.H. O’Brien and Deputy Reeve C.H. Nix. 
Uxbridge Township Reeve James. I Walker; Scott Township Reeve James 
Quigley.
 M.W. Plank, V.S. has bought out J.T. Elliot, to whom he sold his 
business a few years ago.

SAMUEL FARMER
Leaves “The Journal’ staff

M.W. PLANK
Veterinarian
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January 1898
 A few Uxbridge people attended the horse races on Lake Scugog at Port Perry last week. Mr. 
Wheler’s horse was winner of one of the races.
 A grand sleigh ride and social was held at William Thompson’s house, 7th conc., Scott by the 
Young People’s Society of St. Paul’s Church.
 The Curling Club commenced its season play. Officers of the club elected at the first meeting 

were President Col. N.F. Paterson, 1st vice-president Dr. Clark, 2nd 
vice-president Wm. Hamilton, secretary C.E. Lee.
 Chief Engineer of Uxbridge, William McGuire handed in his  
resignation at the last meeting of council for 1897. Mr. McGuire is 
leaving town.
 M.W. Plank, veterinary surgeon begins to advertise his old stand, 
three doors south of the Dominion Bank on Main St.
 The town of Uxbridge last year spent $205 on its poor, the town of 
Whitby spent $287.
 February 1898
 A petition from the Board of Directors of the Public Library was 
read to council, requesting the town to take over the library and make 
it free to the citizens of the town. The council agreed with the recom-
mendation and passed a Free Library By-law.
 A committee consisting of John A. Lord and T.C. Nicholls were 
appointed to investigate the cost of erecting a town hall suitable to the 
needs of the town.
 James Carnegie, reeve of Port Perry was elected Warden of Ontario 
County for 1898.
 Mr. A.T. Button is now occupying the A.D. Williams house on 
Main St., which he bought some time ago, but will continue working 
his farm east of town.

 Ice cutting on the park pond is now in progress, but the quality of the ice is not as good as in 
former years.
 Uxbridge C.P.R. ticket office has been re-opened with Mr. A.W. Crosby of Crosby Bros., as 
agent. The G.T.R. town agency has also been re-opened with E.D. Wilcox as agent.
 John Warriner, working on the Blanchard farm in Scott Township, was bitten on the leg by a 
boar, severing an artery. Before help could arrive the man bled to death.
 Charles Small of the Organ Factory reports that business is very brisk and he can scarcely keep 
up with the orders. He has 33 men employed trying to keep up with the work.
 March 1898
 A complimentary supper was held by the members of the Uxbridge Fire Department to hon-
our their Chief Engineer William McGuire for his years of service to the brigade.
 Road and Bridge Committee reported to council that the archway under Brock St. is in very 
bad condition and needs to be repaired. Estimated cost for repairs was $400.
 The committee to investigate a new town hall are waiting for a petition from the citizens  
requesting a bylaw be prepared for a hall before proceeding any further.
 The Brookdale Trout Co.’s has three ponds and a hatchery south of town. James Weir looks 
after the property and in 1896 raised 75,000 fish.. This year he has raised nearly 300,000 speckled 
beauties.

April 1898
 S.B. Todd advertises he has a very large stock of the best hand made buggies he’s ever had, 
priced from $80. He also sells factory buggies beginning at $63.
 An early morning fire in the rear of Mr. Lord’s bakery, was brought under control by fireman 

1898

WM. THOMPSON
President of North Ontario 
Agricultural Society 1897
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but the inside was completely burned.
 The Uxbridge Cycling Club is being organized and held a meeting at the public library to elect 
their officers. President, Mayor William Foster, vice-president, W. Hamilton, secretary.-treasurer, 
H.A. Croxall; captain N. Wagg; lieutenant, Horace Chapin.
 The Methodist Church in Epsom intend on bricking their church and improving the interior.
 May 1898
 J.W. Barker intends to open a dental office over Lapp’s marble works, opposite Plank House.
 A new electro-plating industry has been started in town by Mr. S.C. Smith. All kinds of goods 
are re-plated in gold, silver, copper, nickel and white metal, from jewellery to larger items.
 A fire was averted at Brownscombe’s Block, where smoke was found in one of the millinery 
work rooms on the second floor. Quick work by the firemen put the fire out, but the room was 
badly burned.
 June 1898
 James Harrison has brightened the appearance of his residence on Brock St. east by removing 
the verandah and building a portico.
 The Beal Bros. Tannery which has been closed for almost a month, pending a dissolution 
settlement between the partners is operating again. George Beal takes over the business.
 Dominion Day entertainment under the auspices of public library for benefit of librarian was 
be held on Dr. Bascom’s lawn. Admission 15¢. About 300 people attended

July 1898
 A load of 700 lbs. of fine wool from J.A. McGillivray’s farm was bought by E.J. Breen. Loads of 
this size are rare.
 A number of local men have been fishing on Lake Scugog. H.J. Gould, E.J. Breen, T. McGrat-
tan, W. Winfield, A. Coombe, James Reid and S. Jackson report they made a good haul of nice bass.
     

Market Day in Uxbridge was alwasy busy as can be seen in by this picture which shows the north side of Brock St. 
circa 1895. The Market Building, Fire Hall, Bascom Hotel and United Church steeple are plainly in view.
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      Work got underway on a new archway under Brock St. for the creek 
to pass.
     Hartley Vyvyan stepped in front of a boy riding on the sidewalk, 
and he fell against the plate glass window of McGillivray’s drug store, 
smashing the glass into several pieces.
     In a very interesting game of baseball against Port Perry, Uxbridge 
held on to defeat the fledgling Port team by a score of 17-15.
     An immense barn, about 66’ x 108’ was successfully raised without ac-
cident on the farm of Mrs. Leask at Leaskdale this week.
 August 1898
     Scott Township ex-reeve Jesse Cook has commenced the erection of 
his new residence on Nelson St., Zephyr, which is going to far surpass 
anything in the village.
      A meeting of temperance works was held in the basement of the pub-
lic library to organize for  the prohibition plebiscite campaign.
      A large gang of gypsies  drove into town, their conveyance consisted 
of a large caravan, a light wagon and two buggies with good horses.
      Workmen are engaged putting new timber beneath some of the frame 
buildings on the south side of Brock St., opposite the fire hall. The stone 

arch has been completed on the north side of the street.
 September 1898
 The number of councillors in this town next year will be reduced to six, plus the mayor.
 The Brock St. arch has been completed by contractor H.T. Love, using Thorold cement instead 
of lime, which should make it very durable and last for a long time.
 Isaac J. Gould, Charles Gould and Duncan Campbell have all returned from different trips to 

HARTLEY VYVYAN
Uxbridge merchant

 A block of stores on the south side of Brock St., near the corner of Bascom St. about 1895. The businesses  
included, from left: Cherpaw’s Baker, Dr. David Baird, dentist on upper floor, D. McGillivray’s drug store and  

W. Hartley Vyvyan’s tailor shop.
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Dakota, North West Territories and Manitoba following business trips.
 R.M. Noble, barrister has opened a new law office next to  
C.H. Nix.
 Richard Dales, an employee of the organ factory here for 25 years,  
is leaving town to operate the store he purchased in Balsam.
 Members of the high school athletic society - Honourary President 
H. G. Park, President R.W. Carr, Vice-President, E.J. Breen, Secretary 
 Ed Blanchard, Treaurer J. Cooney, Manager Mr. Carr.
 Results of the plebiscite vote on the question of prohibition “Are 
you in favour of the passing of an act prohibiting the importation,  
manufacture or sale of spirits, wine, ale, beer, cider and all other alcohol-
ic liquors for use as beverages”, are as follows: Town of Uxbridge voted 
150 for 89 against; Township of Uxbridge 217 for 137 against; Reach 
Township 436 for 171 against.

October 1898
 The Marsh Hill post office will be closed on and after the first of 
October.
 Friends and colleagues of His Honour Judge Thomas W. Chapple 
honoured him with a banquet at the Mansion House in Uxbridge before 
his departure from town for the Rainey River District.
 Lt. Col. N.F. Paterson, Q.C. and Samuel S. Sharpe, B.A. have formed a partnership, with offices 
in the Jones Block, Uxbridge and Toronto. Mr. Ormiston has closed his Markham law office and 
will give full attention to the Uxbridge business.
 Mr. Crosby for the Fire & Water Committee, recommended that a place for drying hose be 
prepared in the bell tower at a cost of about $90. John Parks was given the contract.
 November 1898
 Council introduces a by-law to close up a part of Gould St, 21 feet by 180 feet on the south 
side, to validate the title of the land on which buildings of the Beal Bros. were built years ago.
 Miss Fellows sold her half of the 
frame building on Brock St., opposite 
the fire hall to E.D. Wilcox, who now 
owns the whole building.
 Council intends to take action 
against boys who destroyed prop-
erty Halloween night. Not a bridge 
or sidewalk railing in town was left 
in position, some sidewalks were 
ripped up and fences demolished.
 W.A. Mansfield starts this week 
in the produce business and will buy 
regularly at the market.
 Council received a petition 
from 21 residents, asking not to close 
Gould St. Mr. Patterson explained 
that the whole street was not being 
closed, only a portion.
 A gas plant was installed at the 
Methodist Church. There are over 70 
gas jets in the building and more are 
to be added. Installation of the plant 
cost $300.
 Mr. Haggas has made an acety-
lene gas plant for his foundry and 
machine shop and intends to light his 
house by the same system.

JOHN HAGGAS
Foundry owner.

A section of the Gould St. was closed for Beal’s Tannery.
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 December 1898
     A huge new engine for the electric light plant arrived this week.
     The rink this winter will be run by George Annis. The building is 
declared safe, but is being reinforced with extra braces after recent heavy 
snowfalls.
      The annual reorganization meeting of the Uxbridge Hockey Club was 
held in the parlours of the Plank House. Officers elected: President C. 
Ed. Rainey, Vice-President J.H. Chinn, Captain G.H. Campbell, Treasurer 
W.R.S. McLeod, Secretary L.E. Mooney.
      A public meeting was held at the Market Hall to discuss a domestic 
water system for the town. Speakers included Dr. D. Baird,  T.C. Nichols, 
Dr. D.A. Clark, Rev. A.J. Reid and R.P. Harman.
     W.C. Winfield has bought F.J. Chinn’s butcher business in the Wheler 
Block.
 Uxbridge Mayor William Foster was returned for a second term 
after  other nominees H. A. Crosby and Alex Graham declined to run for 
the office. In Uxbridge Township, Reeve J. Millard was acclaimed.

 Arbitrators handed down their decision in the case between the Beal Bros.  George Beal takes 
over the tannery business and is to pay R.M. Beal $60,028. Arbitration costs are about $10,000.
 

January 1899
 Councils for 1899: Uxbridge Town - Mayor Wm. Foster, councillors C. Kelly, James Reid, James 
Richards, C.H. Nix, T.C. Nicholls, John Hunter.  Township of Scott - Reeve James Quigley, council-
lors Joseph Barton, Wm. McLeod, John Flummerfelt, E. Bain.  Township of Uxbridge - Reeve J.H. 
Millard, councillors T.P. Griffiths, John Monley, Price Pugh, Ira Lamb.  Reach Township - Reeve 
Thomas Lamb, councillors John T. Doble, Robt. M. Holtby, Wm. Stephen, John Boys.
 Henry Jones get the contract for supply of two foot lengths of hardwood for the public school 
at a cost of $3.18 per full cord.
 Samuel S. Sharpe, was selected as the town’s solicitor at a fixed salary of $40.

       Duncan Campbell, merchant tailor, has purchased the three storey  
Vanhorn building next to Plank House and will be moving in soon.

       John Alfred Lord, photographer in Uxbridge for more than 30 years 
goes out of business.
       Officers for the North Ontario Agricultural Society - President Wm. 
Thompson, 1st Vice-President Peter Christie, 2nd Vice-President H.J. 
Gould, Secretary-Treasurer E.J. Breen.
 February 1899
     Telephones have been installed in Alex Graham’s Oatmeal Mill and 
W. Winfield’s butcher shop.

          In curling news, Port Perry defeated Uxbridge by three shots.          
The Uxbridge curlers were very hospitably treated by the Port 
Perry team.

     The Uxbridge Piano and Organ Co. have an order from Mr. C.H. 
Amey of Cannington for 50 organs of a special design.
      The new brick church at Sandford was opened for services. It is 
quite an improvement on the old frame building, having a furnace 

and gas plant. The Uxbridge orchestra provided the music at the 
opening.

       Alonzo D. Williams, who served as the first and only clerk of 

1899

DR. D. A. CLARK
Uxbridge Physician

WILLIAM THOMPSON
President of the North

Ontario Agricultural Society
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Uxbridge since its incorporation, passed away. He leaves his wife, three 
sons and one daughter.
 March 1899
 After a long debate as to whether Mrs. A.D. Williams should as-
sume the position of clerk held by her late husband, council appointed 
instead a young man, Mr. J.W. Gould. Salary was fixed at the old rate of 
$200.
 T.W. Horn of Toronto, a former Utica boy, intends to build a new 
hall with a capacity for 400 as a gift to the village of Utica. Work to com-
mence as soon as the weather will allow.
 Mr. Turner of Peterborough has leased the old John A. Lord photo 
gallery.
 The Citizen’s Band to hold a smoking concert in the Market Hall. 
Program to consist of music, songs and readings. Pipes and tobacco 
furnished free. Admission 15¢. Ladies will not be excluded but may not 
be able to stand the smoke.
 Mr. Isaac J. Gould’s electric light pond dam sprung a large leak. The 
trout preserve that stocked the pond a couple of years ago will mourn 
the loss of a lot of good fish.

April 1899
 Uxbridge Piano & Organ Co. is getting a good reputation all over Canada. They have been 
supplying the largest retail store in Toronto for some time, and have made shipments to Vancouver, 
Winnipeg and Halifax during the last month.
 Mr. B. Davidson has just issued his annual catalogue for fanning mills, bee hives and sundry 
bee supplies. He has one of the neatest and best managed factories in the country.

DAVID A. TURNER
Uxbridge Photographer

The Journal office, was located at on the southwest corner of Church and Brock St., Uxbridge, during the 1890s.
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 Mr. A. Graham is preparing to build a cooper shop near his oatmeal mill.
 Council receives letter from I.O.O.F., Toronto asking what the town would be willing to do if 
the society decided to convert No. 1 and No. 2 Wheler Block into a town hall.
 May 1899
 Councillor Nicholls suggests it is time the town secures a new drill shed and armory.
 A fire in Manchester, two days after the ‘Local Option’ began, destroyed the hotel, sheds and 
an adjacent blacksmith shop. Mr. Tooley barely had time to escape without injury.
 Councillor Richards, reporting for the Road and Bridge Committee submitted that new 
bridges were needed on Mill St., Pond St. and on Brock St., west of the railway tracks.
 A number of Uxbridge brethren attended the dedication of the new Masonic Hall in  
Port Perry.
 Mr. J.A. Richards has bought the two east stores in the Wheler Block, the one occupied by  
himself as a bakery and the other used by Mr. S. Anderson as a barber shop.
 The section men on the Grand Trunk Railway went on strike for an increase of pay from $1.00 
to $1.25 per day.
 Mrs. Alma G. Dale expects to attend a meeting in the “Friends Meeting House” on May 31st.
 June 1899
 The increase in bicycles this year is remarkable. It seems as if nearly everybody had a wheel, 
and there is a noticeable increase this spring over last year.
 A barn raising was held for Joseph E. Gould, who is erecting a new stable, 60’x78’ on his farm 
adjoining the town. He will also have two silos, 14’x30’.
 Council adopted a report from the Fire and Water Committee which recommended the laying 
of 672 feet of pipes and two hydrants on First Ave., from Brock to Dominion St., at an estimated 
cost of $1,100.

      The firemen took out Old No. One, 
as they call the fire engine and found 
it in good working order. The engine 
is scarcely ever used. Tonight they 
will test the hydrants.
    The Northern Hotel and stables, op-
erated by Mr. Gordon of Utica, were 
burned to the ground. The property 
was owned by Mr. James Cleland. 
Two horses and a calf were burned in 
the stable.

July 1899
    Over 150 delegates attended the an-
nual meeting of the Whitby and Lind-
say Association of Baptist Churches 
held in the Baptist Church, Uxbridge 
for three days.
     Miss Mable Card has been hired 
as a permanent operator for the Bell 
Telephone Co. in Uxbridge because of 
the extra amount of switching in the 
local office.
 Mr. D. Baird has been boring for 
water at his place on First Ave. The 
experiment will cost about $1.25 per 
foot. He found good water at 133 feet, 
spending nearly $200 to do so.
 August 1899
 The village of Zephyr’s has one of 
the most handy men that a commu-
nity can be blessed with.  Mr.  M.N. 
Dafoe, serves as Justice of the Peace, 

The Uxbridge Hockey Club 1899-1900. 
Back row, Charles Kelly and A.J. Coombe. Second back, left, James 
Nokes, Hon. Pres., C.E. Rainey, Hon. Vice, J.A. Ker, President, H.J. 
Gould, S. McLeod.  Second front, left, P. Gordon, J. Coombe. J.H. 
Chinn, Treas., L.E. Mooney, Secretary, G.H. Campbell, Capt. Front 

left, Charles Reid, William Nolan and Jonah Lott.
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commissioner for the High Courts of Justice, and an insurance agent.
 The Presbyterian Church, at on Quaker Hill, is undergoing  
repairs. Members of that church are attending Chalmers Church, Ux-
bridge until they are completed.
 The old drill shed at the park was purchased by J.A. McGillivary 
for $85. He will move it to his farm and make a sheep house of it.
 James Vanderburg, one of Scott’s oldest and most respected resi-
dents, was struck by the incoming express train at the Brock St. cross-
ing, killing him almost instantly after his horse bolted and ran in front 
of the oncoming train.
 September 1899
 The Bell Telephone Co. have installed the calculagraph, for tim-
ing conversations, placed in the central office in Uxbridge. All future 
conversations will be timed by this new clock machine.
 Due to a number of close accidents, and the recent death of James 
Vanderburg at the Brock railway crossing, council will request the 
Grand Trunk Co. to make provision for either gates or flagman to 
guard against accidents in future.
 Brownscombe’s store is incorporated into a joint stock  
company to be called the J.F. Brownscombe Co., Limited with capital stock of $35,000.00. President 
J.F. Brownscombe; secretary-treasurer,  H.A. Croxall
 Stephen Laur, an Uxbridge farmer fell over the dashboard of his buggy and was dragged 
home between the shaft and wheels. His head was frightfully battered and he was stone dead.
 Dr. Horace Bascom of Uxbridge has been appointed Associate Coroner for the County  
of Ontario.
 October 1899
 Work has begun on the new town hall for Utica. Mr. Jacob Dafoe turned the first sod on  
Thursday October 5, 1899. 
 Mr. D. Campbell will be the first in town to use the Luxfer prism glass. This glass throws light 
into dark sections of a store or room of any kind.
 Brother A.D. Weeks, the provincial organizer for the Sons of Temperance Society, gave an  
address and installed new officers for this quarter in Uxbridge.
 Poles for the new telephone line from Uxbridge to Epsom have been placed along the  
roadside.
 The large brick residence belonging to the Sharpe estate is to be rented after December.
 Dr. Horace Bascom received permission from council to erect telephone poles on Plank St.

M.N. DAFOE
Justice of the Peace

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church and grave yard in Quaker Hill, just west of Uxbridge.
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November 1899

 Mr. Isaac J. Gould bought a car load of western cattle in Toronto  
for winter feeding.
 About 60 friends sat down to a sumptuous supper at the Bascom 
House to honour William Thompson, president of the North Ontario 
Agriculture Society, for his work with the society.
 Curlers of this town meet to re-organize for the coming season and 

to consider a proposition for the building of a 
new rink.
       Council gave third reading to a by-law to 
close Gould Street, despite a petition being 
presented against closing the street by prop-
erty owners E.H. Dash, J. E. Gould, Mrs. E. 
Stillwell, M.J. Redmond and R.M. Beal.

December 1899
        The handsome new hall at Utica was 
officially opened on December 1. Mr. H.J. 
Gould, ex-Warden of Ontario County presided and the keys of the hall 
were formally handed over by Thomas W. Horn to the board of trustees. 
Mr. Horn grew up in Reach Township and made a gift of the hall to the 
community. The Hon. John Dryden suggested calling it “Memory Hall” 
to which everyone agreed.
 Messrs N. Wagg and G. Etwell, two energetic young men of the 
town have rented the rink and are getting it ready for the skating season.

HON. JOHN DRYDEN
M.P.P

HARVEY J. GOULD
ex-Warden of Ontario Cty.

The Utica Memory Hall, a gift fromThomas W. Horn, was opened December 1, 1899
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Joseph Basom’s 1863 home

 Joseph Bascom built this home on Main St. south, Uxbridge in 1863.  The home was later owned (sometime after 
1912 by Dr. Frank Mellow and it remains in the Mellow family to this day. Photo below shows the orginal house after 
it was rebuilt to a full two-storeys with an addition to the north side.  The man standing in front of the house, at left is, 
Alonzo Williams and Dr. Joseph Bascom can be seen to his right.
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 This elaborate arch was part of the decorations erected  on Brock St. for this Uxbridge celebra-
tion in 1902. The parade was organized by the Loyal Orange Lodge and as the signage indicates, 
it was attended by a number of lodges from across the province. The buildings were decorated in 
bunting and flags and in the picture below a band leads the parade down the street. As was normal 
for events such as these, men and women were dressed in their finest (below) for the parade which 
is seen coming east along Brock St.

Orange Lodge Parade & Celebration - 1902
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Old Boys & Old Girls Reunion - 1927

 Pictured above is section of a large photo at the Uxbridge Scott Musuem, shows a large 
crowd gathered at the corner of Brock and Toronto St., Uxbridge. It is believed to have been 
taken during the Old Boys and Old Girls Reunion in July 1927. The picture shows the market 
building at left, the fire hall and other buildings including the Bascom House Hotel. At right is the 
corner of the Jones Hardware building, now the location of the Roxy Theatre.

 This picture, shows another section of the top photograph, which shows the crowd south 
of the four corners. In the background is the Jones Hardware building, with the walkway 
across the second storey which led to small businesses and apartments. This building was 
taken down in the late 1940s.  
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 The Sterling Bank of Canada, on the northwest corner of Brock and Toronto St. is the centre of attention in 
this Victoria Day celebration. Hundreds of people had gathered to listen to speeches by local dignitaries as this 
picture was taken, probably from the upper floor of the Market Hall. The picture appears to have been taken 
during the 1920s.

 The Uxbridge Band  marches east along Brock St. past the grandstand at the corner of Brock and Toronto 
St. in this early 1900s picture. The large house in the background was owned at this time by Michael O’Neil, 
the local blacksmith, and is now the location of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce.
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 The two pictures on this page were taken circa 1890. Top picture shows the Joseph Gould Institute (Uxbridge 
Library) near the corner of Brock and Toronto St., with part of the Bell Tower visible behind the building. Of inter-
est are the dirt streets and boardwalks, as well as the bridge linking Toronto St. with the second floor of the Jones 
Hardware building.  Below, is the Jones Hardware building and a view of the south side of Brock St. facing east.

Building at Brock and Toronto Street 1890 
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 A young boy peddles his bicycle across Brock St. in this early 1900s picture. The block of stores behind 
him are located on the southeast side of the street, looking east from the Bascom St. intersection towards 
the Dominion Bank at Main St.

 This interesting photo from 1919 shows a Ford dealership in downtown Uxbridge on the north side of 
Brock St. The Bascom House hotel can be seen at far right. In the centre of the photo, with three arched 
windows, is a building known as the Sample Rooms. This building was used by travellers bringing new 
products to town to show and sell to the local merchants.
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 Mansion House Hotel, corner of Toronto and Brock St., Uxbridge circa 1914.

 This view of Market Square, at the corner of Brock and Toronto St., was taken about 1900, looking east 
along Brock St. It appears as if residents are waiting for a parade to come along the street. The Market Build-
ing, at left, was torn down in September 1955 and the former Jones Hardware building, at far right of photo, is 
now the space occupied by the Roxy Theatre.
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 Looking north along Spruce Street towards the Uxbridge Railway Station, about 1900. The Revere House 
hotel, left, was built in the 1870s by Fred Chinn, who located it conveniently near the station. This is now the 
Masonic Lodge property.

 It’s hard to believe this is what Toronto St., Uxbridge looked like in 1911. The picture was taken from the 
corner of Toronto and Church St., beside the Presbyterian Church looking north. The library can be seen at the 
end of the street. The dirt road, not much wider than a single lane, was lined with trees and boulevards providing 
a beautiful setting coming into the town.
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   An official ceremony to mark the laying of the cornerstone for the new Uxbridge 
Post Office took place on December 2, 1911, by Major Sam Sharpe, M.P. It was three 
more years before the building was completed.

 This 1914 picture shows the Uxbridge Post Office while still under construction. The original clock 
tower seen in this picture was taken down and a higher one constructed. Beside the post office is a liquor 
store and Massey-Harris farm implements dealership store.

Laying the cornerstone for the new Uxbridge Post Office
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This circa 1900 picture, features a rare shot of the rear side of the Bell Tower. A man, 
dressed in suit and hat, is seen here with his dog about to cross a bridge behind the 

stores along Brock Street, at the north end of Wheler’s Pond, as seen on facing page.
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 An 1919 aerial view of Uxbridge shows the corner of Brock and Toronto St., with Uxbridge 
Library and Bell Tower (centre), and commercial buildings along Brock St. That’s Wheler’s Pond 
between between Main St. and Toronto St.

Wheler’s Pond, south of Brock St. business section

 Taken from the top of the Anglican Church steeple, this picture shows Wheler’s Pond, be-
hind the buildings lining Brock Street circa 1910. Many industries operated out of wooden build-
ings along the sides of the pond.
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Gould’s Oatmeal Mill on the park pond

 The Oatmeal Mill, seen here looking north across Park Pond, Uxbridge, was built by Issac J. 
Gould in 1885. The mill was constructed by I.J. Gould about 1887 and was used to grind grain. The 
smaller building to the right is the old Gould saw mill. The Oatmeal Mill collapsed in December 1957.

 Elgin Pond, originally referred to as Park Pond,  was first created in 1928 by John Plank for the 
purpose of running a sawmill. He and Joseph Gould spent many years trying to make the dam secure, 
which had been constructed of stumps and logs. The above mill, was operated by I.J.  Gould and be-
came know during the last century as the “Oatmeal Mill.” Throughout the 1900s, the pond was cleared 
of logs and rubbish and during the 1950s and 1960s a summer swimming program was initiated.
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 This 1905 postcard shows Main Sreet, which was still a dirt road, looking north from 
the south side of the Elgin Pond. pond. A couple of buggies are making their way south, 
across the bridge and the Oatmeal Mill can been seen in background. In earlier times, 
the pond was also known as Wheler’s Pond and also Park Pond.

 A 1910 view of the Elgin Pond appears to have been taken in the early spring, not 
long after the ice had melted. The road still has a light covering of snow, but two anx-
ious boaters can be seen near the south end where there is still ice on the pond. In the 
background at right, is the Oatmeal Mill, and farther back, are the towers of the Uxbridge 
Library and the Bell Tower.

Elgin Pond in central Uxbridge
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Sterling Bank 
Interior

 This interesting picture taken during the early 1900s, shows an interior view of 
the Sterling Bank of Canada. The bank was later taken over by the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce and it still occupies the same place of prominence on the corner of Brock 
and Toronto St. to this day. Pictured in this early photo are, far right, Walter Gould, and 
second from right, Earl Steen.

 Interior view of the Sterling Bank, Uxbridge.  Far right, Walter Gould, and second from right, Earl Steen.  
Names of the other men in the picture are unknown.
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Spreading the 

Gospel

~

Uxbridge  

and area

Churches

Presbyterian Church
   This early picture of the Uxbridge 
Presbyterian Church shows the or-
nate tower and spires it featured 
when first constructed. The Gothic 
style church was built during 1884 
and opened for services beginning 
February 1, 1885. The whole struc-
ture cost about $11,000 to build.

English Church
  This first English Episcopal Church lo-
cated on this Toronto St. site was built 
in 1854, but when the congregation 
outgrew the building, the old wooden 
structure was torn down to make room 
for a larger church. In July 1887 the 
cornerstone was laid for this magnifi-
cent building, and the new Anglican 
Church was officially opened in Febru-
ary 1888. The tower was added to the 
church one year later.
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 This large Gothic style Methodist Church (now Trinity United Church) was built on First Avenue, Ux-
bridge, on a piece of land donated to the church by one of the town’s earliest settlers, John Plank. 
 The cornerstone for this church was laid on July 21st., 1888 by Mrs. Hon. John Macdonald. Regular 
services began in January the following year.

Uxbridge Methodist Church
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 This postcard photograph, taken circa 1918 shows the Sacred Heart Catholic Church (right) and the manse, which 
were located on Toronto St. north, near the intersection of Main St.   The church was built in 1864. The Uxbridge Catholic 
Church was demolished in September 1963, almost a century later, to make room for the present building.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church

  The original Quaker Friends 
Church located in Quaker Hill was 
built in 1809, and was replaced in 
1820 by this frame building, which 
still exists today. It is the oldest 
remaining building in Uxbridge 
Township.

 To the right, is the Quaker Hill 
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church.

Quaker Friends Meeting House
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116th Battalion prepares to head off to war

Col. Sam Sharpe, on horseback, along with soldiers of the Ontario County 116th Battalion stand in formation 
 in a field at Uxbridge in May 1916.

    The soldiers of the Ontario County 116th Battalion arrived in Uxbridge mid-afternoon on Friday, May 19th 
in preparation for their trip overseas to fight in World War One. About 5,000 people lined the muddy streets to 
welcome the soldiers. The buildings in the background are located along the south side of Brock St., just east of 
Toronto Street.
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Col Samuel S. Sharpe with his 116th Battalion

 Above, taken facing west, 
shows the soldiers lined up in 
front of the old Uxbridge Post 
Office. The building in centre of 
photograph is now the property 
occupied by Home Hardware.

 Left, Hundreds of residents of 
Uxbridge and area turned out in 
the rain to watch the presentation 
of a field kitchen to the 116th Bat-
talion by Mr. N.R. Beal, a resident 
and former mayor of Uxbridge on  
May 20, 1916.
 Colonel Sam Sharpe can be 
seen on horseback immediately 
behind Mr. Beal, whose company, 
Beal Bros. of Toronto, dontated 
the field kitchen to the men of the 
local battalion.
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Col. Samuel S. Sharpe military funeral

 The banner stretched across Brock Street in this May 1916 picture says “God Bless Our Splendid Men. Send 
Them Safe Home Again’. The crowds in this picture had gathered to see the men of the 116th Battalion “form up” 
before heading off to the First World War in Europe.

 The funeral of Lt. Co. Sam Sharpe was held on the lawn of his family residence on First Ave., Uxbridge on Wed., 
May 29th, 1918. Mr. Sharpe died at Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal on May 25th. A private service was held at the 
house followed by a public full military service in the Methodist Church. Hundreds gathered outside the home to pay 
their last respects.
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 The death of Lieutenant Col. Samuel S. Sharpe at Montreal in 1918 was a shock to 
the entire community of Uxbridge and area. Following a private funeral at his home, there 
was a public service held in the United Church for the thousands who attended. The mili-
tary funeral was concluded with his coffin being transported from the church to Uxbridge 
Cemetery on a horse drawn carriage, led by a band. The streets were crowded with former 
friends to say farewell to their old friend. These photos show the procession moving along 
Brock St., and past the Uxbridge Public Library on May 29, 1918.

Lieutenant Colonel Samuel S. Sharpe funeral procession



UXBRIDGE - The First 100 Years

1��

Train derailments both summer and winter

     This train derailment happened just north of the Uxbridge railway station on September 24, 1903. A freight 
train with 16 cars left the tracks, with the only casualty being a horse. The damaged freight cars were lifted into a 
pile by a crane and burned. Note the two photographers with cameras on tripods taking pictures of the accident 
scene while people climb over the wreck.

     Grand Trunk railway wreck between Uxbridge and Goodwood on March 1, 1904. The old steam engine can 
be partially seen buried in the snow to the right of the railway car, which is piled with snow.
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Former Plank Hotel destroyed by fire in 1921

 The former Plank House hotel, later known as the Arlington Hotel burned to the ground in 1921. The hotel 
building was the location of the Beare Brothers garage at the time of the fire. It was located on the southwest 
corner of Brock and Main Street, Uxbridge. The post in the intersection with the two round signs instructed 
traffic to “Keep To The Right.”

 This block of stores was located on the northwest corner of Brock and Main St., Uxbridge. Businesses 
at this time included, from right, Watson’s Butcher Shop, Angus McDonald Jewellery and Joe Fardella 
Fruit Dealer. The building was destroyed by fire and is now the location of the Toronto Dominion Bank.
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   Left: Uxbridge High School built in 1887, 
across from the Methodist (United) Church 
on First Ave. The high school became run 
down and had to either be remodelled, en-
larged, or replaced. It was decided to re-
place the school and a new one was built 
on Third Ave.

   Below: The new Uxbridge High School 
while it was under construction at its Third 
Avenue and Planks Lane site. The corner-
stone for the school was laid on July 5, 1923 
and was opened in April 1924, below. The 
first addition to the beautiful school took 
place in 1956 and further expansions took 
place in 1963 and in 2003.

Uxbridge
High School
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Uxbridge Public School - 1911

 After a fire destroyed the Uxbridge Public School on Victoria St. in July 1910, this 
new school was constructed and opened the same year. Over the years the school 
has been expanded with several additions, but the original school building still stands 
today, almost a century after this picture was taken.

Uxbridge Arena - 1920

 In 1920 the Uxbridge Arena Company was formed to build a new arena. The above arena 
was constructed during the early 1920s with curling sheets on both sides of the building. In 
1934 the curling sheets were re-organized and a radio-gramophone amplifer installed to pro-
vide music for skating. This arena, which was located on Marietta St, where the seniors centre 
is today, burned to the ground in February 1935 following a double-header hockey game.
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Lawn Tennis
 Uxbridge Lawn Tennis Club 
- 1896. W. E. Carswell Hon. 
President. Members of the team 
are unidentified.

Baseball Club
 1876 Uxbridge Baseball 
Team.  The man in dark suit 
is (coach) Jim Glover. Centre 
row, 2nd left, Jim Reid.
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Crickett Club
 Cricket Club early 1880s. - Back, Will Hamilton, Horace Bascom, Mr. Bolster, Mr. Hemphill, unknown,.
Front left, Herbert Bolster Wellington Bolster, Bob Gilpin, Tom Bolster, Jonathon Gould.

Lacrosse
Club

 Uxbridge Lacrosse Club, circa 1900. Back left, --, --, Jack Chinn, Mort. Plank, 
Jack Little, Ed Rainey.  Centre. Vm. Hare, Geo. Campbell, Len Morden, Ted Oke, Jim 
Nokes.  Front, Eddis Gould, -- , --,
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1854 ............William Hamilton

1855 ............William Hamilton

1856 ............William Hamilton

1857 ............John Wideman

1858 ............William Smith

1859 ............William Smith

1860 ............William Smith

1861 ............William Smith

1862 ............William Smith

1863 ............Anson T. Button

1864 ............Anson T. Button

1865 ............George Wheler

1866 ............George Wheler

1867 ............George Wheler

1868 ............George Wheler

1869 ............George Wheler

1870 ............George Wheler

1871 ............George Wheler

1872 ............A.T. Button

1873 ............Joseph Gould

1874 ............Isaac J. Gould

1875 ............Isaac J. Gould

1876 ............George Wheler

UXBRIDGE TWP. REEVES
1854 - 1899

ANSON T.
BUTTON

GEORGE
WHELER

HARVEY J.
GOULD

ISAAC J. GOULDWILLIAM
HAMILTON

JONATHAN  B.
GOULD

REUBEN  P. 
HARMAN

1877 ............George Wheler

1878 ............George Wheler

1879 ............Isaac J. Gould

1880 ............Isaac J. Gould

1881 ............Isaac J. Gould

1882 ............Isaac J. Gould

1883 ............Isaac J. Gould

1884 ............Reuben P. Harman

1885 ............Reuben P. Harman

1886 ............Reuben P. Harman

1887 ............Reuben P. Harman

1888 ............William Hamilton

1889 ............Reuben P. Harman

1890 ............Harvey J. Gould

1891 ............Harvey J. Gould

1892 ............Harvey J. Gould

1893 ............Harvey J. Gould

1894 ............Harvey J. Gould

1895 ............Harvey J. Gould

1896 ............Jonathan B. Gould

1897 ............R.S. Webster

1898 ............George Dowswell

1899 ............James I. Walker



The First 100 Years - UXBRIDGE

1��

UXBRIDGE - THE FIRST 100 YEARS

171

1873 ........Joseph Gould
1874 ........Isaac J. Gould
1875 ........Isaac J. Gould
1876 ........George Wheler
1877 ........George Wheler 
1878 ........George Wheler 
1879 ........Isaac J. Gould
1880 ........Isaac J. Gould
1881 ........Isaac J. Gould
1882 ........Isaac J. Gould
1883 ........Isaac J. Gould
1884 ........Reuben P. Harman
1885 ........Reuben P. Harman
1886 ........Dr. Joseph Bascom
1887 ........Dr. Joseph Bascom
1888 ........Dr. Joseph Bascom
1889 ........William Smith
1890 ........John A. McGillivary 
1891 ........Andrew Patterson
1892 ........William Hamilton
1893 ........William Hamilton
1894 ........Jonathan B. Gould
1895 ........Jonathan B. Gould
1896 ........Harvey J. Gould
1897 ........Reuben P.Harman

& F. N. Raines 
1898 ........William Foster
1899 ........William Foster
1900 ........Harmon A. Crosby

UXBRIDGE MAYORS
1873 - 1900

JOSEPH GOULD

JONATHAN  B.
GOULD

DR. JOSEPH
BASCOM

GEORGE
WHELER

HARVEY J.
GOULD

JOHN A.
McGILLIVARY

ISAAC J. GOULD

REUBEN  P. 
HARMAN

WILLIAM
HAMILTON

HARMON A.
CROSBY

THOMOAS C.
NICHOLLS
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